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BY LAURA RYCKEWAERT

Progressive Senator Peter Hard-
er’s sights remain set on the 

use—and potential misuse—of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms’ 
notwithstanding clause, and his 

latest push to tackle the matter 
through legislative amendments 
to the Constitution Act is spark-
ing the desired debate. 

“I hope that these amend-
ments to the Constitution can 
find favour in the Senate and 

then be sent to the House and 
be, in a sense, a guide to future 
Parliaments [on] how the use by 
the Parliament of Canada of the 
notwithstanding clause could be 
tempered,” said Harder (Ontario) 
of his bill, S-218. 

Known as the notwithstanding 
clause, Section 33 of the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms allows 
federal and provincial legisla-
tures to declare that an act, or 
provisions of one, can go ahead 
notwithstanding the fact that it 

is seen to—or could be seen to, 
in the case of pre-emptive use 
before a court ruling—contravene 
Section 2, or sections 7 through 
15 of the Charter, which enshrine 

August deadline 
could force Canada 
to sign a deal before 
courts rule on 
legality of Trump’s 
fentanyl tariffs 

BY NEIL MOSS

With the clock ticking down 
to an Aug. 1 deadline for a 

potential Canada-United States 
trade agreement, there’s a chance 
a deal could come ahead of a 
U.S. judicial ruling on the legality 
of the Trump administration’s 
emergency tariffs—a ruling some 
observers say could give Canada 
some negotiating leverage.

Last May, the U.S. Court of 
International Trade ruled that U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s Inter-
national Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (IEEPA) tariffs were 
unconstitutional as it found that 
the national security provisions 
didn’t pave the way for “unlimited 
tariff authority.” 

Oral arguments at the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the  Federal 

Senator Harder wants to legislate how the feds handle the 
notwithstanding clause—his colleagues have some concerns

Canada could gain added leverage in 
negotiations if the soon-to-be 35-per-
cent tariffs are ruled unconstitutional by 
an American appeals court.
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administration. The 
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Ukrainian Ambassador Yuliya 
Kovaliv will be heading home 

this summer. The 40-year-old dip-
lomat has been in Ottawa since 
2022.

“Farewell to a friend,” German 
Ambassador Matthias Lüttenberg 
posted on X on July 17, noting 
“Kovaliv will leave Canada over 
the summer and it was a great 
honour to say goodbye” at a party 
for her hosted by Foreign Affairs 
Minister Anita Anand at Global 

Affairs Canada. “Yuliya did an 
outstanding job for Ukraine all 
over Canada in most difficult 
times. Dyakuyu!”

Also on social media, Trans-
port Minister Chrystia Freeland 
thanked Kovaliv for “her excep-
tional leadership and service. 
Canada’s support for Ukraine 
is steadfast and unwavering,” 
while Japan’s Ambassador Kanji 
Yamanouchi expressed his “deep 
admiration” for his friend Kovaliv.

Ukrainian 
Ambassador 
Kovaliv to 
head home 
this summer

Heard on the Hill By Christina Leadlay

After three 
years in 
Ottawa, 
Ukrainian 
Ambassador 
Yulia 
Kovaliv’s 
term is 
wrapping 
up this 
summer. 
The Hill 
Times 
photograph 
by Sam 
Garcia

Tory MP Jackson boosts petition to curb long ballots
Conservative MP Grant Jack-

son has backed a petition to help 
curb activists like the Longest 
Ballot Committee.

“Long ballots with placeholder 
names undermine trust,” the 
rookie MP for Brandon-Souris, 
Man., posted on X on July 17. 
“One person should not act as 
agent for multiple candidates to 
exploit a loophole. Let’s close it 
and protect fair elections.”

The upcoming Aug. 18 bye-
lection in Battle River–Crowfoot, 
Alta., already has 119 candi-
dates listed as running, part of a 
protest effort organized by the 
Longest Ballot Committee, which 
was most recently responsible 
for the very long ballot—more 
than 90 candidates—in Carleton, 
Ont., in the April 28 general 
election. 

“The group says it’s aiming to 
get ‘somewhere around 200’ 
candidates on the list,” 
The Hill Times’ Elea-
nor Wand wrote in 
her July 19 story 
on the upcom-
ing race in 
rural Alberta. 

Conserva-
tive Leader 
Pierre Poilievre 
is expected 
to win next 
month’s byelec-
tion, having lost 
his long-held seat 
in Carleton, Ont., in 
April to Liberal Bruce 
Fanjoy. Three-term 
MP Damien Kurek 
stepped down from 
his Battle River–

Crowfoot seat so the party leader 
could have a shot at returning to 

the House. 
“We have to take 

action because this 
is a scam. It is 

unfair, it is unjust, 
and it must stop,” 
Poilievre said of 
the long ballot 
protests during 
a town hall in 
Stettler, Alta., 
last week, the 
CBC reported. 

Jackson’s peti-
tion, e-6573 (Dem-

ocratic process), is 
open for signatures 

until Oct. 7. As of 
July 18, more than 
1,120 people had 
signed it.

Prime Minister Mark 
Carney has tapped 
non-affiliated rookie 
Senator Pierre 
Moreau as the 
new government 
representative in 
the Senate.

Appointed to 
the Red Cham-
ber last Sep-
tember, Moreau 
is a lawyer and 
experienced politi-
cian, having been a 
Quebec Liberal MNA 
for 15 years, notably 
holding cabinet posts 
in the governments of 
Jean Charest and later 
Philippe Couillard (to 

whom Moreau lost his 
bid for provincial 

party leadership in 
2013). Moreau’s 

final cabinet 
posts included 
Treasury Board 
president and 
energy minister 
before losing 
his seat in the 
2018 election to 

CAQ candidate 
Marie-Chantal 

Chassé.
Moreau suc-

ceeds recently retired 
Senator Marc Gold 
as the Government 
Representative in the 
Senate.

Last week, the United King-
dom lowered the voting age from 
18 to 16 years, and a Canadian 
Senator thinks we should do the 
same.

Non-affiliated Senator Marilou 
McPhedran called it a “his-
toric and hopeful step” toward 
strengthening democratic partic-
ipation among youth in a July 17 
press release.

“The U.K. has acted. The time 
is now for Canada to follow,” 
said the Senator from Manitoba. 
McPhedran has been champion-
ing a lower voting age for many 
years, with her proposed legisla-
tion on this issue, S-222, currently 
sitting at second reading in the 
Senate.

“We know from the data: when 
young people vote early, they 
vote more often, they bring their 
families and communities with 
them. It’s how we build a culture 
of participation,” she said in the 
release. 

“Young people are workers, 
caregivers, students, and taxpay-
ers. They have a right to a say in 
the policies that shape their lives,” 
she added, noting that including 
younger voters helps to “expand 
civics education, strengthen dem-
ocratic resilience, and increase 
equity in political representation.”

The new voting age will take 
effect at the U.K.’s next general 
election, which is scheduled for 
August 2029.

U.K’s lower voting 
age inspires hope in 
Sen. McPhedran

Four men were arrested and 
charged recently for allegedly 
forcing their way into Liberal MP 
Ahmed Hussen’s constituency 
office back in April.

The four Toronto men between 
the ages of 21 and 41 were sep-
arately arrested between July 
9 and 11, The Canadian Press 
reported on July 15. 

“The four were part of a 
demonstration outside an MP’s 
office in the area of Keele 
Street and Lawrence Avenue 
W. on the evening of April 24, 
Toronto police said. They allege 

the group made its way into the 
office and occupied the area, 
causing staff to fear for their 
safety,” according to the CP 
story. 

The intersection of Keele 
and Lawrence Avenue West 
is within the riding of York 
South-Weston-Etobicoke, which 
is held by former cabinet minister 
Ahmed Hussen.

The four men were “charged 
with forcible entry, mischief inter-
fering with property, unlawful 
assembly and unlawful assembly 
while masked.”

Former Liberal 
prime minister 
Jean Chrétien has 
added another 
feather to his cap 
as the recent recip-
ient of an honorary 
degree from New 
Brunswick’s Mount 
Allison University.

Chrétien, who 
served as Canada’s 
20th prime minister 
from 1993 to 2003 
and as a Member 
of Parliament for 18 years overall, 
was honoured by the school 
alongside its ex-chancellor, Bea 
Crawford, at special ceremonies 
held on July 14 and 15.

“Through public service, 
philanthropy, and deep personal 
commitment, they have both 
demonstrated the values that 
define Mount Allison Univer-
sity—community, leadership, 
compassion, and a drive to make 
a difference,” reads a news release 
from the university. 

Chrétien’s time in Parliament 
included three years serving as 
the MP for Beauséjour, N.B.—the 
riding within which Mount Allison 
University sits. Canada- United 

States Trade and One Canadian 
Economy Minister Dominic LeB-
lanc, the current MP for Beausé-
jour and a fellow honorary degree 
recipient from the school, was in 
attendance to watch Chrétien get 
his accolades. LeBlanc previously 
worked for Chrétien during the 
former PM’s time representing the 
New Brunswick riding. 

“M. Chrétien has long been—
and remains—a strong champion 
for Canada,” wrote LeBlanc in a 
July 18 post on X. “I was honoured 
to attend the ceremony celebrating 
this well-deserved recognition. 
Félicitations, M. Chrétien!”

cleadlay@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Senator Moreau named Red 
Chamber’s new Govt. Rep

Four men charged with breaking 
into MP Hussen’s office in April

Chrétien honoured by 
Mount Allison University 

Non-affiliated Senator 
Pierre Moreau. The 
Hill Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade

Canada-U.S. Trade Minister Dominic LeBlanc, right, 
applauds as his former boss, ex-prime minister Jean 
Chrétien, centre, receives his honorary degree. 
Photograph courtesy of X

Senator 
Marilou 
McPhedran 
arrives for 
the Senate 
sitting on 
June 25, 
2025. The 
Hill Times 
photograph 
by Andrew 
Meade

Manitoba Conservative MP 
Grant Jackson. Photograph 
courtesy of LinkedIn



OTTAWA—It doesn’t make for good 
copy, as they say in the news busi-

ness—at least not as good as the things-
are-worse-than-you-think version of 
affairs.

Last week, the national media was dom-
inated by Prime Minister Mark Carney’s 
statement that some level of tariffs may 
be unavoidable as trade talks with Donald 
Trump approach the United States presi-
dent’s latest Aug. 1 negotiating deadline.

And there’s no doubt that Trump’s sec-
toral tariffs—including on imports of steel, 
aluminum, copper, and potentially other 
products—are devastating for Canadian 
companies and workers in those sectors.

But, beyond the headlines about the unjust 
import levies, there’s another as yet little-rec-
ognized story after six months of negotiations 
between Ottawa and Washington, D.C. 

And, with the bilateral talks at a crunch 
stage, the prime minister has only quietly 
mentioned in passing where things really 
stand between Canada and the U.S. after a 
half year of fencing over tariffs and count-
er-tariffs. On July 15, in a brief scrum, Carney 
acknowledged the obvious—that Canadians 
shouldn’t expect an early return to the kind of 
full-scale free trade with the Americans that 
we have experienced for 45 years.

That’s hardly surprising. In one of the 
few trade deals that the White House has 
thrown together since the tariff horror show 
began, the United Kingdom, for instance, 
had to settle for 10-per-cent across-the-
board fees on its exports to the U.S.

While Carney’s attempt to lower expec-
tations on tariffs topped the news, few in 
the media paid much attention to the other 
remarks the prime minister briefly wedged 
into that scrum. He noted that under 
Trump’s current tariff regime, Canada 
has “almost free trade” with the U.S., and 
that the “effective tariff” against Canada is 
among the lowest on the globe.

This has to be measured, as Carney 
said, against the damaging sectoral tariffs 
that the U.S. has imposed on key Canadian 
industries. But, in the overall scope of the 

$600-billion in exports going south of the 
border annually, Canada—for now—is 
indeed in much better shape on balance 
than most other countries on Trump’s radar.

Carney was referring to the fact that the 
White House continues to say that Cana-
dian imports that are compliant with the 
rules of origin in the Canada-U.S.-Mexico 
Agreement (CUSMA) will remain tariff-free.

Despite Trump’s various threats, the 
continuation of the broad CUSMA exemp-
tion is still a significant positive develop-
ment for this country in the context of the 
full-blown trade war the U.S. president is 
carrying out with the rest of the world.

Unsurprisingly, with Ottawa’s negoti-
ations with the U.S. taking place behind 
closed doors, Carney and his ministers 
aren’t saying a lot about CUSMA’s status. 
And it’s certainly not drawing much atten-
tion in Canada. The Globe and Mail, for 
instance, ran a lengthy story on the prime 
minister’s admission about coming tariffs 
with only passing mention of the relative 
break this country is benefitting from with 
CUSMA. Other than Canada’s economists, 
most commentators wholly missed this 
important qualifier in the current Cana-
da-U.S. trade struggle.

In another twist, it turns out that, 
four decades after Canada first signed a 
free-trade pact with the Americans, and 
five years after the most recent iteration—
CUSMA—came into force, most Canadian 
exporters were not taking advantage of 
this tariff-free arrangement.

Facing very low tariffs under World 
Trade Organization Agreement rules, 
many Canadian companies had not been 
doing the needed paperwork for CUSMA, 

so only 38 per cent of U.S.-bound exports 
from Canada accessed zero tariffs under 
CUSMA as of 2024, according to RBC 
Economics. But, after a rush by Canadian 
companies to qualify under CUSMA, esti-
mates of the proportion of our exports now 
entering the U.S. duty-free run as high as 
95 per cent.

This takes a lot of the sting out of 
the 35-per-cent across-the-board tariffs 
threatened for Aug. 1 with great fanfare by 
Trump on July 10, and economists expect 
that Canada can continue to avoid the 
economic damage faced by other countries 
that trade with the Americans.

“Our baseline view assumes that at a 
minimum, we continue to operate with our 
CUSMA carve-outs,” Deloitte Canada chief 
economist Dawn Desjardins said recently, 
echoing other analysts. “Meaning, the vast 
majority of Canadian goods that we sell 
into the U.S. will continue to be tariff-free,” 
she told Yahoo Finance Canada.

The current duty-free access to the 
U.S. market for the majority of Canadian 

exports was confirmed a few days ago by 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick. 
However, though Lutnick said CUSMA 
would continue to exist, he said the U.S. 
would demand significant trade conces-
sions from Ottawa when the pact comes up 
for renewal next year.

With Trump, nobody knows what’s 
coming from one hour to the next, and 
the chaos in Washington seems to be 
taking on colossal proportions, so any-
thing’s possible in a year’s time. Canada’s 
ongoing relations with Americans and the 
advantage CUSMA provides for this coun-
try’s economy thus remain unknown. But, 
it’s worth keeping in mind that the federal 
government has managed to sustain a 
situation in which, on balance, Canada 
has seemed to be in a considerably better 
position when it comes to Trump’s trade 
war than most of the U.S.’s other trading 
partners.

Les Whittington is a regular columnist 
for The Hill Times.

The Hill Times

Disconnect on 
Canada-U.S. trade 
as CUSMA eludes 
Trump menace
The continuation of the 
broad CUSMA exemption 
is still a significant positive 
development for this 
country in the context of 
the full-blown trade war the 
U.S. president is carrying 
out with the rest of the 
world.
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NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
Dave Carey, President & CEO, CCA

The Canadian Coatings Association 
(CCA)  appoints Dave Carey as President 
& CEO, effective June 2, 2025. CCA 
represents Canada’s Coatings, 
Adhesives, Sealants, and Elastomers 
(CASE) industry, with $20 billion in 
economic output and vital to multiple 
sectors.

Carey brings proven experience in 
government relations and regulatory 
affairs, most recently serving as VP, 
Government and Industry Relations at 
the Canadian Canola Growers 

Association. He is a five-time Hill Times 
Top 100 Lobbyist.

In his new role, Carey will lead the 
association’s national strategy to 
advocate for a competitive, sustainable, 
and innovative coatings industry, one 
that is uniquely positioned to support the 
federal government’s priorities including 
the economy and environment, housing 
and construction, strengthening supply 
chains, enhancing sustainability, and 
improving cross-border regulatory 
alignment.

“The coatings industry plays a vital role in 
Canada’s infrastructure, manufacturing, 
and environmental performance,” says 
Carey. “My priority is to ensure the sector 
remains a constructive partner in 
advancing public policy outcomes.”

Early focus areas include deepening 
engagement with federal partners, 
aligning regulatory frameworks with U.S. 
counterparts, and enhancing sector 
readiness to meet national goals while 
providing value to members.

canpaint.com

Unsurprisingly, with Ottawa’s negotiations with the U.S. taking place behind closed doors, Prime 
Minister Mark Carney and his ministers aren’t saying a lot about CUSMA’s status, writes Les 
Whittington. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade



BY NEIL MOSS

The Speaker of the House of 
Commons is set to host his 

Group of Seven counterparts in 
early September in Ottawa. 

The gathering will be the first 
G7 Lower House Speakers’ meet-
ing for House Speaker Francis 
Scarpaleggia (Lac-Saint-Louis, 
Que.) since he was elected to the 
post on May 26. 

The Speaker’s office con-
firmed to The Hill Times that the 
summit will take place from Sept. 
4-6 in Ottawa. The meetings are 
intended to bridge parliamentary 
action to geopolitical issues. 

The meeting is the lone 
event that brings the legislative 
branch into the Group of Seven 
proceedings. 

The other Lower House 
Speakers are Yaël Braun-Pivet, 
president of the French National 
Assembly; Julia Klöckner, pres-
ident of the German Bundestag; 
Lorenzo Fontana, president of 
the Italian Chamber of Deputies; 
Fukushiro Nukaga, Speaker of 
the Japanese House of Represen-
tatives; Lindsay Hoyle, Speaker 
of the United Kingdom House 
of Commons; Mike Johnson, 

Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; and Roberta 
Metsola, president of the Euro-
pean Parliament. 

Scarpaleggia has held a 
series of meetings with G7 
ambassadors, including U.S. 
Ambassador to Canada Pete 
Hoekstra, who posted on X that 
the two spoke about the upcom-
ing summit. 

“As a former Congressman, I 
really appreciate how valuable 
these kinds of gatherings are for 

legislators to connect and collab-
orate,” Hoekstra wrote on July 18. 

Canada’s G7 presidency 
has been marked by a reduced 
schedule amid a federal elec-
tion and the new government 
of Prime Minister Mark Carney 
(Nepean, Ont.).

Italy held more than 20 minis-
terial meetings during its G7 pres-
idency last year. So far, Ottawa 
has only held two on Canadian 
soil—a foreign ministers’ meeting 
in March, and a finance ministers’ 

and central bankers’ meeting in 
May. It has also held a handful of 
other meetings on the sidelines of 
other events abroad.

Politico Canada reported ear-
lier this month that Canada may 
add an additional defence minis-
ters’ meeting to its schedule. 

The Leaders’ Summit last 
month in Kananaskis, Alta., was 
disrupted after U.S. President 
Donald Trump announced that he 
would be departing after the first 
official day of the gathering. 

In the end, the summit 
wrapped with seven joint state-
ments, but none that dealt with 
the war in Ukraine, which was 
met with disappointment by the 
international community. How-
ever, Ukraine was addressed in 
Carney’s chair statement. 

The previous G7 Speakers’ 
summit in Italy ended with a joint 
statement, which highlighted 
Ukraine.

“We therefore firmly reiterate 
our condemnation of Russia’s 
illegal war of aggression against 
Ukraine, with which we stand 
in unconditional solidarity,” the 
Speakers and presidents of G7 
Lower Houses declared after 
a September 2024 meeting in 
Verona. 

The statement also addressed 
the conflict in the Middle East, as 
well as critical mineral secu-
rity, economic growth in Africa 
and the broader Mediterranean 
region, and artificial intelligence. 

Past Speaker and current 
Liberal MP Greg Fergus (Hull–
Aylmer, Que.) attended the gath-
ering in Italy. 

He said in an email that he 
and Scarpaleggia have discussed 
the upcoming September summit 
“at length.” 

Canada has held three G7 
Speakers’ meetings, including the 
first one, which was hosted by 
then-House Speaker Peter Mil-
liken in his hometown of Kings-
ton, Ont., in 2002. 

G7 Research Group founder 
John Kirton, a University of 
Toronto professor, said the 
gatherings have evolved over the 
years. 

“In the beginning, they spoke 
about things that they were 
immediately responsible for,” 
he said. “But since then, their 
agenda has expanded to include 
a broader range of substantive 
issues … [such as] the judicial 
system, democracy, human rights, 
[and] the rule of law.”

Milliken hosted an additional 
gathering in Ottawa in 2010. The 
most recent meeting in Canada 
was in Halifax, N.S., hosted by 
then-House Speaker Geoff Regan 
in 2018.

Kirton said he has advocated 
for expanding the meetings to 
include a wide range of parlia-
mentarians, including those on 
the opposition benches. 

He said it is the legislatures 
that often have to implement and 
fund the commitments made by 
the prime ministers and presi-
dents at the Leaders’ Summit. He 
added that it would be beneficial 
for parliamentarians to take part 
in the process before they may 
have to vote on a piece of imple-
menting legislation. 

“It would deepen democracy 
in the operation of the G7, which 
was created for the distinctive 
purpose of protecting at home 
and promoting abroad open 
democracy,” he said.

“The legislators are an essen-
tial part of that,” Kirton said.

Kirton said the Group of 
Seven is trailing other organiza-
tions when it comes to bringing 
in parliamentarians, noting the 
example of NATO, which has an 
inter-parliamentary group. 

“In that sense, the G7 is 
lagging behind because it is just 
confined to the Speaker,” he said.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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G7 Speakers to gather 
in Ottawa in September
Canada hosted the 
first Group of Seven 
summit of Lower 
House Speakers 
during its 2002 
presidency. 

House Speaker 
Francis 
Scarpaleggia 
will take part in 
his first G7 
Speakers’ 
summit as its 
host. The 
Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

World leaders pose for the G7 family photo in Kananaskis, Alta. Photograph courtesy of the Government of Canada



UN SIÈCLE DE 
SERVICE AU CANADA

A CENTURY OF 
SERVICE TO CANADA



It’s open season on the Tempo-
rary Foreign Worker Program. 

In the face of growing public 

frustration over rising costs, and 
the lack of access to housing 
and services like health care, the 
program is under attack. Some 
call for its elimination; others 
want it significantly scaled back. 
But in doing so, they are missing 
the mark. It is the immigration 
program that is most tied to 
labour market needs, and these 
foreign workers do contribute to 
our economy. 

If an employer turns to the 
Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program (TFWP), it is as a last 
resort. It is because labour was 
not available locally for the posi-
tion. The TFWP requires that an 
employer pay $1,000 per position 
to the government for a mere 
assessment of the labour impacts 
of bringing a foreign worker to 
fill it. The employer must also 
demonstrate that they have done 
all that they could to hire locally 
first. If the assessment is negative, 
the employer is out of luck and a 
thousand bucks. If it is positive, 
there is still no guarantee that they 
will ever see a foreign worker, as 
the worker needs to get their work 
permit approved and show up. 

Recent changes, including a 
refusal to process any request 
for assessment in census metro-
politan areas where the unem-
ployment rate is six per cent or 
higher, means that many appli-
cations that may present a good 
case aren’t even being looked at. 
This is a government workload 
management policy. It keeps 
employers who genuinely have 
had difficulty finding labour to fill 
a position from even being able to 
state their case. 

Rural and remote areas have 
not been left unscathed. They are 
in turn affected by the reduced 
caps in the number of foreign 
workers they can bring. The caps 
were reduced from 20 per cent to 
10 per cent, with some exceptions. 
This means that many employers 
will not be able to renew their 
existing foreign workers and will 
lose experienced labour, partic-
ularly since it has also become 
harder for foreign workers to 
secure permanent residence. 

While the unemployment rate 
was 6.9 per cent this past April, 
up from 6.2 per cent the year 
before, there remained more than 

519,000 vacancies in Canada in 
March. Part of the issue is that 
those who are available to work 
are not where the jobs are or 
have expectations around wages, 
responsibilities, and working 
conditions that do not align with 
the job on offer. 

Some critics argue employers 
should just pay more. But small 
businesses do not have the deep 
pockets of large employers or defi-
cit-spending capacity of govern-
ment. Their margins are slim, and 
customers are already squeezed. 

Others argue that TFWs 
take jobs from Canadians. They 
overlook how TFWs complement 
Canadian labour. A recent Cana-
dian Federation of Independent 
Business survey of TFW employ-
ers found that 52 per cent of them 
were able to keep their doors 
open and employ Canadians 
because of their foreign workers, 
while 61 per cent stated that their 
TFWs helped them grow their 
business, and 76 per cent were 
able to meet customers’ demands 
thanks to their TFWs. Without for-
eign labour, many restaurants and 
cafés would operate at reduced 

hours, hotels would reduce 
the number of rooms on offer, 
contractors would delay delivery 
of services, and manufacturers 
would reduce their outputs. The 
program isn’t perfect. While there 
are some bad employers, they 
are in the minority. The govern-
ment has tools at their disposal to 
identify them, and deal with them 
accordingly. 

The TFWP is the one that 
the government can most easily 
adjust in response to labour needs. 
Rather than imposing blanket 
refusals to process, and rigid caps 
on the number of foreign workers 
employers can hire, governments 
should work to build an immigra-
tion system that better meets the 
needs of local job markets. 

Employers deserve a fair 
chance to make their case—to 
renew trusted workers or bring in 
new ones—based on a transpar-
ent assessment of labour needs. 
That is what the labour market 
impact assessment is for.

Ultimately, the TFWP helps 
businesses meet demand, keep 
their doors open, retain Cana-
dian staff, and grow. It is a 
vital tool—or Band-Aid—until 
Canadian labour is available 
and willing to take those jobs. To 
ignore this is to shoot ourselves 
in the foot.

Christina Santini is director of 
national affairs at the Canadian 
Federation of Independent Business.
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From July 11-21, Canadian sol-
diers from Lord Strathcona’s 

Horse (Royal Canadians) took 
over the duties from the United 
Kingdom’s Household Cavalry 
in providing the mounted King’s 
Life Guard. 

This ceremonial duty involves 
a daily ride down London’s Mall 
and then taking up station at 
the entrances to St. James and 
Buckingham palaces. The House-
hold Cavalry consists of two regi-
ments—the Blues and Royals, and 
the Life Guards—which both have 
a military legacy dating back to 

1660, making them the senior 
regiments in the British Army. 

For their part, the Lord Strath-
cona’s Horse are celebrating their 
regiment’s 125th anniversary this 
year, and providing the King’s 
mounted guard is considered a 
highlight of those celebrations. 
This 10-day detail is only the third 
occasion in history that this cer-
emonial guard has been under-
taken by a non-U.K. regiment. 

There has been a ton of cov-
erage of the Strathcona’s stint as 
the King’s Life Guard on social 
media posts, with many Canadian 
tourists basking in the reflected 
glory of a Canadian regiment tak-
ing centre stage in London, U.K. 

To be fair, the sight of a 
troop of the Strathconas in their 
polished brass, plumed helmets, 
scarlet tunics, white crossbelts, 
and spit-polished riding boots 
with swords and lances is indeed 
a sight to behold. Many of those 
Canadians fortunate to witness 
this spectacle have gushed at how 
this showcases the professional-
ism of the Canadian Army. 

I would beg to differ. Although 
the participating members are 
regular force soldiers, their unit 
is actually an armoured regiment 
equipped with Leopard 2 main bat-
tle tanks. No matter how impres-
sive their horsemanship is, these 

ceremonial duties have no bearing 
on their actual vocation, which 
is that of combat soldiers who 
wear camouflage and manoeuvre 
armoured vehicles. 

The King’s Life Guard tradi-
tion dates back some 400 years, 
and for the first 320 of those 
years, the British Household 
Cavalry still went into battle on 
horses. So it made some sense 
that regular army troopers would 
have a ceremonial duty to provide 
the King’s guard. 

However, to have modern 
professional Canadian combat 
soldiers parading on horses in 
Napoleonic-era uniforms to pro-
vide London tourists with selfie 
photo props seems like a misuse 
of scant resources. 

No doubt countless hours of 
equestrian training was required 
for this mounted troop of the 
Lord Strathcona’s Horse to take 
on this role. Then there is the 
travel budget for the troopers 
themselves (the horses involved 
are loaners from the Household 
Cavalry). 

I fully understand that pomp 
and ceremony have long been a 
treasured cornerstone of Cana-
da’s military tradition. However, 
with the current state of the 
Canadian Armed Forces—namely 
that it’s understaffed and under-

funded—perhaps it is time to drop 
the historical re-enactment duties. 

We have been repeatedly 
warned that the world is increas-
ingly unstable, and that we are 
on the brink of a Third World War. 
Canada has a forward-deployed 
battle group in Latvia, wherein 
we have a few of our remaining 
operable main battle tanks. All 
combat formations across the 
Army are understrength, and 
trades training cycles are danger-
ously backlogged. 

Yet, somehow, ceremonial duties 
such as this are still being staged. 

Now, before the Colonel Blimp 
brigade starts thumping their tubs 
in my general direction, I must 
confess that I’m a sucker for mar-
tial ceremonies, particularly those 
of a historical nature. One of the 
most impressive displays is the 
changing of the guard ceremony 
staged each year on Parliament 
Hill. It was halted during the 
pandemic, and is currently scaled 
way back due to current person-
nel shortages. 

However, the Ceremonial 
Guard is comprised of two 
Canadian militia regiments: the 
Governor General’s Foot Guards, 
and the Grenadier Guards. 
Few spectators who watch the 
precision drill of these guards 
in their black bearskin hats and 

scarlet tunics realize that all of 
them are actually trained combat 
reservists. 

Which begs the question: why 
do they need to be? 

The Fort Henry Guard in 
Kingston, Ont., is a civilian orga-
nization that was founded in 1938. 
They re-enact British Army drill, 
musketry, and artillery firing to 
the delight of thousands of tour-
ists each summer. They have zero 
affiliation with the CAF. Their 
ranks are filled with university, 
college, and high-school students. 
They are supported by Parks 
Canada, Saint Lawrence Parks 
Commission, and the Fort Henry 
Guard Foundation. 

At the Citadel in Halifax is the 
78th Highlanders and Pipe Band. 
They, too, are civilian re-enac-
tors who demonstrate historical 
weapon skills and tactical drill 
for tourists each summer. Their 
funding comes from sponsors and 
corporate clients. 

I think that the Changing 
of the Guard in Ottawa could 
be staged by civilian students 
trained only in drill (like a march-
ing band). 

Using regular force and 
reserve combat soldiers to parade 
in period costume is no lon-
ger necessary. Let our soldiers 
soldier, and let the re-enactors 
entertain.

Scott Taylor is the editor and 
publisher of Esprit de Corps 
magazine.
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We can’t afford to misunderstand the 
temporary foreign worker program

Standing on ceremony

Rather than imposing 
blanket refusals to 
process, and rigid 
caps on the number 
of foreign workers 
employers can hire, 
governments should 
work to build an 
immigration system 
that better meets the 
needs of local job 
markets.

With the current 
state of the Canadian 
Armed Forces, 
perhaps it is time to 
drop the historical   
re-enactment duties.
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KAMOURASKA, QUE.—I promised 
myself I wouldn’t write about United 

States President Donald Trump this sum-
mer, just to make my life easier and calmer. 
However, the American president raised 
my ire with his recent letter to Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney. In it, he is threatening 
further tariffs, citing unproven Canadian 
fentanyl exports to the U.S., and singling 
out our supply management system of 
dairy, egg, and poultry production.

Trump writes, “Canada charges extraor-
dinary Tariffs to our Dairy Farmers—up 
to 400%—and that is even assuming our 
Dairy Farmers have access to sell their 
products to the people of Canada. The 
Trade Deficit is a major threat to our Econ-
omy, and, indeed, our National Security.” 

Of course, all that is nonsense. First, our 
dairy producers are not creating a trade 
deficit in the U.S. Second, American farm-
ers already have access to the Canadian 
market under the Canada-U.S.-Mexico 
Agreement (CUSMA). It amounts to 3.6 
per cent of Canada’s dairy market, with a 
50,000 metric ton quota for fluid milk. 

Only after this massive quota is reached 
do tariffs kick in, but the quota has never 
been exceeded. In addition, the quota 
increases each year for 13 years for cheese, 
cream, skim milk powder, and butter/
cream powder from the U.S. As a result, 
American exports of dairy products have 
climbed by 67 per cent—US$525-million in 
2021 to US$877-million in 2024.

Meanwhile, some Canadian economists 
have jumped on the Trump bandwagon, 
calling for the end of supply management. 
Never mind the dairy industry generates 
$20-billion annually, employing more than 
200,000 Canadians. Their argument is we 
are hurting other agriculture exports by 
restricting foreign access to dairy. 

The result would not be an open market 
for dairy products, but rather copying the 
U.S. and Europe by providing subsidies to 
our dairy producers to the tune of billions 
of dollars a year. 

This is the dirty little secret of the 
American dairy industry: while so-called 
“free marketers” extol “efficient” production 

in the U.S., they fail to mention there are 
massive subsidies there to artificially lower 
the price of milk.  

That US$1.50 litre of American milk may 
look less expensive than here, but with the 
exchange rate and a 40-cent subsidy, it’s 
about the same price. These billions in sub-
sidies result in American consumers paying 
twice for dairy: at the checkout, and at tax 
time. Some American producers are calling 
for supply management there as it offers 
production quotas establishing a balance 
between supply and demand. 

Tourism has boomed in Kamouraska 
this summer thanks to Canadians boycot-
ting the U.S., but agriculture is the back-
bone of our economy. One of our farms 
won the prize for the best quality of milk 
in Canada this year, and calls for greater 
efficiency in diary have led to technology 
being embraced by local farmers. 

In 2017, our mayor, Mario Pelletier, 
expanded his farm and invested in a 
robotic operation. One of our friends is 
now spending millions on a robotic oper-
ation to improve his efficiency and reduce 
labour costs. Both operate with around 
120 cows, which is the average size of a 
Canadian dairy farm, smaller than most 
U.S. operations. 

If supply management were sacrificed 
to satisfy Trump, life here and elsewhere 
in rural Canada would be turned upside 
down. Socially, towns would empty out, 
small businesses would hurt, and families 
would suffer. Economically, there would 
be widespread bankruptcies as farmers 
struggled with their debt loads and capital 
investments. 

Politically, the fallout would be even 
greater. The Bloc Québécois’ Bill C-202 is 
intended to tie the hands of Canadian trade 
negotiators. But there is a trap: the Bloc 
knows if supply management dies, it would 
provoke a firestorm of separatism in Quebec. 

As a former foreign service officer, I 
believe in empowering our trade negoti-
ators. They worked out successful com-
promises on supply management in both 
CUSMA and the European Union free 
trade agreement.

With the policy, we have managed to 
secure dairy production, produce quality 
dairy products, ensure food security, and 
keep rural Canada prosperous. All of this 
would be toppled with the dismantling of 
supply management, combined with a huge 
rise in separatist sentiment in Quebec. 

We have to fight Trump on this issue. 
If we don’t, the consequences could be 
disastrous. 

Andrew Caddell is retired from Global 
Affairs Canada, where he was a senior 
policy adviser. He previously worked as 
an adviser to Liberal governments. He is a 
town councillor in Kamouraska, Que. He 
can be reached at pipson52@hotmail.com.
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It’s rare that the kickoff of what to do 
about Canada’s failing access-to-infor-

mation system comes during a summer 
panel discussion.

That July 9 discussion hosted by the Cana-
dian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic 
(CIPPIC) was informative—even if somewhat 
disheartening—but full of challenges.

I was one of the panellists, along with 
Information Commissioner of Canada 
Caroline Maynard, Jim Bronskill of The 
Canadian Press, and Dean Beeby, an inde-
pendent journalist and author.

The panel brought together many years 
of experience and advocacy.

Several things stood out in this hour-
long interaction with CIPPIC host Matt 
Malone from the University of Ottawa’s 
law faculty.

One was that all panellists, including 
Maynard, expressed a preference for an 
independent, credible review of access 
legislation rather than have—or place faith 
in—a Treasury Board-controlled review.

Maynard pointed out that her office 
was not consulted by Treasury Board in 
the development of then-Bill C-58, which 
became law in 2019. In the subsequent 
review, begun in 2020 and dragged out for 
more than two years, Treasury Board did 
not listen or even provide recommenda-
tions despite her office and others suggest-
ing changes.

What also came out was that the inde-
pendence of the commissioner’s office 
would benefit from being funded through 
Parliament, rather than by government.

All panellists agreed that the govern-
ment is a poor information manager, with 
a calcified, botched access-to-informa-
tion system badly in need of change, and 
lacking in both independent evaluation 
and much accountability. This increasingly 
rigid, barrier-ridden system harms how 
access files are handled, and how records 
are kept and retrieved.

Highlighted, for instance, were the 
endless interdepartmental consultations 
that dragged getting access replies out 
the door. Dealing with such government 
obstacles—where such interdepartmental 
consultations are, after all, not manda-
tory—requires time limits, fines, and the 
documents released.

The problem has less to do with 
so-called monster applications or vexatious 
users, of which there are few.

Delay remains the No. 1 problem for 
getting data, especially for reporters with 
deadlines, which makes reporters not want 
to try to file access requests.

On the positive side, the use of artificial 
intelligence may speed up releases, but on 
the flip side, AI use can result in even more 
exemptions being applied.

Sometimes, too, the problem is that 
officials are simply not recording their 
operational activities and decisions, seeing 
no obligation or duty to document their 
public work.

While much time was spent on the act’s 
administrative shortcomings, the reality of 
too many exemptions and exclusions was 
repeatedly raised by panellists.

The broad use of cabinet secrecy and 
policy advice in particular was highlighted, 
as was the very lengthy time exemptions that 
could be applied without any injury tests or 
public interest overrides. Panellists agreed 
that erring on the side of disclosure starts 
one on the path to a culture of openness.

Though long delays and excessive redac-
tions are seen as breaking the usefulness of 
the access system, other factors threaten the 
very existence of access to information.

These include agencies having or want-
ing to suspend answering access requests, 
current government efforts at fast-track-
ing projects with less transparency, and 
the government increasingly putting out 
misleading summary data. The lack of 
access to solid information can contribute 
to corruption, public anxiety, and harm. For 
example, people need data on their water-
ways and health waiting times.

Solutions proposed for changing access 
legislation at the panel centred on getting 
quicker and more fulsome responses.

Suggestions for a better transparency 
system included making access a consti-
tutional right and a vehicle for day-to-day 
tabling of data, and more frequent, infor-
mal release of records. It would help, pan-
ellists said, if transparency was not seen as 
a narrow reactive process, but one that is 
tied to timely and broad access to everyday 
issues that become a vehicle for public 
engagement.

But acknowledged and of concern were 
the current government’s claims that more 
secrecy is needed in these tough times when 
there are greater security demands and tariff 
wars at play. This could mean we are enter-
ing a post-transparency, more-authoritative 
world where information is repressed.

Panellists concluded we need a better 
deal that actively puts transparency back 
more fully into the picture. That was their 
starting point to begin changing the decades-
old, decrepit Access to Information Act.

Find the panellists’ wide-ranging discus-
sion on reforming how Canadians get their 
tax-paid data on the CIPPC website under 
the Summer Speakers Series.

Ken Rubin writes about (and sometimes 
talks about) transparency issues as a long-
time advocate for change and better dis-
closures. He is reachable via kenrubin.ca.
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Why we must defend 
supply management

Where to begin: 
restarting a 
failed access-to-
information system 

If supply management were 
sacrificed to satisfy Donald 
Trump, life in rural Canada 
would be turned upside 
down.

We need a better deal that 
actively puts transparency 
back more fully into the 
picture, and we can start 
by changing the decades-
old, decrepit Access to 
Information Act.
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The end result of 
caving to the American 
president would not be 
an open market for 
dairy products, but 
rather copying the U.S. 
and Europe by 
providing subsidies to 
our dairy producers to 
the tune of billions of 
dollars a year, writes 
Andrew Caddell. 
Unsplash photograph by 
Ryan Song



Re: “Carney Liberals 
missed winning major-

ity by only 60 votes despite 
19.5-million votes cast in last 
election, say pollsters,” (The 
Hill Times, July 7, p. 3).

It is a little bit rich, not to 
mention ironic, to interpret 
the 60 votes that lost the gov-
erning Liberals a majority as 
reassurance that, in our “first-
past-the-post” system, “every 
vote counts.” It is nothing of 
the sort. In fact, it is indic-
ative of the dysfunction in 
the system in which random 
events—which voters actually 
got out to vote at a handful of 
polls—determine the com-
plexion of the Parliament just 
voted in. The “ground game” 
is of course vitally important, 
but in the end this result is 
like a fluke goal winning the 
Stanley Cup: the skill and 
determination of the players 
is vitally important, but some-
times a lucky bounce is the 
difference.

Don’t talk to me about 
“voter efficiency.” In what 
universe does 43.7 per cent of 
the popular vote deserve 49.3 
per cent of the seats (which 
were the Liberal results)? 
It would be better to term 
that “voter extravagance” or 
“voter overreach.” So we had 
a “voter overreach” in the 
2025 election of 5.6 per cent 
for the governing party. Work 
that out in numbers and it is 
19 seats the Liberals did not 
deserve, and more than one 
million votes that they did 
not get. With 60 more votes, 
that is still 43.7 per cent of 
the vote giving 50.1 per cent 
of the seats and majority 
control of Parliament; a “voter 
overreach” of 6.4 per cent; 22 
“undeserved seats”; and 1.25 
million “votes unobtained.”  

We came that close to another 
miscarriage of democracy.

In a crude way, however, 
the system has delivered sort 
of what Canadians in their 
collective wisdom voted for: 
no one has a false majority. 
And this is not a “one-off.” In 
nine elections this century, 
three have been majority 
results (all false; the winning 
party got less than 50 per 
cent of the popular vote) for 
a total of 12 years, and six 
have been minority for a total 
of 13 years, and counting. 
Wow, Canadians like keeping 
their governments honest, 
which is doubly impressive 
considering our system. And 
look what it delivered in the 
last Parliament: dental care, 
pharmacare, and—over the 
last two Parliaments—univer-
sal childcare.

So spare a thought for 
proportional representation, 
where you get the number 
of seats that you deserve 
from the votes that you 
were able to harvest, where 
every vote really does count 
because everyone helps to 
elect someone, and where the 
wishes of the majority are 
well and truly represented 
in the makeup of Parlia-
ment and the formation of a 
government. 

So, to all Canadians, keep 
voting for minority Parlia-
ments until our political 
leadership finally throws in 
the towel, and accedes to a 
more democratic system. And 
then we will have a democ-
racy more like Game 6 of 
this year’s Stanley Cup final 
where a lucky bounce was 
not a factor, and there was no 
doubt who deserved to win.

Victor Foyle 
Toronto, Ont.

Editorial

A quartet of United States senators 
piled onto Parliament Hill on 

July 21 looking to bend Prime Minister 
Mark Carney’s ear about Canada-U.S. 
relations.

Following the meeting, Republican 
Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski, and 
her three Democrat colleagues—Ore-
gon’s Ron Wyden, New Hampshire’s 
Maggie Hassan, and Nevada’s Cather-
ine Cortez Masto—said they discussed 
issues such as the recently scrapped 
digital services tax, the Cana-
da-U.S.-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) 
review, and softwood lumber. 

Wyden, the U.S. Senate Finance Com-
mittee’s point person on international 
trade, emphasized that the members of 
the delegation were “bridge builders, not 
people who throw wrenches.”

The American lawmakers said they 
had a constructive conversation with 
Carney, as well as with Foreign Min-
ister Anita Anand, and that they put 
forward “concrete ideas” to help “build 
more trust between the United States 
and Canada.”

Members of the group repeatedly 
referred to the current rockiness of the 
Canada-U.S. relationship, and acknowl-
edged that Canadians were turning their 
backs on their American neighbours.

Hassan brought greetings from her 
state, saying that “we know that the 
instability in our relationship right 
now means some Canadians have 
decided to stay away from their favou-
rite American tourist spots, and we 
hope you will come back. And it’s not 
just that we miss your business—which 
of course every good business person 
does—but we miss your friendship.”

Down in Nevada, they’re also 
feeling that impact, said Cortez Masto, 
noting that Canadians typically make 
up 30 per cent of the state’s interna-
tional visitors. 

But, with very few exceptions, they 
danced around the reason for that 
instability.

Murkowski, as the lone Republican, 
was asked to address U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s 51st state rhetoric, and 
she said she couldn’t explain it.

“Certainly here in Canada you can 
sense that there is a direct hostility, 
if you will, to that suggestion. So my 
advice to the president—not that he 
will take it willingly—is that construc-
tive dialogue is going to be what rein-
forces this long-standing relationship 
between these two countries where you 
have a 5,000-mile border, where you 
have shared interests, shared values,” 
she said.

As Wyden highlighted, his country’s 
founding document places interna-
tional trade in the hands of Congress, 
so the group was visiting in their 
capacity to wave the flag that they’re 
ready and willing to do the work nec-
essary to “reinvigorate” the agreement 
that defines trade between the two 
countries. 

Reviewing or renegotiating CUSMA 
was always going to be a factor—that’s 
how it was written—and, obviously, 
the relationship didn’t deteriorate to 
this degree when Trump blew up the 
predecessor deal, NAFTA.

None of the Californian ad cam-
paigns or renaming of streets in Ver-
mont are going to change that key fac-
tor that Murkowski very lightly touched 
on—that the U.S. president’s words and 
actions struck a nerve among Canadi-
ans that no amount of run-of-the-mill 
trade talks are going to soothe.

So if Americans want Canadians to 
embrace them again with open arms 
(read: spend money), then it’s not the 
Canadian choir that needs to hear 
the preaching.

The Hill Times

U.S. politicians are 
barking up the wrong tree

Editorial Letters to the Editor

The composition of 
Parliament shouldn’t 
be based on a lucky 

bounce: letter writer

THE HILL TIMES   |   WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 20258

Editor: Kate Malloy 

Managing Editor: Charelle Evelyn 

Digital Editor: Samantha Wright Allen

Executive Editor: Peter Mazereeuw 

Deputy Editors: Laura Ryckewaert, 
Tessie Sanci

Deputy Digital Editor: Marlo Glass

Assistant Deputy Editor: Abbas Rana

Publishers: Anne Marie Creskey,  
Jim Creskey, Leslie Dickson, Ross Dickson

General Manager, CFO: Andrew Morrow

CMCA
AUDITED

2012 Better 
Newspaper 
Winner

2009 WINNER

Published every Monday and 
Wednesday by Hill Times 
Publishing Inc.

246 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E4
(613) 232-5952 
Fax (613) 232-9055
Canadian Publications Mail Agreement No. 40068926  
www.hilltimes.com

Please send letters to the editor to 
the above street address or e-mail 
to news@hilltimes.com. Deadline is 
Wednesday at noon, Ottawa time, 
for the Monday edition and Friday 
at noon for the Wednesday edition. 
Please include your full name, 
address and daytime phone number. 
The Hill Times reserves the right to 
edit letters. Letters do not reflect the 
views of The Hill Times. Thank you.

DELIVERY INQUIRIES
circulation@hilltimes.com

613-688-8821

Publications Mail Agreement No. 40068926
RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN  
ADDRESSES TO: CIRCULATION DEPT.  
246 Queen Street Suite 200, Ottawa, ON 
K1P 5E4

EDITORIAL
NEWS REPORTERS  

Stuart Benson, Jesse Cnockaert, Riddhi Kachhela, 
Irem Koca, Neil Moss, and Eleanor Wand

ENGAGEMENT EDITOR  
Christina Leadlay

PHOTOGRAPHERS  
Sam Garcia, Andrew Meade, and Cynthia Münster

EDITORIAL CARTOONIST  
Michael de Adder

COLUMNISTS  
Andrew Caddell, John Chenier,  

Sheila Copps, David Crane, Jim Creskey,  
Gwynne Dyer, Matt Gurney, Michael Harris, 

Erica Ifill, Joe Jordan, Rose LeMay, Alex Marland, 
Arthur Milnes, Tim Powers, Susan Riley, 

Ken Rubin, Josie Sabatino, Bhagwant Sandhu, 
Evan Sotiropoulos, Scott Taylor, Lori Turnbull, 

Nelson Wiseman, and Les Whittington

ADVERTISING
VICE PRESIDENT MARKETING AND  

MULTIMEDIA SALES  
Steve MacDonald

DIRECTORS OF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT  

Ulle Baum, Craig Caldbick, Erveina Gosalci, and 
Martin Reaume

DIGITAL AND DESIGN
CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER 

David Little

SENIOR WEB DEVELOPER  
Nick Vakulenko

DIGITAL AND PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Joey Sabourin

SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Neena Singhal

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  
Naomi Wildeboer 

ADMINISTRATION
HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER 

Tracey Wale

SUBSCRIPTIONS
MARKETING DIRECTOR  

Chris Rivoire

LOYALTY AND  
SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER  

Melanie Grant

OFFICE AND CIRCULATION MANAGER  
Irma Guarneros

SALES CONSULTANT 
Puran Guram

Im
ag

e 
co

ur
te

sy
 p

ex
el

s.
co

m



International relations today are 
rife with difficult challenges to 

peace, security, democracy, the 
rule of law, human rights, and a 
healthy environment. 

Prime Minister Mark Carney 
calls this a “hinge moment” for 
Canada—a chance to lessen our 
reflexive economic and security 
ties to the United States, and 
strive for wider and more equita-
ble foreign and trade relations. 

We could not agree more. 
Canada can and should transform 
the role it has played internation-
ally, to meet sovereign nations 
on equal grounds and forge 
agreements that guarantee civil, 

political, social, economic, and 
environmental rights. 

However, the recently con-
cluded free trade agreement with 
Ecuador is the furthest thing from 
a “hinge.” 

Canada must diversify its 
trade relations to buffer against 
risks emanating from the White 
House. The reset we need is 
one that ensures any new trade 
agreements undertake due dili-
gence, in line with United Nations 
standards and recommendations, 
to ensure full compliance with 
human rights obligations, includ-
ing the rights and sovereignty of 
Indigenous Peoples and the right 
to a healthy environment. 

It is for these reasons Canada 
must not implement a highly 
problematic free trade agreement 

negotiated with Ecuador by the 
Trudeau government in 2024.

The deal will have an insig-
nificant effect on two-way trade 
flows, and is aimed more at 
protecting Canadian mining 
investment in the South Ameri-
can nation from democratic and 
Indigenous opposition. 

Indigenous, subsistence 
farmer, human rights, and envi-
ronmental organizations in Ecua-
dor have repeatedly expressed 
deep concern that the trade deal 
will exacerbate a dire human 
rights situation and pose a threat 
to ecologically sensitive areas of 
the country. 

In October 2024, we hosted a 
visit by courageous Ecuadorian 
Indigenous women and water 
defenders who met with govern-

ment leaders to share disturbing 
testimony of human rights viola-
tions linked to Canadian mining 
projects. 

They called on Canada not to 
sign any deal unless Indigenous 
Peoples in Ecuador give their free, 
prior, and informed consent—a 
recommendation also made by 
the House of Commons Trade 
Committee in its June 2024 report 
to the Trudeau government. 

The Ecuadorian defenders also 
expressed deep concern—as we 
have in Canada—about the inclu-
sion of an investor-state dispute 
settlement (ISDS) process that a 
majority of Ecuadorians rejected 
in a national referendum last year.

UN reports warn of the cata-
strophic consequences of ISDS 
for human rights and the envi-
ronment. You only have to look 
at Panama and Peru to see how 
Canadian corporations are using 
ISDS to leverage government 
action that favours their invest-
ment over public interests.

In October 2024, the leaders of 
six Canadian labour unions asked 
former prime minister Justin 
Trudeau to halt the free trade 
negotiations, and for rights to be 
upheld. In June, the same unions, 
along with 23 other respected 
Canadian organizations, reiter-
ated these demands in a joint 
letter to Carney, which expressed 

concerns the government is mov-
ing to ratify the Ecuador deal at 
warp speed.

Equally disturbing, the 
Ecuadorian government has sent 
the military into communities 
speaking out about the negative 
impacts from Canadian min-
ing projects. President Daniel 
Noboa has also enacted execu-
tive decrees to limit community 
participation in environmental 
decision-making processes. UN 
bodies have repeatedly called out 
these violations of international 
human rights standards. Canada 
should not be ignoring them. 

Since 2023, more than 100 
environmental defenders have 
been prosecuted with unfounded 
charges, and some have been jailed 
for peacefully protesting Canadian 
mining projects in Ecuador. 

If the Canada-Ecuador free 
trade deal is ratified by the Cana-
dian Parliament in its current 
form—with its excessive investor 
rights and unenforceable inclu-
sive trade chapters—it will only 
exacerbate a human rights crisis 
affecting Indigenous Peoples and 
communities seeking to protect 
precious water and the right to a 
healthy environment.

It is imperative that the federal 
government hits reset on the Can-
ada-Ecuador Free Trade Agree-
ment. Trade with any country 
must not sacrifice human rights 
and the environment. 

Peggy Nash is executive 
director of the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives. Viviana 
Herrera is co-manager at Mining-
Watch Canada. Caren Weisbart is 
coalition co-ordinator at Com-
mon Frontiers.
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What started as a straightfor-
ward question—how best to 

measure and present broadband 

speeds to consumers—has spi-
ralled into a regulatory exercise 
in search of a problem. 

The Canadian Radio-televi-
sion and Telecommunications 
Commission’s ongoing push to 
mandate standardized broadband 
labels is a solution that’s not only 
unnecessary in the Canadian 
context, but one that has failed 
to deliver meaningful results 
elsewhere.

The CRTC’s own consumer 
research tells a clear story: Cana-
dians already find the informa-
tion provided by their internet 
service providers useful and easy 
to understand. Consumers report 
being able to compare options 
and make informed choices based 
on what’s available in the market. 
That should be the end of the 
story.

But it’s not.
Instead of recognizing that the 

system is working well, the CRTC 
doubled down on the idea of 

creating a standardized “nutrition 
label” for broadband services—
mirroring an approach taken in 
the United States. The problem? 
There’s no evidence the U.S. 
model works. On the contrary, 
data cited by Cogeco in its sub-
mission to the CRTC shows that 
only two per cent of customers of 
its U.S.-based services even look 
at the broadband label. For a pub-
lic policy tool that’s supposed to 
empower consumers, that figure 
should raise serious concerns.

In fact, the U.S. experience 
should be viewed as a cautionary 
tale. While standardized labels 
may seem appealing on paper, 
they haven’t improved consumer 
outcomes in practice. Other coun-
tries, like the United Kingdom 
and Australia, have opted not to 
mandate such labels. Rather than 
micromanaging how companies 
communicate service information, 
they’ve recognized that compa-
nies should have the flexibility 

to display product information 
provided it is accurate and not 
misleading.

The Canadian broadband 
landscape, while not perfect, is 
delivering results. Consumers 
are better informed than ever. 
Providers have every incentive 
to communicate clearly in a 
competitive marketplace where 
switching is relatively easy, and 
transparency is expected. Rather 
than enhancing transparency, a 
mandatory label risks becom-
ing a costly distraction from 
the issues that matter most to 
consumers.

Complying with a prescrip-
tive labelling mandate requires 
service providers to invest time, 
money, and ongoing IT sys-
tem changes. These are finite 
resources that could be—and 
should be—spent on things 
that matter more to consum-
ers: expanding rural coverage, 
boosting network speeds, and 
improved resiliency. 

Instead, if the CRTC imposes a 
standard label requirement, we’re 
likely to see a label very few 
Canadians will read, developed 
through a lengthy regulatory 
process that has only a self-con-
gratulatory press release issued 
by the CRTC to show for it. For 
the average consumer, the impact 
will be negligible. Meanwhile, the 
opportunity cost will be very real.

This isn’t to say the CRTC 
shouldn’t care about consumer 
transparency. It absolutely 
should. But it needs to pick its 
tools carefully. When the existing 
approach is working, when inter-
national evidence points to the 
failure of labelling mandates, and 
when the cost of action outweighs 
the benefit, regulators should 
resist the urge to do something 
for the sake of doing something.

Canada’s telecommunica-
tions future depends not just on 
investment and innovation, but 
also on smart, focused regulation. 
This is a moment for the CRTC to 
embrace pragmatism over perfor-
mative policy. It should resist the 
temptation to fix that which isn’t 
broken—and acknowledge that 
sometimes doing nothing is the 
best option.

Mark Goldberg (@mark_gold-
berg) is a telecommunications 
consultant with 45 years of 
international experience working 
with service providers, equip-
ment manufacturers, policy 
makers, and regulators. He was 
co-founder of The Canadian 
Telecom Summit. In naming him 
as one of Canada’s top 10 tech-
nology bloggers, itWorld Canada 
wrote: “No one does a better job 
of exploring, interpreting or criti-
cizing telecommunications policy 
in Canada. Period.”
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Canada needs to reset its free 
trade plans with Ecuador

Fixing what isn’t broken: 
why the CRTC should 
rethink broadband labels

Human rights, not 
corporate rights, 
should drive 
international trade 
relations under this 
new government.

Rather than 
enhancing 
transparency, a 
mandatory label risks 
becoming a costly 
distraction from the 
issues that matter 
most to consumers.
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Indigenous leaders 
from Ecuador 
Zenaida Yasacama, 
left, Fanny Kaekat, 
and Hortencia 
Zhagüi called on 
the Canadian 
government to end 
trade talks with 
their country 
during an October 
2024 visit to 
Ottawa. The Hill 
Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade



BY ELEANOR WAND

The upcoming byelection in 
Battle River–Crowfoot, Alta., 

is Conservative Leader Pierre 
Poilievre’s potential ticket back into 
the House of Commons. But the 
competition says Poilievre is out of 
touch with the rural riding, and that 
his victory is far from guaranteed. 

The byelection was called on 
June 30 after former Conservative 
MP Damien Kurek announced 
his resignation to make way for 
Poilievre to run.

Sarah Spanier, a first-time 
independent candidate, was 
compelled to run in the Aug. 
18 contest after Kurek’s depar-
ture, saying it left people in her 
community feeling like pawns 
in a political game. She told The 
Hill Times “more and more people 
are getting very vocal about their 
frustration” over Poilievre para-
chuting in as an Alberta candi-
date after losing the Ontario seat 
he held for two decades in April.

“It’s honestly nice to hear that 
people are starting to realize that 
he’s using us,” she said, adding 
many were “angry” following 
Kurek’s resignation.

“Voters overwhelmingly sup-
ported Damien only to have that 
choice ripped away on a whim 
because Pierre got fired from his 
home riding, and now he feels he 
can use Battle River—Crowfoot 
as some type of political pawn, 
assuming that riding is a guaran-
teed win,” she said.

“I personally find that really 
insulting,” said Spanier, who has 

since told The Canadian Press she 
has stopped door-knocking due to 
death threats she attributes to her 
advocacy on trans rights.

Poilievre is currently set to 
run against at least nine other 
candidates, not including those 
running as part of a protest 
effort organized by the Longest 
Ballot Committee. Along with 
Spanier, the other candidates are: 
independent Bonnie Critchley, 
United Party of Canada’s Grant 
Abraham, Libertarian Party of 
Canada’s Michael Harris, Chris-
tian Heritage Party of Canada’s 
Jeff Willerton, the Green Party’s 
Douglas Gook, New Democrat 
Katherine Swampy, Liberal 
candidate Darcy Spady, and the 
People’s Party of Canada’s (PPC) 
Jonathan Bridges.

More than 100 additional 
candidates listed as running 
are associated with the Longest 
Ballot Committee. The group says 
it’s aiming to get “somewhere 
around 200” candidates on the list 
after getting 91 candidates on the 
ballot in Poilievre’s former riding 
of Carleton, Ont., back in April. 

Spanier said she’s running as 
an independent because her riding 
needs an MP who cannot be forced 
to step down because of party ties.

“It’s time that we listen to the 
people of Carleton. They did see 
who [Poilievre] really was,” said 
Spanier, who has lived in the 
riding for a year.

Critchley, a retired veteran, 
told CBC’s Power & Politics she’s 
running for similar reasons.

“We just had an election, and 
we spent all that money, and 
we elected the candidate of our 
choice who promptly turned 
around and said ‘no, I don’t want 

that mandate I asked you for,’” she 
said in a July 15 interview.

“We’re spending another 
$2-million to vote in the angry 
guy from Ottawa who doesn’t 
know jack about this area.” 

Both Critchely and Spanier said 
they think it’s important that their 
MP is familiar with the riding and 
understands the community’s needs. 

“It’s a whole different way of 
[living] than living in an urban 
area,” Spanier said of rural 
Alberta, noting that she has a lot 
of “quiet support” in her commu-
nity that she thinks gives her “a 
good shot” at winning. 

Poilievre’s margin of 
victory could affect 
leadership review, says 
professor

Battle River–Crowfoot is a 
riding with a strong Conservative 
electoral history, having voted 
blue since its creation in 2015. 
Kurek won the seat handily three 
times in a row. During the April 
28 election, he secured the seat 
with a whopping 82.8 per cent of 
the vote, achieving the second- 
highest winning margin for a Tory 
candidate in the country. 

Lori Williams, a political 
scientist and professor at Mount 
Royal University, said it’s likely 
Poilievre will win given the area’s 
strong Conservative support, and 
given that Kurek has been cam-
paigning alongside him. But the 
leader’s winning margin could 
impact his future.

“The question is: will the 
margin of victory be diminished? 
Will all of this factor into people’s 
decisions about who they want 

as leader?” Williams highlighted, 
pointing to Poilievre’s upcoming 
leadership review in January 
2026, which will take place at the 
party’s convention in Calgary.

If Poilievre wins by a slimmer 
margin than Kurek, “it could raise 
questions amongst those who 
wonder whether he’s got the ability 
to carry them successfully through 
another election,” Williams said.

She also noted the support 
Critchley has amassed, which 
could cut into Poilievre’s vote 
share and decrease his margin 
of victory. Critchley’s critiques of 
both Kurek and Poilievre appear 
to be “really resonating in some 
circles,” Williams said, predicting 
the independent will come in sec-
ond, and the PPC’s Bridges will 
gain votes compared to his results 
in the spring election.

Bridges finished fourth on 
April 28, with 1.6 per cent of the 
vote, and told The Hill Times 
he also expects his support to 
increase. Still, he conceded it’s a 
“safe bet” that Poilievre will win.

“I do feel like the People’s Party 
is poised to gain a lot in this elec-
tion,” said Bridges, who has lived 
in the riding his entire life. “We are 
a conservative-based party, and a 
lot of people agree with our poli-
cies—a lot of people that are scared 
that if they don’t vote for the blue 
party, then the Liberals will win.”

The Green Party’s Gook is also 
running on Aug. 18 after finishing 
fifth in April, taking home only 0.7 
per cent of the vote. Gook cur-
rently lives in British Columbia, 
but said he has “strong connec-
tions” to the riding and has worked 
with horse farms in the area.

Gook told The Hill Times he 
wants to “honour” Kurek, noting 
Green Party Leader Elizabeth 
May (Saanich–Gulf Islands, B.C.) 
“had a wonderful working rela-
tionship with him.”  

“It must have been a very, very 
difficult choice for him, con-
sidering his popularity and his 
long-standing commitment to that 
riding,” Gook said. “To be usurped 
by the upper party brass [and] 
basically forced to resign. I think 
that is a tragedy in many respects.”

Kurek has previously said 
his decision to step down is only 
temporary, and that he will run 
again in the region, which calls 
into question where Poilievre 
might run in the future, should 
he secure a seat and remain the 
party’s leader.

Gook said he wanted to run in 
the byelection for Conservative 
Party members who want to see a 
leadership contest “as fast as pos-
sible.” The race also presents an 
opportunity for the riding’s voters 
to send a message that “Alberta 
is really concerned about the 
climate emergency,” he added.

Both the NDP and the Liberals 
are running new candidates. The 
New Democrats’ Swampy, a band 
councillor for the Samson Cree 
Nation and an Indigenous activist 
in the province, ran in Leduc–
Wetaskiwin, Alta., in April, losing 
to incumbent Conservative MP 
Mike Lake, and placing third with 
a 6.1 per cent share of the vote. 

A spokesperson for the NDP 
said Swampy was unavailable for 
an interview. 

Spady, the Liberal candidate, 
is a local who grew up in the 
riding, and who works as a petro-
leum engineer. 

A Liberal Party release from 
June 30 quotes Spady as saying 
“it’s time to build, to be bold and 
ambitious, and I’ve seen firsthand 
how our region can lead the way,” 
adding that he’s running to “build 
a stronger Alberta and Canada.” 
Spady could not be reached by 
The Hill Times by deadline. 

‘Critchley comes well 
before Poilievre’ on the 
ballot: Williams

Poilievre has lashed out about 
the Longest Ballot protest efforts, 
saying he wants election laws 
changed to prevent ballots of the 
length seen in Carleton, and now 
Battle River–Crowfoot.

“This is a scam. It’s unfair, it is 
unjust, and it must stop,” the Con-
servative leader said at a July 11 
town hall in Stettler, Alta., which 
is in the riding. He suggested 
changing the rules to increase the 
number of signatures required to 
run from 100 to 1,000, and only 
allowing voters to sign one nomi-
nation form.

The Longest Ballot Commit-
tee has denounced his suggested 
reforms. In a statement that 
wasn’t attributed to a group rep-
resentative, it called the reform 
“dangerous,” as well as “ill con-
ceived and self-serving.”

“[W]hen it comes to election 
law, politicians just have too 
much skin in the game to be 
calling the shots,” the statement 
reads, noting that requiring 1,000 
signatures would turn “every 
election into a two party race,” 
and also claiming that elections 
“in safe ridings, like Battle River–
Crowfoot, we would likely see no 
election at all.”

Williams said the group’s 
efforts have the potential to 
impact the byelection’s outcome, 
if only by virtue of the alphabet.

“It can make things a bit more 
onerous, more complicated,” she 
said. “That said, it’s going to take 
time to find anybody’s name on 
that ballot, but Critchley comes 
well before Poilievre. So, who 
knows? That could be a factor.”

But Williams emphasized that 
the primary factor in the byelec-
tion will be turnout. 

“If somebody really captures the 
imagination of the voters here—
that’s really the unknown quantity.”

ewand@hilltimes.com
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‘He’s using us’: independent 
byelection candidates say 
‘frustration’ getting ‘louder’ 
over Poilievre parachuting 
into Alberta riding
Pierre Poilievre has 
chosen one of the 
safest Tory seats in 
the country to try to 
punch his ticket back 
to Parliament Hill, but 
his opponents say the 
Conservative leader is 
using their riding as 
a ‘political pawn’ and 
his win isn’t a sure 
thing.
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Conservative 
Leader Pierre 
Poilievre is 
hoping to 
secure a seat in 
the House this 
August, but his 
competition 
doesn’t think 
he should be so 
confident 
about his 
chances in the 
upcoming 
byelection. The 
Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade



fundamental freedoms (including 
of religion, thought, and peaceful 
assembly), and legal and equality 
rights. 

Amid then-prime minister 
Pierre Trudeau’s push to patriate 
the Constitution and entrench 
the Charter of Rights within it, 
Section 33’s inclusion in the latter 
document was agreed to as a 
political compromise to get all 
provinces—ultimately excluding 
Quebec—on side. 

“Section 33 was seen as a 
safety valve to be used only 
on rare occasions, and it was 
expected that it would be used 
in relation to non-controversial 
issues,” reads a Library of Parlia-
ment write-up on the clause. 

Since 1982, it has been pro-
posed or invoked more than 20 
times provincially—largely in 
Quebec, but also in Ontario, Sas-
katchewan, Alberta, New Bruns-
wick, and the Yukon—including 
eight times since 2018. It has yet 
to be used at the federal level. 

During the previous Parlia-
ment, Harder introduced a motion 
on the subject proposing the “Sen-
ate express the view that it should 
not adopt any bill that contains a 
declaration pursuant to section 33 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.” 

At the time, Harder told The 
Hill Times his aim was to prompt 
debate and reflection, arguing that 
attitudes towards use of the clause 
have changed since the Charter 
was adopted, and that the han-
dling of legislation that invokes 
it should, too. Top of mind for 
Harder were multiple instances of 
pre-emptive use of Section 33 by 
provincial governments in recent 
years, and comments by Conser-
vative Leader Pierre Poilievre in 
April and September 2024 indicat-
ing his willingness to invoke the 
clause federally.

Currently at second reading 
in the Senate, Bill S-218 tackles 

the matter from a different angle, 
proposing a series of amend-
ments to the Constitution Act, 
1982, to set out a new process by 
which Parliament would handle 
such bills.

“This question—which is very, 
very complex—deserves more 
than a conversation,” said Harder 
on July 10, and introducing a bill 
gives the Senate “opportunity to 
further study all the implications 
and perhaps try to recommend 
some framework that could be 
useful to any government” looking 
to invoke the clause. 

Harder said his already ongo-
ing efforts to draft the bill during 
prorogation were accelerated 
following Poilievre’s campaign 
commitment to restore—through 
use of Section 33—powers struck 
down by the Supreme Court in 
2022 to enable judges to sentence 
multiple murderers to consecutive 
prison sentences beyond 25 years, 
without the possibility of parole. 

Specifically, S-218 would 
require any legislation that 
invokes Section 33 to be intro-
duced by a minister in the House, 
and only if the Supreme Court 
has already found—through a 
reference question or other rul-
ing—that use of the clause would 
be required. That bill would have 
to include a preamble setting out 
reasons for use of Section 33, and 
the minister introducing it would 
have to table a statement set-
ting out the potential rights and 
freedoms that would be infringed, 
and why such infringement can’t 
be justified as a “reasonable” limit.

Harder’s bill further sets out 
that, in consideration of such 
legislation, neither the House nor 
the Senate could adopt a time-al-
location motion to limit debate, or 
consider it as part of a committee 
of the whole. Moreover, S-218 

would require a bill using the not-
withstanding clause to have sup-
port from two-thirds of the House, 
and from MPs from at least two 
recognized parties, in order to 
be passed at third reading in the 
Lower Chamber. 

Asked why such stipulations 
only apply to the House, not the 
Senate, Harder said given the 
independence of the Upper Cham-
ber, there “wouldn’t be partisan 
imperative” in the handling of such 
legislation, and that he thinks it’s 
important for the House to have 
“agreed processes for the manner 
and form in which” it would deal 
with such bills.

“I was around at the time 
of the repatriation, and I am 
devoted to the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms, and I believe that 
each generation must—in its own 
way—advance and protect the 
rights that were so hardly fought 
[for] by earlier legislators,” said 
Harder. “You don’t need a Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms to protect 
the rich and the wealthy and the 
privileged, you need it to protect 
minority rights, and those who 
don’t readily have available the 
levers of power.” 

An ‘extremely high 
threshold’ 

Independent Senators Group 
Facilitator Raymonde Saint-Ger-
main (De la Vallière, Que.) has a 
number of questions, and some 
concerns, with Harder’s bill as 
currently proposed, but overall 
wants to see it sent to committee 
for study—and amendment.

Saint-Germain said Section 
33 should be used rarely and in 
exceptional circumstances, and 
she shares the concern over “the 
lack of criteria for parliamentari-
ans to examine” bills that invoke it.

But among Saint-Germain’s 
concerns are the “pre-emptive” 
restrictions S-218 would place on 
the House and Senate’s ability to 
legislate as they see fit—including 
by using the legitimate forum of 
a committee of the whole, which 
she said can enable all members 
of a Chamber to benefit from 
witness testimony. She said the 
bill would also bring the Supreme 
Court “very close to the legislative 
process,” and put it in a position 
of potentially “restricting parlia-
mentarians’ work.”

“This, for me, deserves 
further consideration,” said 
Saint-Germain. 

She also highlighted the fact 
that, by requiring two-thirds of 
votes to come from members of 
at least two recognized parties in 
the House, S-218 would introduce 
“the notion of a political party, or 
partisan politics, in the Constitu-
tion … for the first time.”

While she said she understands 
the aim of disabling a majority 
government from passing such 
legislation unilaterally, the two-
party requirement and super-ma-
jority vote are thresholds that 
would be “very demanding for 
Parliament,” and would in effect 
make S-218 “an obstructive bill.” 

Saint-Germain also questioned 
how a federal bill that references 
provincial legislation that invokes 
the notwithstanding clause—like 
last Parliament’s Bill C-13—would 
be handled under Harder’s pro-
posed scheme. 

“This is why I do believe that 
this bill needs further consider-
ation, more scrutiny, and, for me, 
the committee is the right place to 
do so,” she said. 

Saint-Germain said she 
believes S-218 “is amendable.” 
Moreover, she said killing it at 
second reading would send the 
wrong message “that the Senate 
doesn’t care about the use of the 
notwithstanding clause, which is 
not the case.” 

“We need a framework, we 
need criteria … This is why I think 
[S-]218 is relevant, but not ready 
to be passed and certainly in its 
current form.” 

Conservative Senator Denise 
Batters (Saskatchewan), the 
official opposition critic for 
S-218, similarly highlighted 
the proposed super-majority 
vote requirement as an area of 
concern—including that it’s a 
requirement only stipulated for 
the final vote in the House. 

“His bill is silent on what vote 
percentage is needed in the Senate 
… and I kind of wonder if maybe 
that’s because he thinks he’s 
made passage of such a bill using 
the notwithstanding clause so 

utterly impossible in the House of 
Commons that it would never even 
come to the Senate,” said Batters.

With the “extremely high 
threshold” set out, “it seems quite 
clear to me that Senator Harder’s 
bill is designed to prevent the 
notwithstanding clause from ever 
being used,” she argued, stressing 
that it’s “a legitimate part of our 
Canadian Constitution.” 

Batters likewise noted the 
requirement for Supreme Court 
decisions, saying it would be “quite 
a major difference” to the legisla-
tive process, “and a problem.” 

She also challenged   Hard-
er’s assertion that the proposed 
amendments could be enacted 
without requiring the support of 
at least seven provinces repre-
senting at least 50 per cent of 
Canada’s population, in addition 
to the House and Senate.

Harder has argued that, since 
his bill only affects parliamen-
tary machinations, the changes 
could be brought about through 
the Constitution’s Section 44 
amending formula, which allows 
Parliament to unilaterally pass 
changes related to the govern-
ment, Senate, or the House. In his 
sponsor speech on S-218, Harder 
noted the latter formula has been 
used previously to increase the 
number of seats in the House, and 
to add a Senator for Nunavut to 
the Upper Chamber. 

Batters contended that pre-
venting the use of the notwith-
standing clause is “a far cry from 
that kind of example,” and said 
“some legal scholars and aca-
demics” have questioned whether 
Harder’s bill could go ahead 
unilaterally as proposed. 

That said, the first concern 
raised by Batters in speaking 
with The Hill Times on July 16 
was her perception of partisan 
motivations, pointing to Harder’s 
repeated reference to Poilievre’s 
comments on potential pre-emp-
tive use of the clause. 

“To me, it’s clear that Senator 
Harder’s motivation in bringing 
this bill forward … is primarily 
political,” she said.

Batters also questioned the 
degree to which Harder has had 
support from the Liberal govern-
ment in drafting his bill. “If this is 
really a government bill, it would 
be fair to put it forward to us as a 
government bill,” she said. 

Asked who he consulted in 
drafting S-218, and whether 
anyone from the Lower Chamber 
was on the list, Harder said he 
consulted with “our legal counsel” 
and the Canadian Bar Associ-
ation. As to whether he’s been 
in touch with anyone from the 
House, including Government 
House Leader Steven MacKin-
non (Gatineau, Que.), the min-
ister responsible for democratic 
institutions, Harder said didn’t 
directly respond, but said “a num-
ber of Members of Parliament 
have contacted me to indicate 
their support for the bill.”

“As we move forward, I will 
increase that effort, but I think at 
the present time, my focus is on 
getting appropriate debate in the 
Senate and getting it to commit-
tee,” said Harder. 

MacKinnon’s office declined to 
offer comment. 

lryckewaert@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Senator Harder wants to 
legislate how the feds handle the 
notwithstanding clause—his 
colleagues have some concerns
PSG Senator Peter 
Harder’s Bill S-218 
follows a motion 
last Parliament that 
sought to foster 
reflection on use 
of the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms’ 
notwithstanding 
clause. 
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Continued from page 1 The potential handling of federal legislation that invokes the notwithstanding 
clause is a question that ‘deserves more than a conversation,’ says Ontario 
Senator Peter Harder. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade



BY MARLO GLASS

Long before Prime Minister 
Mark Carney made sweeping 

election promises of harnessing 
artificial intelligence to boost pro-
ductivity in the federal bureau-
cracy, AI programs were hard at 
work in the public service. 

Whether it’s tax questions, 
addressing Phoenix pay issues, 
translation services, or drafting 
documents, it seems there’s an AI 
bot for that.

In fact, the annual report about 
the federal public service itself was 
developed with the help of genera-
tive artificial intelligence. The July 
16 Privy Council Office report for 
Carney (Nepean, Ont.) includes 
the disclaimer that the AI section 
was written using “a generative AI 
tool approved for use by public ser-
vants.” The tool helped “with plain 
language” and to brainstorm while 
developing the narrative, but the 
generated content was reviewed 
and edited by humans.

Artificial intelligence is tech-
nology that enables computers 
to simulate human processes like 
logic, problem solving, pattern rec-
ognition, and more. Generative AI 
is based on machine learning mod-
els that create original content by 
mimicking the human-generated 
information that it’s trained on. 

The government’s AI strategy 
for 2025 to 2027 has been in place 
since the spring, and numerous 
applications of the technology 
have been put in place throughout 
the public sector. The strategy 
requires public disclosure of 
which technologies are used and 
the tasks they perform, as both 
public and private sector surveys 
show mistrust about the use of 
artificial intelligence remains high. 

The Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA), Public Services 
and Procurement Canada (PSPC), 
and Shared Services Canada are 
among the departments making 
prominent use of these programs 
in their daily work.

Translation tool misses 
‘critical nuances,’ warns 
union

Last month, PSPC’s Trans-
lation Bureau launched an AI 

translation tool prototype called 
PSPC Translate, spokesperson 
Jullian Paquin confirmed to The 
Hill Times.

The prototype was designed 
after a “noticeable decline” in 
translation request volumes, 
which suggested employees were 
using external translation tools 
like Google Translate and DeepL, 
an AI translation tool, Paquin said.

“To address this, the Transla-
tion Bureau sought to provide a 
secure, high-quality alternative 
that reflects Canadian linguis-
tic standards and ensures data 
confidentiality.”

The tool is not intended to 
replace human translators, but to 
support the day-to-day commu-
nication needs of employees, and 
to reduce reliance on “unvetted 
external platforms,” Paquin said.

No jobs are being eliminated 
as a result of the prototype’s 
launch, and it’s designed to 
support Translation Bureau staff 
by handling routine internal 
content, Paquin said, allowing 
for translators to focus on more 
complex work.

“Their expertise remains also 
essential to ensuring quality, 
refining the tool, and updating 
the lexicon to reflect evolving 
language use and organizational 
needs,” Paquin said.

Nathan Prier, president of the 
Canadian Association of Pro-
fessional Employees, one of the 
public service’s largest unions, 
criticized the tool as undermining 
Canadian bilingualism, as “critical 
nuances are lost” when transla-
tions are performed by machines 
instead of humans.

“Current translation technol-
ogies are far from being able to 
independently translate complex 
legal or technical texts,” he said 
in an emailed statement. “Errors 
in critical translations can create 
huge problems and cost more to 
resolve.”

Federal translators are “very 
high-calibre and remain more 
nuanced and sophisticated than 
current AI products,” he continued. 
“Their work can and is supported 
by emerging technologies but 
replacing them with AI in a rush is 
simply a direct attack on the stan-
dards Canadians should expect.

“We need to recruit more 
qualified people, give them the 
right tools, and consult them to 
find out what they need to do a 
quality job that puts both official 
languages on an equal footing 

and ensures professional and 
first-rate translations.”

Tax chat, document 
drafting, and more 

As previously reported by 
The Hill Times, PSPC has also 
developed a bot to clear up the 
backlog of complaints related to 
the Phoenix pay system.

Speaking to reporters on June 
23, PSPC associate deputy minis-
ter Alex Benay said an AI virtual 
agent, or “Ava,” has been trained 
by compensation advisers for 
the past year, and is now tasked 
with clearing 160,000 backlogged 
cases of issues with the belea-
guered Phoenix pay system, 
under the supervision of humans.

Benay said complex cases 
will be managed by humans, 
while “the lighter-touch stuff 
will be first passed by machines, 
reviewed by humans.”

In March, the CRA launched 
its beta chatbot, billing it as 
available 24/7 to answer questions 
about charities, personal income 
tax, and information related to 
accessing a CRA account. But it’s 
not without limits.

“Do not share any personal 
details like your name, address, 
social insurance number (SIN), 
date of birth, or financial infor-
mation while using the chatbot,” 
reads CRA’s fact sheet about the 
product. “The GenAI chatbot beta 
is not designed to securely handle 
personal or sensitive information.”

The disclaimer continues that 
the information provided by the 
chatbot beta is based on Canada.
ca webpages, and should not be 
taken as professional, legal, or 
medical advice. It further warns 
information from the bot “may not 
be fully accurate,” and ends with 
the advice to “use this information 
at your own risk.”

CRA spokesperson Sylvie 
Branch said the department 
first began experimenting with 
AI in 2023, and the new chatbot 
was developed in-house. It helps 
reduce pressure on contact cen-
tres, but isn’t intended to replace 
human agents.

“Instead, it enables taxpayers 
to find answers to basic questions 
independently, allowing contact 
centre staff to focus on more com-
plex inquiries that require human 
expertise.”

The CRA chatbot reflects the 
Treasury Board Secretariat’s com-
mitment to responsible, ethical, and 

effective AI adoption in the public 
sector, Branch said, and “closely 
aligns” with the TBS’s AI strategy 
and its guiding principles, includ-
ing being human-centred, collabo-
rative, ready, and responsible.

Shared Services Canada has 
an internal chatbot for its employ-
ees. Dubbed CANchat, the bot can 
assist with document drafting, 
content editing, summarizing 
information, research assistance, 
meeting preparation, and more. 

“SSC is conducting a pilot to 
evaluate CANChat’s value and 
potential for productivity,” the 
department’s webpage says. “The 
pilot aims to gather insights on 
integrating generative AI into 
daily workflows. This ensures 
employees have access to modern 
digital tools to improve their work 
experience and collaboration.”

Making bureaucrats 
more efficient 

Sean O’Reilly, president of 
the Professional Institute of the 
Public Service of Canada (PIPSC), 
says artificial intelligence is here 
to stay, and should be used as a 
tool to augment the work public 
servants do, allowing them to take 
on new and ambitious projects.

“It should be used to make 
the work we do better and more 
efficient, I don’t think AI should 
be replacing public servants,” he 
said. “I don’t think any Canadian 
wants to get answers from a com-
puter. It needs a human touch.”

While the public sector is brac-
ing for impact after Finance Minis-
ter François-Philippe Champagne 
(Saint-Maurice–Champlain, Que.) 
called for a spending review and 
for departments to cut their bud-
gets by 15 per cent over the next 
three years, there is a concern that 
AI will be used to replace public 
servants, O’Reilly said. 

But, he added, as it stands, 
public servants are using AI to do 
their jobs better.

“It’s removing that mundane 
work so they can actually use 
their skill that they train for to do 
the work, and they can do better 
work because of it,” O’Reilly said.

As AI usage expands across 
the public service, those pro-
grams will need to be maintained, 
and will need someone to “actu-
ally care for them and nurture 
them,” O’Reilly said, to make sure 
data models are working and 
biases are removed. Some PIPSC 
members are already working 
in that capacity across various 
departments, he added.

“You’re going to need a human 
for that,” he said. “Some research-
ers, their day to day job is AI.”

O’Reilly said unions have 
been pushing for an AI register 
that shows all applications of the 
technology, not just in the govern-
ment, as well as a regulatory body 
for the technology. 

The Privy Council Office estab-
lished an AI Secretariat in 2024 “to 
improve co-ordination and deliv-
ery of the government’s significant 
AI agenda,” including in the public 

service to “drive service improve-
ments and operational efficiency 
across government.”

Better tracking of AI 
programs needed

Joanna Redden is an associate 
professor in Western University’s 
faculty of information and media 
studies. She compiled a database 
of more than 300 applications of 
artificial intelligence in the fed-
eral government spanning from 
2013 to present, many of them 
pilot projects.

The database was developed via 
information from documents tabled 
in Parliament, access-to-informa-
tion requests, and news reporting. 
The database says just four per cent 
of the tools have publicly available 
government assessments on their 
impacts on the protected character-
istics of individuals.

In an interview, Redden says 
the public isn’t well-informed 
about how widely AI is being 
used in the public service, and 
more work needs to be done to 
make that information clear, 
noting the public service’s AI 
strategy for 2025-27 mentions 
plans to develop an AI register for 
the government.

“I think the public doesn’t 
know enough about where AI 
is happening. But not only that, 
I think even if you know AI is 
being used, you don’t necessarily 
know how you’ve been impacted,” 
she said. “That’s a huge prob-
lem because in the research I’ve 
been part of, these systems are 
often not as accurate as they’re 
expected to be, not efficient, they 
get things wrong.”

What’s more, she added, 
public trust in AI is also low, as 
people using generative AI tools 
have experienced firsthand their 
failures and shortcomings.

Aside from more transparency, 
more conversations are needed 
about the pitfalls of AI, Redden 
said, including risks to people and 
communities, as well as environ-
mental harms.

AI systems can be deployed in 
ways that can “disproportionately 
negatively affect” people with 
low incomes, or people who face 
discrimination based on race, 
ethnicity, or religion, she said, in 
some cases leading to wrongful 
arrests and detainment, biases in 
hiring, and more. 

Academics have developed 
an AI incident database to track 
some of the harms related to AI.

“The broad trend we see, 
and what I’m concerned about, 
is there’s not enough attention 
being paid to the ways in which 
AI is already leading to harm, and 
the kind of work that we should 
be doing, urgently, to prevent 
that harm from happening in the 
future,” Redden said. “There’s a lack 
of oversight in the first place to 
ensure that AI harms don’t occur.”

Redden said Bill C-27, the 
Artificial Intelligence and Data 
Act, was the government’s first 
crack at legislating and regulating 
AI, but it died on the Order Paper 
when Parliament was prorogued 
in January.

“We’d like to see that energy 
around regulating AI picked back 
up again,” she said.

—with files from Irem Koca
mglass@hilltimes.com

The Hill Times

From chatbots to translation: 
how the public service is using AI
The Canada 
Revenue Agency, 
Public Services and 
Procurement Canada, 
and Shared Services 
Canada are among 
the departments 
using the technology 
in their daily work, 
which they say helps 
with productivity.
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Prime Minister 
Mark Carney 
made sweeping 
promises 
during the 
election to 
harness AI and 
transform 
productivity in 
the federal 
public service. 
The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade



It’s hard to believe that an oil pipeline to 
cross through British Columbia’s northwest 

is once again being pushed by the premier of 
Alberta and considered by the prime minister 
of Canada. Unlike when Enbridge Northern 
Gateway first proposed an oilsands pipeline 
that would introduce oil supertankers to 
B.C.’s north coast for the first time nearly two 
decades ago, today such a pipeline would 
depart from the rebuilt community of Fort 
McMurray, Alta., past the scorched iconic 
town of Jasper, Alta., passing north of the 
decimated town of Lytton, B.C., and crossing 
hundreds of salmon creeks and rivers facing 
drought. While much has changed, much 
remains the same—many of us residents are 
still here, and we still say “no.” 

Enbridge’s previous proposal produced 
one of the greatest public outcries in north-
ern B.C. It united a broad cross-section 
of the region—First Nations and munic-
ipalities, loggers and tree huggers, and 
conservative and progressive voters. Wild 
salmon are what unites us in the northwest. 
It is pretty remarkable to be able to fish for 
and land a salmon or steelhead within the 
town boundaries of Terrace, Hazelton, and 
Smithers, as well as many of the Indigenous 
communities along the Skeena watershed. 

British Columbians, especially in the 
northwest, love this place and the healthy 
freshwater ecosystems and wild salmon 
that sustain us. When these are threatened, 
we join forces and defend our assets, just 
like we did to stop Northern Gateway. 

In March 2010, Coastal First Nations 
announced a ban on crude oil tankers in the 
Pacific North Coast under their Indigenous 
laws. Following this was the Save the Fraser 
Declaration in December 2010 that banned oil 
pipelines and oilsands projects from cross-
ing the Fraser watershed. Well over 100 First 
Nations ultimately signed this Declaration. 
Between 2012 and 2013, the National Energy 

Board heard from more than 1,400 northwest-
ern B.C. residents who registered to express 
their views on the risky project, with only two 
voicing their support. Several municipalities, 
unions, and businesses opposed Enbridge’s 
proposal in defence of the economies, 
 cultures, and ecosystems we rely on. 

In 2019, the federal government enacted 
Bill C-48, the Oil Tanker Moratorium Act, 
which prohibits oil tankers larger than 
12,500 tonnes carrying crude or persistent 
oil from B.C.’s north coast—the same coast 
that is home to the Great Bear Rainforest, 
newly created and planned Marine Pro-
tected Areas, and coastal communities reli-
ant on seafood and tourism. This bill solid-
ified the 1972 moratorium on oil tanker 
imports, and the 1985 Voluntary Exclusion 
Zone that has kept large oil tankers off this 
part of the coast for decades. 

What has changed since Bill C-48? The 
provincial and federal governments have 
enacted the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Climate 
change has caused warming of more than 1.6 
C in this region, with droughts and wildfires 
happening more frequently and severely. 
The Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline was 
built with tens of billions of taxpayer dollars 
to increase oilsands’ exports, and is still not 
operating at full capacity. United States Pres-
ident Donald Trump has slapped tariffs on 
Canadian goods and energy, and threatens 
to take over our country spurring reckless 
fast-tracking legislation.

What has not changed? Hecate Strait 
was listed as the world’s fourth most dan-
gerous waterway and, along with Douglas 
Channel, can see frequent winter storms 
with wave heights of 20 metres. These 
waters are home to populations of hump-
back, gray, fin, and minke whales, as well 
as porpoises, orcas, and dolphins. Beneath 
the surface is an oceanic underworld of 
mollusks and crustaceans, plankton and 
seaweed, and, of course, salmon. B.C.’s 
tourism sector generates more than 
$22-billion in direct revenue annually—
with many visitors coming to experience 
the rivers and coastlines we hold dear. 
The risks and potential consequences of 
oil spills to our rivers and coast remain as 
high and unacceptable as ever. 

The Moratorium Act followed years of 
communities fighting the Northern Gateway 
pipeline and tanker proposal that would 
have put our salmon watersheds and coast 
at risk of irreparable harm. Many of us who 
fought for this legislation to prevent future 
proposals are still here, and remain rooted 
in our love of the land and waters that 
sustain us. The answer to any oil pipeline or 
tankers through here is still “no.” 

Nikki Skuce is the director of the 
Northern Confluence Initiative based in 
Smithers, B.C. 

The Hill Times

We’re still here. 
We still say ‘no’

Many of us who fought 
for the oil tanker ban in 
northern B.C. to prevent 
future pipeline proposals 
are still here, and remain 
rooted in our love of the 
land and waters that 
sustain us.
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CARICOM envoys host party

The Hill Times photographs by Sam Garcia

Latvia, Estonia, and Lithuania mark 
sombre occasion

1. Members of the Estonian, Lithuanian, and Latvian communities gather to commemorate the 1941 
deportations from the Baltic States to Siberia at the Memorial to the Victims of Communism 
Memorial on Wellington Street in Ottawa on June 14. 2. Lithuanian Ambassador Egidijus Meilunas 
delivers remarks. 3. Estonian Ambassador Margus Rava looks on. 4. Latvian Ambassador Kaspars 
Ozolins attends the inaugural event.

1. Joanne Alfred, chargé d’affaires at the Trinidad 
and Tobago High Commission, left; Marvin 
Brathwaite, first secretary at the Barbados High 
Commission; Jamaican High Commissioner Marsha 
Coore Lobban; Guyanese High Commissioner Keith 
George; Grenadian High Commissioner Sylvester 
Quarless; Bahamian High Commissioner V. Alfred 
Gray; and Saint Kitts and Nevis High Commissioner 
Samuel Berridge at the CARICOM reception hosted 
at the National Arts Centre on June 27. 2. Sylvie 
Bedard, director general, Central America and 
Caribbean, at Global Affairs Canada, left; and Marie 
Françoise Suzan, chargé d’affaires at the Haitian 
Embassy. 3. Berridge, left, and Kazakhstan 
Ambassador Dauletbek Kussainov. 4. Coore Lobban 
delivers remarks.

Nikki  
Skuce

Opinion

Northwest residents rally against the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline in Prince Rupert 
in 2011. The proposal produced one of the greatest public outcries in northern B.C., uniting a broad 
cross-section of the region, writes Nikki Skuce. Photograph courtesy of Nikki Skuce

1

2

4

1

3 4

2

3



Circuit are scheduled for 
July 31.

A 25-per-cent IEEPA tariff was 
placed on Canadian goods—and 
10 per cent for energy and pot-
ash—under the guise of address-
ing fentanyl and migrant crises. 
The Act was also employed to 
facilitate Trump’s April 2 so-called 
“reciprocal” tariffs. Goods are 
exempt from the tariffs on Can-
ada if they are compliant with the 
Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA). 

At the G7 Leaders’ Summit 
in June, an initial deadline for 
completing talks was set for July 
21. But in a July 10 letter to Prime 
Minister Mark Carney (Nepean, 
Ont.), Trump set a new deadline 
for Aug. 1, and announced that the 
tariffs would jump to 35 per cent. It 
has been reported the tariffs would 
continue to only apply to goods 
that are not CUSMA compliant. 

International trade lawyer 
Robert Glasgow, a McCarthy 
Tétrault partner, said there are 
benefits and disadvantages to 
both waiting to sign a deal and 
getting one done by the deadline. 

“It’s difficult to say for sure 
where the court’s going to go,” 
he said. “If the Federal Court of 
Appeal ends up going with a 
determination that IEEPA tariffs 
are illegal, then that gives you 
a massive leg up in negotiating 
leverage … the major tariffs 
against Canada outside of steel 
and autos just kind of disappear.” 

Glasgow noted that despite the 
current situation, Canada already 
has a leg up on other countries 
since the IEEPA tariffs are not 
targeting goods that are CUSMA 
compliant.

There hasn’t been clear 
accounting over how much of 
Canada’s exports to the U.S. fall 
under the North American trade 
pact, but analysts told The Hill 
Times that estimates are likely in 
the 60-80 per cent range. 

Glasgow said that if the IEEPA 
tariffs are ruled to be illegal, it is 
likely that Trump would pivot to 
another tariff regime to advance 
his trade policy. 

“One way or another, we have 
to plan for trade being tariffed in 
the long term,” Glasgow said.

He said he anticipates Canada 
and the U.S. reaching some form 
of trade pact by the deadline, 
adding that it won’t be a compre-
hensive trade agreement, but one 
that lowers tariffs and provides 
sectoral relief. 

Carney has indicated that 
some levels of tariffs will be 
present in whatever agreement 
is reached with the U.S., telling 
reporters last week that “there’s 
not a lot of evidence right now” 
that the Trump administration 
would conclude a pact without 
tariffs in place. 

Glasgow said that achieving 
“some sort of deal” is a positive 
given the importance of having 
preferential access to the American 
market, but it won’t alleviate con-
cerns over continued trade threats.

“You can trust Trump as far as 
you can throw him, and I don’t 
think I can throw him very far,” 
he said. “At the same time, he has 
certain patterns and one of them 
is that—as we’ve seen in his letters 
with Vietnam and the like—is that 
he likes announcing deals and 
being seen to have closed deals.”

He said even if Trump can’t be 
trusted to adhere to any agree-
ment in the long term, it would 
offer short-term protection where 
Canada can advance its work on 
diversification. 

The case for waiting 
Carlo Dade, director of inter-

national policy at the University 
of Calgary’s School of Public 
Policy, told The Hill Times earlier 
this month that Canada shouldn’t 
be signing up for a global tariff in 
the negotiations when it has the 
potential to be removed by the 
American judiciary. 

“If the administration is trying 
to get deals done by August and 
the start of the appeal hearing is 
coming in July, do you want to 
rush to agree to tariffs that have 
already been declared illegal and 
unconstitutional and have ended, 
but that end has been put on hold 
[during the appeal]?” he said. 

He added that it makes little 
sense to offer concessions to a 
Trump administration that has 
broken trade agreements it pre-
viously negotiated during its first 
iteration, such as CUSMA side 
letters and a 2019 pact on steel 
and aluminum tariffs. 

Dade said the only good 
negotiation outcome is getting an 
exemption from the tariffs. 

“If [Trump’s] favourite and 
easiest tool for imposing tariffs is 
constrained and the current fen-
tanyl and across-the-board tariffs 
are about to be revoked, then it’s 
a whole new ball game and Can-
ada needs to change its negotiat-
ing objectives and strategy,” Dade 
wrote in a July 10 Globe and Mail 
op-ed.

International trade lawyer 
Lawrence Herman said that rush-
ing into a deal with an “artificial 
deadline may not be the most 
prudent thing to do.”

He said that an approach 
could be to delay signing a deal 
that would amount to a “hand-
shake” with Trump and lack “any 
real binding force in international 
law.” 

A group of U.S. Senators—three 
Democrats and a Republican—
were in Ottawa on July 21 to dis-
cuss the state of trade with Canada.

According to the Prime 
Minister’s Office, chief of staff 
Marc-André Blanchard joined 
senior officials last week in 
Washington, D.C., to “advance 
negotiations,” and Canada-U.S. 
Trade Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
(Beauséjour, N.B.) will head south 
of the border this week. 

Court likely to be 
deferential to Trump: 
lawyer

International trade lawyer 
Mark Warner, who practices in 
both the U.S. and Canada, said 
the appeals court is unlikely to 
rule in a way that would favour 
Canada. 

“The bottom line is American 
courts tend to be deferential to 
claims of presidential authority 
when presidents use their Article 
2 inherent powers over things 
like national emergencies and 
national security,” he said.

“As these cases go up the 
system, you’re going to courts in 
any generation [or] iteration since 
World War Two [that] are likely 
to be deferring to the president,” 
he said. 

Warner added that a court 
ruling to overturn the trafficking 
tariffs could end up being ques-
tioned more than its judgment on 
the “reciprocal” tariffs. 

The Court of International 
Trade ruled that those tariffs 
applied with the rationale of mit-
igating fentanyl didn’t meet the 
test of “deal[ing] with an unusual 
and extraordinary threat.”

Warner said that is unlikely 
to survive the upcoming appeals 
process. 

“Unfortunately for Canada, the 
one part of the case that I think 
is most likely not to be affirmed 
on appeal is the part that most 
directly applies to Canada and 
Mexico—the trafficking tariffs.” 

Warner said Canada’s strategy 
should be to strike a deal in the 
short term and not to wait out 
the legal cases, remarking that 
doing so could invite American 
retaliation. 

“I don’t think Canada would 
want to be the lead jurisdiction 
standing up to the man,” he said, 
remarking that it may play well 
for a domestic audience, but it 
would be a “disastrous strategy” 
given the size of the Canadian 
economy compared to that of its 
southern neighbour. 

Trade consultant Eric Miller, 
president of the Rideau Potomac 
Strategy Group, said he antici-
pates the courts “won’t save free 
trade,” remarking that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has been willing 
to allow for the expansion of 
presidential authority. 

He said it is an “awfully big 
risk” to hope that a court decision 
will fall in Canada’s favour, and 
the threat will dissipate.

“Even if the IEEPA process 
was ruled illegal at the highest 
levels, then Donald Trump [could] 
start a very broad Section 232 
[tariff] problem and put tariffs on 
that way,” he said. 

Miller said many people are 
hoping to see a potential agree-
ment to put the situation in the 
rearview mirror. 

With open questions about the 
CUSMA review that is sched-
uled to occur in 2026, Canada is 
looking to move quickly to have 
increased clarity and certainty 
in the North American trading 
relationship, he said.

“But the challenge with Donald 
Trump is that Donald Trump is 
perfectly willing to open an agree-
ment that he has made,” he said.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

August deadline could force 
Canada to sign a deal before 
courts rule on legality of 
Trump’s fentanyl tariffs 
Canada could gain 
added leverage in 
negotiations if the 
soon-to-be 35-per-
cent tariffs are ruled 
unconstitutional by 
an American appeals 
court.
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U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski was the 
lone Republican in a delegation that 
met with Prime Minister Mark Carney 
on July 21. The Hill Times photograph 
by Andrew Meade

Canada-U.S. 
Trade 
Minister 
Dominic 
LeBlanc 
will be in 
Washington, 
D.C., this 
week to 
advance 
trade talks, 
according to 
the PMO. 
The Hill Times 
photograph 
by Andrew 
Meade



Hill Climbers By Laura Ryckewaert
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Environment and Climate 
Change Minister Julie Dab-

rusin has introduced some fresh 
perspective to her file among the 
17 staffers so far confirmed in her 
office, including with her choice of 
policy director, Matthew Paisley. 

“We have a strong and experi-
enced director team coming 
from across govern-
ment,” noted Dab-
rusin’s director of 
communications, 
Jenna Ghassa-
beh, in an email 
to Hill Climbers. 

As previ-
ously reported, 
Caroline Lee is 
chief of staff to the 
first-time minister.

Paisley was last 
working on the Hill 
as deputy director of 
infrastructure pol-
icy to then-housing, 
infrastructure, and 
communities minister 
Sean Fraser—a title he took on 
last September after a little more 
than a year as a senior policy 
adviser in the office. Paisley pre-
viously worked in Fraser’s office 
as then-immigration minister, 
and followed him to housing in 
the wake of the July 2023 cab-

inet shuffle. Paisley first began 
working as a policy adviser in 
the immigration office under 
then-minister Marco Mendicino in 
early 2020, and is a former assis-
tant to Mendicino as the then-MP 
for Eglinton–Lawrence, Ont. 

Also currently tackling policy 
in the office are senior policy 
advisers Isabelle Hurley and 
Brenna Walsh, and policy and 
North regional affairs adviser 
Natalie Woodland. 

Hurley was previ-
ously a policy and 
North regional 
affairs adviser 
to then-environ-
ment minister 
Steven Guil-
beault, having 
first joined the 
office as a special 
assistant for the 
Atlantic after the 2021 
federal election. Before 

then, she’d been a 
research associ-

ate with Dal-
housie Uni-

versity’s 
Future of Marine 
Ecosystems Lab. 
Hurley holds a mas-
ter and bachelor of 
science degree from 

the university.
Walsh was pre-

viously a policy and 
Atlantic regional adviser 
to then-energy and nat-
ural resources minister 
Jonathan Wilkinson, 
whose office she joined 
at the start of 2024 after 
almost a year and a half 

working for the Ecology Action 
Centre in Halifax. Walsh is also 
a former project manager with 
SPARTAN, a global surface par-
ticulate matter network, among 
other past jobs. 

Woodland, meanwhile, first 
joined the environment office 

under Guilbeault in December 
2023 as an Ontario regional 
affairs adviser, starting a few 
months after the end of a 
year-long internship as a field 
organizer with Green Corps in 
Denver, Colo. According to her 
LinkedIn profile, she spent this 
past election managing communi-
cations for now Secretary of State 
for Sport Adam van Koeverden in 
his re-election race in Burlington 

North–Milton West, Ont.
While Woodland is 

focused on the North, 
other regional desks 
in Dabrusin’s office 
are covered by 
Nicole Ellement, 
senior regional 
adviser for British 

Columbia, Alberta, 
and Saskatchewan; 

Alex Kondakov, senior 
regional adviser for 
Ontario and Manitoba, 
and assistant to the 
parliamentary secre-
tary; Noah Fon, Quebec 
regional adviser; and 
Sarah Gingles, Atlantic 

regional adviser. 
Ellement spent 

the last year 
working as 
a regional 
adviser in the 
ministers’ 
regional 
office in 
Calgary, one 
of 16 such 
offices across 
the country 
which support all 
of cabinet. Before 
then, from early 
2022 until the start 
of 2023, Ellement 
worked on the 
Hill as executive assistant to 
both then-tourism and associate 
finance minister Randy Boisson-
nault and his chief of staff. Her 

LinkedIn profile notes she was 
deputy campaign manager and 
field organizer for Calgary Cen-
tre, Alta., Liberal candidate Lind-
say Luhnau this past election. 
Luhnau ultimately came second 
behind Conservative incumbent 
Greg McLean by a margin of 
roughly 4.4 percentage points. 
Outside of politics, Ellement has 
also previously worked for the 
Calgary Drop-In and Rehab Cen-
tre Society.

Kondakov previously worked 
as an Ontario and Prairies 
regional adviser to then-fisheries 
and oceans minister Diane Leb-
outhillier. Prior to joining Lebout-
hillier’s team in the fall of 2024, 
Kondakov spent a little more than 
seven years working for Ontario 
Liberal MP Sonia Sidhu. He’s 
also previously interned with the 
Manitoba Liberal caucus at the 
provincial legislature, amongst 
other past experience. 

Fon just wrapped up his time 
as a 2024-25 Parliamentary 
Internship Programme intern, 
and brings some experience 
working at Quebec’s national 
assembly for the province’s 
education minister. Among other 
things, he’s also a past intern in 
the Québec Government Office 
in New York, and with the Centre 
de solidarité internationale du 
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean.

According to his LinkedIn pro-
file, Fon is currently working 
towards a master’s 
degree in public and 
international affairs 
at Université de 
Montréal. 

Gingles is 
another ex-Guil-
beault staffer, having 
first been hired as an 
executive assistant 
last fall after wrapping 
up a 2024 Liberal Sum-
mer Leadership Program 
internship in the office. 
She, too, spent this year’s 
election on the campaign 
trail, in her case supporting 
a local race in Surrey, B.C.

Kieran Steede is director of 
operations and interna-

tional affairs to 
Dabrusin. 

Steede 
has spent 
the last 
four years 
working 
for Wilkin-

son, most 
recently as 

operations direc-
tor in his office as 
then-energy and natu-
ral resources minister. 
Steede started out as 
an assistant to Wilkin-
son as the MP for 

North Vancouver, B.C.—the riding 
has since been renamed North 
Vancouver–Capilano, B.C.—in 
the spring of 2021, and switched 

offices to instead work as a minis-
terial aide to Wilkinson in the fall 
of that year. He was subsequently 
promoted to operations and com-
munications adviser in 2022, and 
then to senior adviser for both 
files in 2023 before being elevated 
to director status in April 2024.

Steede spent this year’s 
election as campaign manager to 
Wilkinson, who was re-elected 
with 59.8 per cent of the vote. 

Also tackling operations for 
Dabrusin is Richard Mavin, 
senior operations and executive 
adviser. Mavin likewise comes 
from Wilkinson’s old energy and 
natural resources team where 
Mavin last worked under Steede 
as a B.C. regional affairs and 
executive adviser. Mavin was first 
hired as an operations adviser 
and executive assistant to the par-
liamentary secretary and chief of 
staff to the energy minister in the 
fall of 2023, and before then had 
spent roughly a year as an assis-
tant in Wilkinson’s MP office.

Nyagua Chiek is director of 
parliamentary affairs and issues 
management. Prior to going on 
leave last fall, Chiek had done the 
same for then-women and gender 
equality minister Marci Ien. 
Chiek was first hired to the role 
under then-women and gender 
equality minister Maryam Monsef 
in April 2021, and before then was 
parliamentary affairs manager to 

Mendicino as then-immi-
gration minister. Chiek 

is also a former 
parliamentary 

affairs adviser to 
then-immigration 
minister Ahmed 
Hussen, and a 
past special assis-
tant for outreach 

in the Liberal 
research bureau. 

Jumping to the 
communications team, 
director Ghassabeh 
is a former lead press 
secretary for then-
prime minister Justin 
Trudeau, and was a 

Liberal campaign spokesperson 
during the recent election. 

Ghassabeh first joined 
Trudeau’s PMO as 

a special assistant 
for communica-
tions in Decem-
ber 2022, and 
was promoted 
to press secre-
tary almost one 
year later. She 

was bumped up 
again to “lead” sta-

tus at the end of last 
year. Ghassabeh is 
also a past assistant 
to Ontario Liberal 
MP Karina Gould—in 
both Gould’s Hill and 

Burlington, Ont., constituency 
offices—among other things.
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Minister Dabrusin. 

Photograph 
courtesy of LinkedIn

Noah Fon is Quebec 
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Natalie Woodland is 
a policy and North 
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Sarah Gingles 
covers the Atlantic 
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Plus, Kieran Steede 
has been named 
director of operations 
and international 
affairs, and former 
PMO spokesperson 
Jenna Ghassabeh 
is communications 
director.

Environment 
and Climate 
Change Minister 
Julie Dabrusin 
has hired 
ex-staffers from 
the offices of the 
prime minister, 
housing 
minister, natural 
resources 
minister, and 
more. The 
Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

Continued on page 16



HILL CLIMBERS

MONDAY, JULY 21— 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 23

Council of the Federation Summer 
Meeting—Ontario Premier Doug Ford, 
chair of the Council of the Federation, 
will host the premiers’ 2025 summer 
meeting. Monday, July 21, to Wednes-
day, July 23, at Deerhurst Resort, Hunts-
ville, Ont. Details: canadaspremiers.ca.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
Elevate Girls on the Hill—Elevate 

International hosts a leadership forum 
that brings girls and young women to 
the steps of Parliament Hill for a day 
of leadership, empowerment, and cel-
ebration. Students, emerging leaders, 
Members of Parliament, educators, and 
changemakers will take part in keynote 
speeches, youth-led panels, and leader-
ship workshops. Wednesday, July 23, at 
9:30 a.m. ET at the Sir John A. Macdon-
ald Building, Room 100, 144 Wellington 
St., Ottawa. Register via Eventbrite.

SATURDAY, JULY 26
Canadian Multiculturalism Day 

2025—Liberal MP Yasir Naqvi hosts 
“Canadian Multiculturalism Day 2025,” 
a day full of celebrating the diversity of 
cultures that make up Canada through 
music, dance, food, and more, organized 
by Leading Ladies Canada. Saturday, 
July 26, at 3 p.m. ET at 144 Wellington 
St., Ottawa. Register via Eventbrite.

MONDAY, JULY 28
Webinar: ‘Continuing the Fight for 

Pharmacare’—The Canadian Health 
Coalition hosts a webinar, “Continuing 
the fight for pharmacare, breaking the 

grip of big pharma,” featuring Dr. Joel 
Lexchin and Sharon Batt. Monday, July 
28, at 12 p.m. ET. happening online: 
healthcoalition.ca.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
Panel: ‘Telecommunications in 

Canada’—As part of its CIPPIC Summer 
Speaker Series 2025, the University of 
Ottawa’s Canadian Internet Policy and 
Public Interest Clinic hosts a discussion 
on “Telecommunications in Canada,” 
featuring Vicky Eatrides, chair and CEO of 
the CRTC; and Rachelle Frenette, general 
counsel and deputy executive director, 
CRTC. Wednesday, July 30, at 1 p.m. ET 
at uOttawa, Fauteux Hall, 57 Louis-Pas-
teur Priv. Register via Eventbrite.

MONDAY, AUG. 18 
Byelection in Battle River–Crow-

foot—Conservative Leader Pierre Poil-
ievre will be running in the byelection in 
Battle River–Crowfoot, Alta., which will 
be held today. Former Conservative MP 
Damien Kurek resigned his seat so that 
Poilievre could run here and get a seat 
in the House.

MONDAY, SEPT. 1
Senator Seidman’s Retirement—

Today is Quebec Conservative Senator 
Judith Seidman’s 75th birthday, which 
means her mandatory retirement from 
the Senate.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 3— 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 5

Assembly of First Nations’ AGA—
The Assembly of First Nations hosts its 
annual general assembly. Wednesday, 

Sept. 3, to Friday, Sept. 5, at the RBC 
Convention Centre, 375 York Ave., 
Winnipeg. Details: afn.ca/events.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 5— 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 6

CSFN Regional Conference—The 
Canada Strong and Free Network hosts 
its 2025 Regional Conference. Conser-
vatives will gather to discuss the unique 
needs and aspirations of Western Cana-
dians within the Canadian federation. 
Friday, Sept. 5, to Saturday, Sept. 6, at 
the Westin Airport Calgary Hotel. Details: 
canadastrongandfree.network.

MONDAY, SEPT. 15
Ottawa Centre September Trivia 

Night—The Ontario Liberal Party hosts 
an evening of trivia and fun downtown 
with fellow Liberals. Each ticket includes 
snacks and a drink cover, and new 
Future Fund sign-ups will be accepted at 
the door. Monday, Sept. 15, at 5:30 p.m. 
ET at 3 Brewers Restaurant, 240 Sparks 
St., Ottawa. Details: ontarioliberal.ca.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 16
Conference: ‘Canada’s Next Eco-

nomic Transformation’—The Institute 
for Research on Public Policy hosts a 
day-long conference, “Canada’s Next 
Economic Transformation: Industrial 
Policy in Tumultuous Times.” Partici-
pants include Steve Verheul (former 
assistant deputy minister of the Trade 
Policy and Negotiations branch of 
Global Affairs Canada); Matthew Holmes 
(Canadian Chamber of Commerce); 
Emna Braham (L’Institut du Québec); 
Jim Stanford (Centre for Future Work); 
Jesse McCormick (First Nations Major 

Project Coalition); Chris Bataille (Centre 
on Global Energy Policy); and Tim Hudak 
(Counsel Public Affairs). Tuesday, Sept. 
16, at the Lord Elgin Hotel, 100 Elgin St., 
Ottawa. Details: irpp.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 17
CUTA 2025 Policy Forum—The 

Canadian Urban Transit Association 
hosts its 2025 Policy Forum, bringing 
together some of North America’s 
leading transit and urban mobility 
experts to discuss the industry’s future. 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 8 a.m. ET the 
Lord Elgin Hotel, 100 Elgin St., Ottawa. 
Register via Eventbrite.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 19
First of 2025 CBC Massey Lec-

tures—Former Amnesty International 
Canada secretary-general Alex Neve will 
deliver this year’s CBC Massey Lectures, 
titled “Universal: Renewing Human 
Rights in a Fractured World.” The next 
lectures will take place in Vancouver 
(Sept. 25), Edmonton (Oct. 1), Happy 
Valley/Goose Bay, Labrador (Oct. 15), 
and Ottawa (Oct. 30). Friday, Sept. 19, 
Koerner Hall, 273 Bloor St. W., Toronto. 
Details to follow: masseycollege.ca.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 21
Senator Mégie’s Retirement—

Today is Quebec ISG Senator Marie-
Françoise Mégie’s 75th birthday, which 
means her mandatory retirement from 
the Senate.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
Future Forward Summit—Canada 

2020 hosts its annual policy summit on 
the topic “Future Forward: Shaping Pub-
lic Policy in Canada.” At a time when the 
world is shifting fast, this summit asks 
the question: how can Canada shape—
not just react to—the forces defining 
our future? Tuesday, Sept. 23, at The 
Westin Ottawa. Details: canada2020.ca.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
Politics and the Pen Gala—The 

Writers’ Trust of Canada hosts the 
Politics and the Pen Gala, its annual 
fundraiser where the $25,000 Shaugh-
nessy Cohen Prize for Political Writing 
will also be presented. Location to be 
announced. Details: writerstrust.com.

MONDAY, OCT. 6
An Evening with David Peterson—

The Pearson Centre hosts an evening 
with David Peterson, celebrating the 

40th anniversary of his becoming pre-
mier of Ontario in 1985. Monday, Oct. 
6, at 6:30 p.m. ET at One King West, 
Toronto. Details: thepearsoncentre.ca.

FRIDAY, OCT. 17
Senator Richards’ Retirement—

Today is non-affiliated New Brunswick 
Senator David Adams Richards’ 
75th birthday, which means his manda-
tory retirement from the Senate.

TUESDAY, OCT. 21
The Regent Debate—The C.D. 

Howe Institute host the seventh Regent 
Debate, a marquee platform for serious 
discussion on policy issues essential 
to Canada’s future. Speakers to be 
announced. Tuesday, Oct. 21, at 5 p.m. 
ET at the Fairmont Royal York, Toronto. 
Register: cdhowe.org.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 22— 
SUNDAY, OCT. 26

Ottawa International Writers’ Festi-
val—The Ottawa International Writers’ 
Festival fall edition takes place from 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, to Sunday, Oct. 26. 
Details to come: writersfestival.org.

THURSDAY, OCT. 30
Final CBC Massey Lecture—For-

mer Amnesty International Canada 
secretary-general Alex Neve will deliver 
the final instalment of this year’s CBC 
Massey Lectures, titled “Universal: 
Renewing Human Rights in a Frac-
tured World.” Thursday, Oct. 30, at the 
National Arts Centre, 1 Elgin St., Ottawa. 
Details to follow: masseycollege.ca

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 5
Vimy Gala—The Conference of 

Defence Associations Institute hosts its 
33rd annual Vimy Gala. This prestigious 
black-tie event honours Canada’s fallen 
heroes and celebrate exceptional Cana-
dians who have shaped the nation’s 
defence and security landscape. The 
2025 Vimy Award Laureate will also 
be honoured. Wednesday, Nov. 5, at 
the Canadian War Museum, 1 Vimy Pl. 
Register: cdainstitute.ca.

Elevate’s Girls on 
the Hill program 
brings rising leaders 
to Ottawa on July 23

The Parliamentary Calendar is a free events 
listing. Send in your political, cultural, dip-
lomatic, or governmental event in a para-
graph with all the relevant details under 
the subject line ‘Parliamentary Calendar’ to 
news@hilltimes.com by Wednesday at noon 
before the Monday paper or by Friday at 
noon for the Wednesday paper. Pa
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Supporting Ghassabeh is 
press secretary Keean Nembhard. 
Nembhard was last 
working on the Hill 
as press secretary 
to Wilkinson as 
then-energy 
minister, but 
exited for the 
start of the 
2023 school 
semester after 
being awarded 
the Chevening 
Scholarship to 
study a one-year 
graduate degree, 
in his case, a 
master of envi-
ronmental change 
and manage-

ment degree at the University 
of Oxford.

After completing his studies, 
Nembhard returned to the Hill 

at the start of this year, 
and until recently 

has been busy 
working in 
the Senate 
as a 
ceremo-
nial and 
protocol 
co-ordi-

nator in 
the office of 

the Usher of the 
Black Rod. Prior to 

being hired by 
Wilkinson back 
in early 2022, 
Nembhard had 
worked in the 

office of then-Senate Speaker 
George Furey. He’s also a past 
Senate page and former guide for 
both the Library of Parliament 

and Rideau Hall, among 
other things.

Emily Jackson 
is now a senior 
communications 
adviser to Dab-
rusin, coming 
fresh from the 
government 
House leader’s 

office. Jackson 
first joined that 

office under then-
House leader Gould as 

a special assistant 
for communications 
in August 2023, hav-
ing earlier interned 
in Gould’s MP office. 

Jackson was subsequently pro-
moted to digital commu-
nications adviser, then 
to senior commu-
nications adviser 
last fall. 

Malachy 
Schwartz is 
senior digital 
communications 
adviser to the envi-
ronment minister. 
Schwartz previously 
did the same for the 
federal health 
minister, having 
first been hired as 
a digital commu-
nications adviser 
by then-minister Mark Holland 
in September 2023. Before then, 
he’d spent roughly a year as 
a special assistant for digital 

media to then-heritage minister 
Pablo Rodriguez. Schwartz is 
also a former communications 
intern in the Liberal research 
bureau. According to his Linke-
dIn profile, he spent the recent 
election as a digital adviser and 
photographer for the federal 
Liberal campaign. 

Finally, Derek Felizarta 
has been hired as 

executive assistant 
to Dabrusin. He 
spent most of the 
last year working 
as an assistant 
to Wilkinson as 
a Liberal MP, 
having been hired 

last September. 
Felizarta worked 

under Steede as part 
of Wilkinson’s 
re-election cam-
paign team this 
past spring, with 
his sights focused 

on field work and volunteer 
management. 
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