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NEWS

A new age for
Canada-Saudi
relations?
Human rights
concerns
passed over
for economic
links

BY NEIL MOSS

he federal government wel-

comed a Saudi minister’s
high-level visit with open arms
last week, which observers say is
a sign of the changing tide in how
Ottawa is approaching Riyadh.

Sixteen months ago, Canada
and Saudi Arabia restored rela-
tions and placed ambassadors in
each other’s respective capitals
after a high-profile diplomatic
spat in 2018 over Canadian social
media posts raising concern over
Saudi Arabia’s human rights
abuses.

In the next step towards more
cordial relations, Saudi Industry
and Mineral Resources Minister
Bandar Alkhorayef was welcomed
to Ottawa on Oct. 2, holding
meetings with International

NEWS

“They want to be
everywhere right now’:
Conservatives go big with
‘full suite’ of election-
ready social media ads

BY STUART BENSON

he Conservatives’latest

big-budget political ad cam-
paign was paired with a mountain
of spending on social media ads
last month, nearly surpassing the
party’s entire advertising splash
over the summer as the party con-
tinues its aim of cementing itself
as the party of change. However,
with the Conservative message
allowed to operate in a near vac-
uum, Liberal strategists say that
unless the party plans to begin
closing the gap soon with ads of
their own, the Grits’best bet may
be to call an election sooner.

According to data from Meta’s
Ad Library—one of the few pub-
licly available resources tracking

Continued on page 28

NEWS

Continued on page 30
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Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre, left, and hIS party spent more than
$350,000 on Meta Ads last month, while Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the
governing Liberals seem content with earned media and having their online
surrogates get the message out. Screenshots courtesy of Youtube and background
image courtesy of Unsplash

NEWS

Attitudes

on use of
notwithstanding
clause have
changed, and
Senate’s
approach
should, too:
Senator Harder

BY LAURA RYCKEWAERT

Spurred on by use of the
controversial clause in recent
years, Ontario PSG Senator Peter
Harder says his motion to have
the Red Chamber express oppo-
sition to the use of the Charter of
Rights’ notwithstanding clause in
future government legislation is
aimed at sparking debate and re-
flection, and hopefully changes to
how the Senate weighs any such
future bills.

Harder tabled his motion last
May, and spoke to it for the first
time on Sept. 24, outlining his
view of how the political land-
scape in Canada has changed
since the Charter was adopted in
1982.“The politics of today don’t
align with those four decades

Continued on page 32

‘It’s going to destroy everything we depend on’: visiting Indigenous
delegation seeks to stop Canada-Ecuador trade talks

BY NEIL MOSS

ndigenous voices opposed to

trade talks between Ecuador
and Canada are being ignored,
says a delegation of Ecuadorian
Indigenous leaders who travelled

to Ottawa last week calling on
Canada to cease trade talks with
their country.

Canada started formal trade
talks with Ecuador in April,
and Canadian stakeholders are
warning that the negotiators are

aiming to complete those talks by
2025, ahead of Ecuador’s Febru-
ary elections.

Public consultations for
Canadian stakeholders began in
early 2023, but the delegation of
Indigenous Ecuadorian leaders

who came to Ottawa on Oct. 2
said they haven’t been consulted.
The delegation consisted of
Zenaida Yasacama, vice-president
of the Confederation of Indige-
nous Nationalities of Ecuador;
Fanny Kaekat, who leads exter-

nal affairs for the Shuar Arutam
People; Hortensia Zhagiii, who
represents the Board of Potable
Water Administrations of Victoria
del Portete and Tarqui; and Ivonne

Continued on page 33
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- Christina Leadlay

'Heard On The Hill

Mark Carney, Jody
Wilson-Raybould, and
Lloyd Axworthy all have

new books coming

=

Mark Carney, left, Jody Wilson-Raybould, and Lloyd Axworthy all have new books coming out soon. The Hill Times photographs

by Sam Garcia and Andrew Meade

his season’s harvest of books

includes a bumper crop of
ones written by former politicians
or political-adjacent types, start-
ing with ex-governor of the Bank
of Canada and Bank of England
Mark Carney.

“Excited that my new book,
The Hinge, will be published by
Signal in May 2025,”the current
chair of the federal Liberals’ task
force on economic growth posted
on X on Oct. 3.“It’s all about how
we can to build an even better
Canada in an increasingly dan-
gerous and divided world.”

The title is a nod to Winston
Churechill’s 1950 book The Hinge
of Fate, the fourth in the former
British prime minister’s history of
the Second World War.

“We are at a hinge moment in
history—reminiscent of what the
Allies faced at the end of 1941,
when Winston Churchill was in
Ottawa meeting with [William
Lyon] Mackenzie King—an age
of uncertainty and rising perils
that is reshaping global political,
economic, technological, and
social orders, and overturning
our day-to-day lives,”reads the
promotional blurb.

“The good news is that, just
as Churchill, King, and [Franklin
Delano Roosevelt] would eventu-
ally swing what Churchill termed
the ‘Hinge of Fate’ towards free-
dom and prosperity, we too have
agency to build an even better
Canada.”The book’s cover art is
not yet available.

This is Carney’s second book.
His first, Value(s) Building a

Better World for All, came out in
2021.

Jody Wilson-
Raybould writes
about reconciliation

Reconciling
History

A Storyof Canoada

Jody Wilson-Raybould
£ Roshan Danesh
Jody Wilson-Raybould’s new book will be

out Oct. 29. Book cover courtesy of
Penguin Random House Canada

Former Liberal cabinet min-
ister Jody Wilson-Raybould also
has a new book out, and she’ll be
in Ottawa next month to promote
it along with co-author Roshan
Danesh.

Titled Reconciling History: A
Story of Canada and published

by Penguin Random House Can-
ada, this book was “Born out of
the oral history in [her 2022 book]
True Reconciliation, and comple-
mented throughout with stunning
photography and art,”according
to the Ottawa International Writ-
ers’ Festival, which is hosting the
authors’ event on Nov. 8.“Recon-
ciling History takes this approach
to telling our collective story to an
entirely different level.”

The book will be out Oct. 29.

From 2015 to 2019, Wil-
son-Raybould was in Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s cabinet,
first as justice minister and
attorney general, and then briefly
as veterans affairs minister
before she resigned from cabinet
and from caucus. She sat as an
Independent MP for Vancouver
Granville, B.C., from 2019 to 2021
when she did not re-offer.

Danesh is a lawyer and educa-
tor who has served as the special
counsel on reconciliation to the
federal minister of justice and
attorney general, and has advised
the British Columbia government
on the adoption of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples.

This book is Danesh’s second
book—his Dimensions of Bahd’i
Law was published in 2019—and
the fourth for Wilson-Raybould:
From Where I Stand: Rebuilding
Indigenous Nations for a Stron-
ger Canada marked her author
debut in 2019, ‘Indian’in the
Cabinet: Speaking Truth to Power
was published in 2021, and True

Reconciliation: How to Be a Force
for Change came out in 2022.

Chrétien-era
minister Lloyd
Axworthy pens
memoir

Another former Liberal
cabinet minister is releasing a
book. Lloyd Axworthy’s memoir,
titled My Life in Politics, will be
published by Sutherland House
on Oct. 15.

The 84-year-old former fed-
eral staffer and Manitoba MLA
was first elected to Parliament
in 1979, and held cabinet roles
in Pierre Trudeau and John
Turner’s cabinets. He went on to
become Jean Chrétien’s minister
of foreign affairs, of employ-
ment and immigration, and of
labour.

Axworthy “invites readers
inside his roles in some of the
most important political stories
of the last half century, includ-
ing the enactment of Canada’s
Charter of Rights and Free-
doms, the great debate over the
Canada-U.S. free trade agree-
ment, and the global fights to
ban landmines and establish the
International Criminal Court,”
reads the promo.

Book cover courtesy Sutherland House Press

“He also writes frankly about
the disappointments of political
life and the challenges of stay-
ing true to progressive ideals
while dealing with the often
brutal requirements of political
power.”

After stepping back from
politics as of the 2000 election,
Axworthy was president of the
University of Winnipeg from
2004 to 2014. He currently chairs
the World Refugee and Migra-
tion Council.

My Life in Politics is Axwor-
thy’s fifth book. In 2001, he pub-
lished The Axworthy Legacy,
followed by both Navigating a
New World, as well as Liberals
at the Border in 2004, and then
Boulevard of Broken Dreams: A
40 Year Journey through Portage
Avenue in 2014.

Métis National
Council at a
‘crossroads’ as it
awaits presidential
vole

Cassidy Caron'’s last day at Métis
National Council president was Sept.
30. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew
Meade

The Métis National Council
is without a president following
Cassidy Caron’s departure on
Sept. 30.

Caron—who was first elected
on Sept. 30, 2021—announced
in May that she wouldn’t seek
a new term, and also that she’s
pregnant with her first child.

She called her three-year
tenure “the honour of a lifetime”
in her final president’s message
in the Sept. 18 edition of the
MNC'’s newsletter, Pemmican
Post.

Back in May, Caron noted
the board of governors would
be voting on her replacement
on Sept. 26, but things have
changed since then.

In her farewell note, Caron
announced that on Aug. 30 the
board “unanimously passed a
resolution to postpone the MNC
General Assembly and Elec-
tion” as it first wants to read
the MNC’s Expert Panel’s final
report, which is expected on Oct.
15.The new date for the AGM
and election will be “held no
later than Nov. 14, 2024.”

“In the interim, the MNC
Board of Governors can exercise
its discretionary powers under
the MNC bylaws to appoint an
existing MNC employee to as-
sume duties to ensure the MNC’s
operations will not be impeded
or frustrated in any way prior to
the next MNC General Assem-
bly where a new MNC President
will be elected,” Caron wrote on
Sept. 18.

But then, the next day, the
Métis Nation-Saskatchewan
withdrew from the MNC, the lat-
est in a trend of individual Métis
governments choosing to go solo.
The Manitoba Métis Federation
left the group three years ago. At
issue is the Métis Nation of On-

Continued on page 3
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Heard on the Hill

Continued from page 2

tario’s membership in the MNC,
“and, according to the MN-S, con-
tinues to represent people who
are not Métis,” APTN reported on
Sept. 24. APTN also noted that
the “Métis Nation British Colum-
bia said it’s considering its own
role within the Métis National
Council.”

“We seem to be at a cross-
roads,” Caron said in a statement
on Sept. 23.

Ottawa police to
create Hill unit:
CBC

The Ottawa Police Service will
create a special unit to keep the
peace on Parliament Hill, CBC
News reported on Oct. 4.

The news is based on a letter
Liberal MP Pam Damoff received
from Sergeant-at-Arms Patrick
McDonnell in which he “con-
firmed his office has worked with
the Parliamentary Protective Ser-
vice to establish a secure perime-
ter around West Block,”according
to Olivia Stefanovich’s reporting.

“In his reply, McDonnell said
the Ottawa police had stationed
officers in key locations around
the Parliamentary Precinct during

A Parliamentary Protective Service car
sits near a fence that cordons off public
access to West Block and the
Parliamentary Precinct on Oct. 4. The
Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

sitting hours within the last
week.”

The first contingent of of-
ficers in the new Hill unit are
expected to start in the coming
weeks, according to McDonnell’s
letter, which confirmed the unit
would be funded through federal
assistance, but didn’t disclose the
price tag.

While PPS has increased its
presence in the Parliamentary
Precinct, those “officers do not
have peace officer status, so they
can’t charge anyone with crimi-
nal offences,”relying on the local
police to do that.

Blackbird Strategies
feathers its nest

Olivier Cullen. Photograph courtesy
Olivier Cullen

Blackbird Strategies’ founder
Lisa Kirbie announced last week
that Olivier Cullen and Annalisa
Harris have joined her flock of
strategists.

“Both come to us having
worked in ministerial offices on
Indigenous and other files. Their
combined expertise and experi-
ence continues to strengthen an
already amazing team,” Kirbie
posted on X on Oct. 1.

Rebuilding Ontario’s
economy with the
country’s first electric
vehicle battery plants

New electric vehicle battery plants in Windsor
and St. Thomas will create thousands of

new jobs with bigger paycheques, powering
economic growth across Ontario.

It's all

happening

here.

ontario.ca/RebuildingOurEconomy

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Annalisa Harris. Photograph courtesy X

“After an incredible journey
at Summa Strategies Canada,
it’s time for a new challenge,”
Cullen posted on LinkedIn on
Sept. 30. The former Liberal
staffer will be Blackbird’s direc-
tor of strategy “focusing on the
work of supporting Indigenous
communities, organizations, and
others supporting vital initia-
tives to advance reconciliation,”
he wrote.

Montreal-based Harris is
also a former Liberal ministe-
rial staffer who worked under
then-Crown-Indigenous Rela-
tions and Northern Affairs Min-
ister Carolyn Bennett from 2015
to 2018. Until recently, Harris

Ontario

was doing communications for
aerospace manufacturer CAE.

She also previously worked in

the office of Montreal’s mayor,
Valérie Plante.

Gerry Byrne, son
of ex-MP Gerry
Byrne, joins
Senator’s office

Verging into Hill Climbers
territory, Heard on the Hill has
a bit of noteworthy staffing
news coming out of Senator Bev
Busson’s office. The Senator
announced that Gerry Byrne
joined her team as a parlia-
mentary research assistant on
Oct. 3.

If Byrne’s name sounds fa-
miliar, that’s because he shares
it with his father: former Lib-
eral MP Gerry Byrne. The elder
Byrne was MP for Humber-St.
Barbe-Baie Verte in Newfound-
land and Labrador from 1997
until 2015. He held a few parlia-
mentary secretary roles during
his time in Parliament, and was
minister of state for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency
from January 2002 until Decem-
ber 2003.

cleadlay@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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News

Diaspora communities need
‘proactive’ measures to guard
against foreign and homegrown
hostility, inquiry hears

Protecting Canadians
against transnational
repression is ‘a matter
of life and death’ for
the Sikh community,
says B.C. Gurdwara
spokesperson
Moninder Singh.

BY STUART BENSON

s the federal government

boosts funding for vulner-
able communities affected by
a rising level of domestic hate
crimes and transnational repres-
sion by foreign hostile actors,
representatives of various dias-
pora communities say height-
ened security and police activity
is an insufficient “last line of
defence” against a threat that
they say has already infiltrated
their communities and Canada’s
democratic institutions.

On Oct. 2, the Public Inquiry
into Foreign Interference heard
from representatives from dias-
pora communities affected by
foreign interference who shared
their experiences and insights
on how governments, political
parties, and intelligence and
police forces can better address,
support, and protect them from
the growing threat of transnation-
al repression.

Moninder Singh, representing
the B.C. Gurdwara Council, told
the commission that protecting
the Sikh community from foreign
interference and transnational
repression is “now a matter of life
and death.”

Singh pointed to the June 2023
killing of Sikh activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar. On Sept. 18, 2023,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
(Papineau, Que.) told the House
of Commons that there were
credible allegations of a link be-
tween the killing and the Indian
government.

Singh told the inquiry that a
year before Nijjar’s death, Cana-
dian security officials had warned
Nijjar and other Sikh leaders that
their lives were in danger, but
that he had been provided with
insufficient protection.

Singh called on the govern-
ment to provide more protection
to his community and their places
of worship, and for a separate
inquiry into Nijjar’s death.

Following his testimony, Singh
told The Hill Times that programs

like the recently announced
Canada Community Security
Program (CCSP) would be helpful
in protecting gurdwaras and
other Sikh community centres.
However, he said that security
infrastructure is only a“last line
of defence,” and there is far more
that can and should be done
before the threat becomes that
immediate.

On Oct. 1, Public Safety and
Democratic Institutions Minister
Dominic LeBlanc (Beauséjour,
N.B.) announced the launch of
the CCSP, which replaces the
previous Security Infrastruc-
ture Program. The new program
expands the eligibility for funding
to include office and adminis-
trative spaces, cemeteries, and
childcare centres; increases the
eligible financing to 70 per cent
of project costs; provides fund-
ing for time-limited third-party
licensed security personnel; and
removes the maximum level of
total federal, provincial, territo-
rial, or municipal government
assistance those organizations
can receive. Eligible organiza-
tions can now apply for funding
year-round through a continuous
intake process, and on behalf of
affiliated, eligible recipients.

Singh said that while it is
important to provide increased
security for places of worship
being targeted by rising levels of
domestic hate crimes, in many
cases, security measures are only

implemented “after something
tragic has happened.”

“We can put up walls or cam-
eras in our places of worship or
have security guards standing
around, but we’re just putting
up a wall to a problem we’re not
dealing with,” Singh explained.
“If we’re only taking physical
security measures, that’s just ac-

knowledging the problem without

actually dealing with it.”
Beyond physical security,

Singh said one of the most

pressing concerns for the Sikh

community is the “padded glove”

with which the Canadian gov-
ernment continues to treat the
Indian government compared
to other countries implicated
by the commission in acts of

foreign interference like Russia

or China.

“There is passing acknowl-
edgement of their interference,
but India is still being treated
very softly, in my opinion, be-

cause of the economic and diplo-

matic ties,” Singh said.

While the Canadian govern-
ment rightly refers to the gov-
ernments of Russia and China
as“hostile actors,”India is still
referred to in relatively “friendly
terms, said Singh.

“I think it matters a lot how
Canada refers to India, but the
language the government puts

out is very soft,” Singh explained.
“They’re not referring to them as

a hostile actor, but I can’t think

]

of a more hostile action than
assassination.”

Gloria Fung, a former presi-
dent of the Canada-Hong Kong
Link who testified alongside
Singh at the inquiry, also told The
Hill Times that addressing the
threat of transnational repression
will require far more “proactive”
preventative measures than reme-
dial security or law enforcement
measures.

Fung, a co-convener of the
Canadian Coalition for a Foreign
Influence Transparency Registry,
said the passage of Bill C-70, the
Countering Foreign Interference
Act, was an important first step
to providing a legislative tool to
combat the issue and enhancing
transparency in Canada’s demo-
cratic processes.

Fung said that prior to the pas-
sage of Bill C-70, Canada’s laws
regarding foreign interference
were “backward and outdated”
compared to countries like the
United States and Australia,
leading Canada to become “one of
the most covertly infiltrated of all
liberal democracies.”

Fung told The Hill Times that
prior to the relatively recent focus
on the subject, Canada’s “political
arena”and law enforcement were
insensitive or “naive” towards acts
of foreign interference.

While the inquiry and Bill C-70
are both important tools for com-
bating foreign interference and
raising awareness among govern-

Security Infrastructure Program and Canada Community Security Program comparison:

Who can apply?

What is eligible?

Where can | find funding?

When are applications accepted?

What documents are needed
to apply?

Source: Public Safety Canada

Security Infrastructure Program

Private, not-for-profit organizations
including:

e Schools

o Victims' shelters

o Places of worship

e Community centres

o Security equipment and hardware

¢ Minor renovations to enhance security

e Security and emergency assessments
and plans

e Training

Up to 50 per cent of eligible project

expenses.

Once a year for eight weeks

e A budget template

¢ Two comparable quotes
* Floor plans

 Two letters of support

New with the Canada Community
Security Program

o Office and administrative spaces
e Cemeteries

e Childcare centres

o Affiliated eligible recipients

e Time-limited security personnel

Up to 70 per cent of eligible project
expenses; 30 per cent from sources
including private funding, or provincial,
territorial or municipal funding.

Continuous intake

* A budget template
e One quote

ment, law enforcement, and the
general public, more work is still
needed, particularly in defining
transnational repression in Cana-
dian law, said Fung.

She said a more-concrete
legal definition of transnational
repression, coupled with addition-
al training for law enforcement
agencies like the RCMP on how
to handle those allegations, would
allow them to better identify the
“true agents” without causing a
spillover chilling effect on the
larger community.

Earlier in the day, the commis-
sion heard from members of the
Chinese community who spoke
about that chilling effect on their
participation in politics, aca-
demia, and community life.

Wawa Li, a second-generation
Chinese-Canadian student living
in Montreal, spoke about the im-
pacts of the RCMP’s investigation
into so-called “Chinese police sta-
tions”alleged to be operating out
of community centres throughout
Canada.

Following its investigation in
June 2023, the RCMP said it had
“shut down illegal police activi-
ty”in three provinces, including
British Columbia, Ontario, and
Quebec.

Two Chinese communi-
ty centres in Montreal have
since served the RCMP with a
$5-million defamation lawsuit
over its accusations the cen-
tres were hosting illegal police
stations on behalf of China’s
government.

Li told the commission that
while the RCMP has never public-
ly offered any evidence to support
those allegations, because of the
cloud of suspicion, the centres
have had funding opportunities
reduced, forcing them to cut pro-
grams and staff.

“I am against foreign interfer-
ence, and I hope the government
takes action if it exists, but not at
the expense of the community,”
Li said.

The next day, Mark Flynn, the
RCMP’s deputy commissioner
for federal policing, declined
to comment on whether any
of the “police stations” are still
operating, citing an“ongoing
investigation.”
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Commissioner Marie-Josée Hogue
presides over the Public Inquiry into
Foreign Interference at Library and
Archives Canada in Ottawa on Sept. 27.
The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

On Oct. 4, Weldon Epp, an as-
sistant deputy minister at Global
Affairs Canada (GAC), said the
government had been monitoring
the community centres, which he
said offered seemingly legitimate
community services to the diaspo-
ra as cover for the more clandes-
tine operations.

Epp said that the Chinese gov-
ernment had not only officially
endorsed many of those services,
but also advertised them on

Allison Lamb
Senior
Manager

‘ﬁk www.dt.com/en-ca/locations/ottawa-mccord/

platforms like WeChat, beginning
when the COVID-19 pandemic
restricted travel to China.

Fung said while it is unfortu-
nate that the investigation has
resulted in the termination of
legitimate services, including
English-language courses and
programs for seniors and victims
of domestic violence, she pushed
back on pinning the blame on the
fight against foreign interference.

“It is exactly because of things
like this that we have to move
more quickly to take proactive
measures, and make sure the
legislation and the corresponding
regulations will be up and run-
ning as soon as possible,” Fung
said.

In the meantime, Fung said
there is more the RCMP and
agencies like the Canadian Secu-
rity Intelligence Service can do
to help alleviate the anxiety and
suspicion hanging over her com-
munity, particularly by improving
its “two-way communications.”

Fung explained that in many
cases, including the investigation
into the police stations, when
community members speak to
law enforcement, “they just gather
the information from us,”and
rarely follow up with updates on
their investigations.

“It’s important that there
should be a meaningful two-way
communication between enforce-
ment, intelligence agencies, and
selected members of vulnerable
diaspora communities,” Fung said,
adding that she doesn’t expect
every member of the community
to be updated on every single
investigation.

“I'm not asking the enforce-
ment staff to talk to all of our
community, but they should know
which ones know what they’re
talking about.”

Katherine Leung, a policy ad-
viser with Hong Kong Watch, told
the commission she has also heard
from members of the community

Katherine Leung, a policy adviser with
Hong Kong Watch, says regular
updates and followups from the
RCMP can send the message that
‘Canada cares.’ Photograph courtesy of
Katherine Leung

about the need for followup after
submitting police reports.

Leung said that while she
personally knows of individual
officers who “diligently follow
up”after community members
have reported their cases, in the
instances where officers do not,
“the silence that follows can be as
unnerving as the initial threat.”

Leung told The Hill Times that
while she recognizes the RCMP
may sometimes be limited in
what specifics it can share with-

out compromising an ongoing
investigation, simply remaining
in regular contact with a text or
phone call to ask the victim if
there are any updates to share
sends the messages that“Canada
cares about you.”

Leung also said that while
increased funding for police
services for training and staff
for followups would be helpful,
the best remedy to prevent acts
of transnational repression is a
“strong deterrence.”

While Leung said that any-
one acting on behalf of a foreign
entity to intimidate Canadian cit-
izens wouldn’t willingly register
themselves, the existence of the
foreign agent registry would deter
those acts before they happen due
to the severe penalties the legisla-
tion contains.

However, Leung said that in
order to affect transnational re-
pression, the legislation will need
to be expanded to define it more
clearly and identify the activities
that would qualify.

“Essentially, if you are using
different tactics to suppress activ-
ism or political engagement, there
should be a very costly penalty
involved,” Leung said.

Under the current legislation,
those failing to register for the
new foreign agents registry, or
who are in contravention of other
parts of the act, could face a fine
of up to $5-million and/or up to
five years in prison.

sbenson@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Thank You Scott McCord for 25 Years of Extraordinary Service

Under Scott’s leadership, McCord Travel became a symbol of trust and
personalized care—a legacy we proudly continue. Our dedicated team is
here to ensure you receive the same excellence you’ve always known.

Congratulations on
your Retirement!

Continuing Scott’s Legacy
Your Trusted Team

May De La Cruz Jeff Hawn Karen Gonzalez Vinka Masters Brian Robertson
Team Lead for Team Lead for Director of Senior Vice President President,
Government Services Executive Elite Services Operations of Operations Canada
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Submarine saga could
turn into ‘sellers beware’

One would have

to caution those
potential bidders that
in dealing with the
Canadian government
it will be a case of
‘sellers beware’ rather
than ‘buyers beware.’

Inside Defence

TTAWA—On Sept. 16, Defence
Minister Bill Blair announced
that Canada intends to purchase
a fleet of new submarines for
the Royal Canadian Navy. In the
request to industry, the project calls
for the acquisition of eight to 12
diesel-electric submarines to re-
place the Navy’s current aged fleet
of four Victoria Class submarines.

The mission-specific require-
ments for the new subs are for
them to have an operational
range of 7,000 nautical miles.
More importantly, these new subs
will need to have the capability to
operate underwater for up to 21
continuous days.

While this will allow them to
conduct patrols under the Arctic
ice cap, it will not give them full
access to the Arctic Ocean.

On the surface, the submarine
purchase sounds like a long-over-
due Canadian government
investment in renewing under-
water-combat capability for the
Navy.

However, the real kicker to
this story dropped last week.
Ottawa Citizen reporter David
Pugliese revealed the fact that the
timeline for the submarine acqui-
sition would not see the first of
these boats delivered to the Navy
and operational until 2037.The
estimated price tag for this fleet
of eight to 12 submarines has
already ballooned from $60-bil-
lion when first proposed, to Navy
planners now suggesting that
the figure will top $100-billion
by the time these subs become
operational.

The projected delivery sched-
ule does not even guess at when
the last of the eight to 12 new
subs will enter service.

Despite this ridiculously long
lead time on actually building
these submarines, the stagger-
ing price tag of the project has
generated substantial interest
from potential bidders. To date,
South Korea, Spain, Sweden,
and France have expressed in-
terest in offering their diesel-
electric submarine designs to
Canada, while both Norway
and Germany currently produce
submarines that could meet the
requirements.

However, for those who
follow the saga of submarines
in service with the Navy, one
would have to caution those
potential bidders that in dealing
with the Canadian government
it will be a case of “sellers
beware”rather than “buyers
beware.” Back in 1987, the
Mulroney Progressive Con-
servative government tabled a
very ambitious white paper on
defence. The Cold War was at
its zenith, and—in keeping pace
with then-United States presi-
dent Ronald Reagan’s strategy

of outspending the Soviet Union
into oblivion—Canada was to
go on a wild spending spree to
beef up the Canadian Armed
Forces.

In addition to buying 400
new main battle tanks—I
kid you not—Canada was to
purchase a fleet of eight to 12
nuclear-powered attack sub-
marines to replace three old
Oberon Class diesel-electric
submarines then in service.
While the notion of this un-
derwater-combat capability—
which would have been fully
operational under the Arctic ice
cap—undoubtedly worried the
Soviets, it also unnerved our
American allies.

Despite the lucrative dollar
figure of providing eight to 12
nuclear-powered submarines
to Canada, the U.S. did not bid
on the project. Both France and
the United Kingdom did offer
to provide the subs to Canada.
However, under heavy U.S. pres-
sure, Canada scrapped the whole
project in 1991 under the guise
of a budget cut due to the Soviet
Union’s collapse.

The old Oberon subs still
needed to be replaced if Canada

was to remain with an under-
water-combat capability. This
resulted in the U.K. fobbing off
their four mothballed, Uphold-
er-class submarines to Canada
in 1994. Because of the volume
of refit and overhead required

to bring the Upholders back to
full readiness, the Navy did not
take delivery of the first subma-
rine until 2000 with the last of
the four being commissioned in
2004. Unfortunately for Canada’s
submarines, the teething troubles
experienced by the Navy were
never fully resolved. With almost
a quarter of century of service
with the RCN, these challenges
still continue.

In the past two years, only one
Victoria-class sub has been opera-
tional for a total of 53 days at sea.
Lack of crew training is a major
factor in that equation, and one
that is not easily resolved.You
cannot put a submarine to sea
with an untrained crew, and you
cannot train a sub crew without
going to sea.

At present, the Victoria class
are due to be decommissioned
in the mid-2030s. With the eight
to 12 new subs not due to start
delivery until 2037, it will be
one hell of a challenge for the
RCN to even begin to train the
Crews necessary to operate
them.

Of course, the way things are
developing, by 2037 all these
weapons platforms will likely be
uninhabited.

Scott Taylor is the editor and
publisher of Esprit de Corps
magazine.
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[t is time for Amira Elghawaby to step down

In the last 18 months,
she has shown
limited credibility

in promoting her
mandate for ‘greater
understanding and
awareness between
people.’

L :
With All = 4
Due Respect
AMOURASKA, QUE.—I first
met Amira Elghawaby in the
fall of 2000 when we were both
students in an international re-
porting class at Carleton Univer-
sity. Our professor, the late David
Van Praagh, was well connected,
and we met diplomats at several
embassies. After each meeting,
we were to write a column quot-
ing the diplomats we met.
Up until that time, Elghawaby
struck me as a studious woman
with an interest in journalism.

The events of Sept. 11,2001, had
not yet occurred, but I had been
working for the United Nations in
Muslim Bangladesh and Macedo-
nia, where Muslim Albanians had
sheltered during the 1999 war in
Kosovo, so I was sympathetic to
the situation of Muslims abroad.
As she wore a hijab, I engaged
her in conversations, and she
invited me to appear on the pro-
gram she hosted on the Carleton
radio station.

One afternoon, we went on
a field trip to the United States
Embassy in Ottawa. The questions
were mostly related to Canadi-
an-American relations. Suddenly,
she stood up and began denounc-
ing the United States.To me, it
was a sign of extremism and lack
of judgment: these were field
trips, designed to allow us to get
access to experts in the field and
write about our impressions. Not
moments to harangue.

In subsequent years, I have
read her work, notably a 2019
op-ed accusing Quebecers of rac-
ism after the passage of Bill 21.
The law prevented anyone from
working in the public service
who wore “ostentatious” religious
apparel, like a turban, yarmulke,
or hijab. The column, co-written
with former Canadian Jewish
Congress CEO Bernie Farber,
cited polling data to say that“a

majority of Quebecers”who sup-
ported Bill 21 also held anti-Mus-
lim views.

On her appointment as
Canada’s special representative
on combatting Islamophobia in
early 2023, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau should have expected
there would be criticism from
ministers in Premier Francois
Legault’s government sensitive to
“Quebec bashing.”

I have worked with Deborah
Lyons, the special envoy on pre-
serving Holocaust remembrance
and combating antisemitism, who
had been a long-time diplomat
and UN representative in Afghan-
istan. Lyons took the place of
Irwin Cotler, our former minister
of justice, and has been balanced
in her approach.

Elghawaby was nothing like
either of them. I was concerned
she would be more of an advocate
for extremists than an apostle for
understanding.

Now that she has been at her
job for 18 months, my greatest
fears have come true. Since Israel
was attacked by Hamas on Oct.

7, 2023, and responded, so-called
“pro-Palestinian” protests and
occupations have manifested sup-
port for Hamas and Hezbollah,
and called for the extermination
of Israel. Elghawaby has added
fuel to the fire: on social media

this past February, she defended
protesters who blocked Toronto’s
historically Jewish Mount Sinai
hospital chanting vile antisemit-
ic slogans, accusing critics of
Islamophobia.

In her post, Elghawaby said
the protest route had a“nega-
tive impact and that’s troubling
and wrong,”but what was “also
troubling and wrong is the rush
to label protesters as antisemitic
and/or terrorist sympathizers.”

Most recently, she wrote Ca-
nadian university administrators
to say—according to a Canadian
Press report—that “since the
start of the war between Israel
and Hamas in October 2023, a
dangerous climate has arisen on
campuses.” She suggested the way
to ease tensions would be hiring
more professors of Muslim, Arab,
and Palestinian origin. Que-
bec’s Higher Education Minister
Pascale Déry said Elghawaby
should “mind her own business,”
stating hiring professors based
on religion goes against Quebec’s
principles of secularism in Bill 21,
and was a federal incursion into
provincial jurisdiction.

While I consider Bill 21 anath-
ema, have denounced Quebec
nationalism, and support affirma-
tive action, this was not the way
to go about it. Even The Subur-
ban newspaper in Montreal—no

friend of the Legault govern-
ment—wrote: “Elghawaby’s views
are divisive and inflammatory.
She exacerbates tensions rather
than fostering dialogue.” Both the
Canadian Antisemitism Educa-
tion Foundation and the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs have
called for her to step down.

Her office budget is $5.6-mil-
lion, and she is paid more than
$162,000 a year. For that money,
there should have been prudence
on her part, and advisers who
could have counselled her from
making inflammatory statements.

It appears that is not the case,
and, in my opinion, Elgawaby’s
time is up. As they say in sports,
she has“lost the room.” She has
limited credibility in promoting
a mandate for“greater under-
standing and awareness between
people and reducing Islamopho-
bia.” By speaking out in support
of radical Muslims, she has only
encouraged them. Surely, some-
one else could do a better job.

Andrew Caddell is retired from
Global Affairs Canada, where he
was a senior policy adviser. He
previously worked as an adviser
to Liberal governments. He is a
town councillor in Kamouraska,
Que. He can be reached at pip-
sonb52@hotmail.com.
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[s the Liberal ‘Light
Brigade’ following their
leader into disaster?

Are the Liberals
content to walk into
the political valley of
Death as the Light
Brigade did in Alfred
Tennyson’s poem?

T

Plain Speak

TTAWA—With the Thanks-

giving weekend approaching,
there really are only a very few
weeks—if not days—if Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau does want to
step down. That would give his
party a chance to select a new

leader, and then give that leader
some semblance of opportunity to
compete in a future election.

Yes, yes, the prime minister
has said he is staying on. Maybe
he will do that, and we should
all stop speculating that he will
step aside. But the decision gates
are getting mighty close to being
locked with his continued leader-
ship being the only option.

When then-prime minister
Brian Mulroney resigned, it was
within months of the end of a
five-year parliamentary term. He
stepped down in February, and
a leadership race was held in
June. Kim Campbell won and had
about two months to get sorted
before being thrust into a federal
election. She never found her
fooding as leader, despite some
early positive polls, and ended up
getting throttled.

Pierre Trudeau also stepped
down as prime minister in the
winter; John Turner was selected
as Liberal leader a few months

later. Believing the potency of his
own early polling, Turner went

to the electorate earlier than he
needed to, and Mulroney won the
largest majority to date in Cana-
dian political history.

Already, the odds for a replace-
ment to Justin Trudeau to succeed—
if, in fact, there will be a pre-election
successor—are damn low. Nonethe-
less, it is a possibility that can’t be
ruled out until it actually is.

Are the Liberals content to walk
into the political valley of Death as
the Light Brigade did in Alfred Ten-
nyson’s poem? After a brutal defeat
in the June 24 Toronto-St. Paul’s,
Ont., byelection, they did appear to
be rebellious, and not inclined to
commit themselves to certain polit-
ical death. But for the most part, the
Liberal caucus has gone quiet.

Do they believe the only
and best one to guide them into
this political scrap is the prime
minister? Ultimately, they need to
decide if they will be complicit in
accepting the terms and condi-

tions of an almost-certain political
defeat. While yes, they owe the
prime minister a certain degree
of fidelity, no prime minister or
leader is bigger or more important
than the organization they lead.
Political obituaries are often
written early and prematurely.
There is no doubting either Justin
Trudeau’s political skills, or the
DNA of political victory that
still makes the federal Liberal
Party one of the most successful
political parties anywhere. No
political opponent is invincible.
Today’s polling lead can be blown
away by circumstances, accidents,
unexpected events, and the like.
Patterns or trends can’t be
willfully ignored, either. That is
a fool-hardy approach. Rarely
do Canadian political leaders
win fourth terms in government.
When the public renders a verdict
of dislike in a leader, that is hard
to undo. See, for example, Pierre

Ultimately,
Liberal caucus
members need
to decide if they
will be complicit
in accepting the
terms and
conditions of an
almost-certain
political defeat,
writes Tim

| Powers. The Hill
Times photograph
| by Andrew Meade

Trudeau, Mulroney, and Stephen
Harper. A consistent gap in the
polls of 15 to 20 points—no matter
the skills of great campaigner—is
also hard to undo. Mulroney did

it in the 1988 free trade election
with much help, but that would be
hard to repeat in this era.

If the prime minister is staying,
and the Liberal caucus is fine with
that, then that is their choice. But
for reflective purposes, here is a
final word from Tennyson: ““For-
ward the Light Brigade!’Was there
a man dismayed? Not though
the soldier knew. Someone had
blundered. Theirs not to make re-
ply, theirs not to reason why, theirs
but to do and die. Into the valley of
Death Rode the six hundred.”

Tim Powers is chairman of
Summa Strategies, and managing
director of Abacus Data. He is a
former adviser to Conservative
political leaders.
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New this fall from MQUP
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The
Adaptable
Country

A

How Canada
Can Survive
the Twanty-First
Cantury

The Adaptable Country

Alasdair Roberts

Paperback | $24.95 | 192pp

“While too many people in Canadian
politics are focused only on winning,
Roberts has produced a pithy guide

to making Canada succeed.”

-Paul Wells, award-winning journalist

How Canada Can Survive the
Twenty-First Century

THE
GREAT:

Alasdair
Roberts

, RIGHT
NORTH zieg s

The Great Right North
Inside Far-Right Activism in Canada
Stéphane Leman-Langlois, Aurélie
Campana, and Samuel Tanner
Paperback | $29.95 | 288pp

“The Great Right North should be

required reading for every citizen con-

as well.”

cerned about the far right. It is a highly
nuanced work that makes sense of
recent events such as the Freedom
Convoy and the Quebec City mosque
shooting, and it is sure to be helpful

in interpreting future developments

-Jonathan Montpetit, CBC News

McGill-Queen’s University Press

mqup.ca

@McGillQueensUP
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Feds need to seal the cracks in
the immigration consensus

D uring last week’s Francophonie
summit, Quebec Premier Francois
Legault made the latest move in his
ongoing campaign to push the federal
government for both a reduction in the
number of immigrants who settle in the
province, as well as a massive infusion
of cash to support them.

Speaking to reporters in Paris,
Legault said the federal government
should copy France and institute “wait-
ing zones” for asylum seekers, which ex-
ist at roughly 100 sites at the country’s
airports, ports, and train stations.

According to the CBC: “People arriv-
ing in France can be held there for up
to 26 days if they are seeking asylum,
if they are refused entry, or if they’re
denied boarding to the country of their
final destination. Their use, however, is
controversial. Media reports have docu-
mented that the holding rooms in some
of these centres resemble cells. Refugee
advocacy groups have called for them
to be shut down, claiming people held
there often do not have their basic
needs met.”

Despite the euphemistic language,
these zones are officially “administrative
detention centres.”

Legault also said the number of
asylum seekers in Quebec should be
addressed by forcing them to move to
other provinces.

“Currently, everything that is proposed
by the federal government is on a volun-
tary basis for asylum seekers, and on a

voluntary basis for the provinces. What
we want is for half of the asylum seekers
who are currently in Quebec to be trans-
ferred to other provinces,” Legault said, as
reported by The National Post.

Immigration, Citizenship, and
Refugees Canada and Minister Marc
Miller have been making moves towards
slimming down the country’s temporary
resident population. Miller has also
mused about reducing the number of
permanent immigrants. He has so far
responded negatively to Legault’s half-
baked proposals, as he should. They’re
inhumane, and driven by politics in an
environment where Legault’s Coalition
Avenir Québec is losing polling ground
to the Parti Québécois.

There’s no question that there are
very real strains on housing and social
services which won’t be helped by
adding more people without plans to
support them. But as global events from
war to climate change spur the desire
and outright need for people to migrate
to places like Canada, simply turning
our backs won'’t help.

Despite the country’s long history
of welcoming newcomers, more people
are looking to shut the door behind
them, with an“I got mine, so screw you”
mentality.

The federal government needs to
work harder and faster shore up the
consensus on immigration before it
spirals further into hate.
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Parliament still has a stake in the
MAID fight, says letter writer

e: “Fight over MAID shifts from Par-
liament back to the courts amid politi-
cal stalemate,” (The Hill Times, Oct. 2).

It should be noted that reporter Ian
Campbell is correct in saying that some
proposed changes to medical assistance
in dying legislation have shifted from Par-
liament to the courts, but one piece that’s
still in Parliament’s hands is Bill C-390.

If passed, it would amend the Crimi-
nal Code to allow a clinician to provide
MAID under a provincial framework that

allows for advance requests. Quebec is
moving ahead with advance requests for
MAID on Oct. 30, leaving the rest of the
country behind in something that 83 per
cent of Canadians support. The bill will
be debated and voted on in late October,
and it’s a chance for Parliament to offer
great peace of mind to people across the
country though an amendment MAID
legislation.

Susan Harrison

Gloucester, Ont.

Rapid COVID-19 vaccine
development was a major economic
lift, says health-care consultant

e:“The prescription for Canada’s
health care future,” (The Hill Times,
Sept. 18.)

The opinion piece by Bettina Hamelin,
president of Innovative Medicines Can-
ada, provided readers with insightful
expert opinion by stressing, “let science
and innovation drive health-care policy,
not political point-scoring.”

Hamelin decried the fact that: “Too
often, the debate around health-care
policy in Canada gets bogged down in
discussions about cost. While managing
health-care costs is essential, we cannot
afford to ignore the value that innovative
treatments provide.”

Let’s consider the overall costs of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The World
Health Organization bemoaned that the

“COVID-19 pandemic is the most extreme
combined health and economic crisis in
the last century.” And the International
Monetary Fund estimated a cumulative
$13.8-trillion loss globally as a conse-
quence of the pandemic.
COVID-19 vaccines that were rap-
idly researched, clinically tested, and
produced in record time not only saved
countless precious lives, but also res-
cued our already sagging economy:. It
is now evident that the rapid supply of
COVID-19 vaccines by the innovative
medicines sector was one of the greatest
single contributions made to our citizens,
to our economy, and society at large.
Rudy Fernandes
President, Global Health Strategy Inc.
Mississauga, Ont.

Breaking the cycle of gender
inequality through vaccines

well-known African proverb states
that when you educate a woman,
you educate a nation; but how can she
be educated if she can’t be reached? A
study done by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
shows that social and cultural norms, and
the unequal status of women in many
societies can reduce the chances of chil-
dren being vaccinated by preventing their
caregivers from accessing immunization
services.

Due to gender norms, it is often wom-
en’s responsibility to bring children for
vaccination; yet women in lower-income
countries often face gender-related barri-
ers to doing so, including: lack of access
to information on disease prevention,

time constraints due to high household
workload, and limited funds for transport.

To address these challenges, Gavi has
developed a policy that focuses on over-
coming gender-related barriers faced
primarily by caregivers, health workers,
and adolescents.

However, for this policy to be implemented
and to ensure every woman is given an equal
chance at success, Canada needs to support it
by making a pledge of at least $720-million to
Gavi’s 2026-2030 Strategy. Gavi promises not
only to deliver life saving vaccines, but to also
break the gender-related barriers that often in-
hibit countless children from accessing them.

Santa Amanda Mugabekazi
Ottawa, Ont.
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Who has the right to safety?

Safety is an
imperative for
societies to function,
and to ensure
participation in civic
life—but it’s not
equally applied.

Erica
[fill

Bad+Bitchy

TTAWA—Safety is designed

to ensure protection against
damage and/or injury. After a
year of genocide—and a year
after Hamas’ attack on Israeli
settlers—safety is an imperative
for societies to function and to
ensure participation in civic life.

So why is safety being
weaponized?

Out of the many outpourings
of remembrance for the dead
and the surviving victims of
fanatical violence, one side was
left out of the equation: Pales-
tinian victims of Israeli violence.
An example of this lopsided
recognition is the prime minis-
ter’s Oct. 7 tribute to the vic-

tims of Hamas militants, which
barely recognized the Israeli
government’s evisceration of
Palestinians. If they are recog-
nized, they barely receive the
dignity of a line that amounts to
futile and perfunctory recogni-
tions of the humanitarian crisis
that Israel is conducting as part
of its exercise in ethnic cleans-
ing. Leadership and democratic
institutions in Canada recognize
one side’s right to safety, but not
the other’s rights.

Do the Palestinians have a
right to safety? And if so, do they
have a right to defend their safe-
ty? That question has not been
raised enough to the powers-
that-be whose bias is painfully
obvious.

From these discrepancies in
human dignity, what emerges
is a country still committed to
white supremacy, and violence
that is acceptable in the halls
of power. Safety in the western
world depends on how close
you are to whiteness, and there-
fore power. It is through this
model that protection is distrib-
uted by the state—the further
you are from the power of
whiteness, the more likely the
state will fail to recognize your
right to safety, i.e. your right to
humanity.

The last year has seen an ex-
ponential increase is antisemi-
tism, which is rightly addressed,
yet we do not hear the same

care and duty afforded to not
only Palestinians, but also to
Arabs, Muslims, and anti-geno-
cide Jews. We see this in the
demonization of pro-Palestinian
protests. Before you say those
protests are inciting hatred with
words and symbols that are
offensive to some, it is still free
speech. (Funny, I didn’t see this
handwringing over the Nazi
flags of the convoy.) The state
continues to arrest demonstra-
tors calling for the end to mass
violence against the unheard
and unprotected, while moving
the needle closer to fascism
under the guise of combatting
antisemitism.

Former CBC journalist
Samira Mohyeddin, who has
been documenting the campus
encampments, reported how
far the Orwellian actions of
the state will go to silence any
criticism of Israel and its actions
in Gaza and Lebanon. On Oct. 2,
the Niagara Regional Police
paid a visit to Canadian immi-
gration lawyer Joanne Berry. As
Mohyeddin reports, “They told
her they were there on behalf of
the Ottawa Police Department
because of her ‘personal social
media.’They begin to tell her
that 10 lawyers who are of the
Jewish faith ‘have filed a com-
plaint with the police about her
social media.”

This doesn’t sound like the
free speech many were com-

plaining we lost when people of
colour—namely Black people—
stood up for our rights four
years ago. Now the Overton
window has retracted from the
equity space to the expansion
of irreconcilable positions that
include the demonization of
immigrants, residential school
denialism, racism, misogyny,
and anti-trans and anti-queer
rhetoric. As we all know, eventu-
ally rhetoric turns into actions,
which ostensibly are led by
actions of the state. These ingre-
dients are all part of the same
pot, the one we call Canadian
democracy.

At the University of Toronto,
vigilante groups have sprung up
on campuses, allegedly to keep
Jewish students safe. The safety
of Jewish students is being wea-
ponized against those students
who oppose Israel’s actions in
the Middle East. The brunt of
potential violence will dispro-
portionately fall on students of
colour and anti-genocide Jewish
students, making them dispropor-
tionately unsafe. Their rejection
of the standpoint of power is
what makes them a target, and
also removes their proximity to
whiteness.

The weaponization of safety
is actively being used to limit our
Charter rights with the result
of Canada materializing into
a police state. It’s already hap-
pening in Germany—which has

never been on the right side of a
genocide.

That brings up another
question: who do our Charter
rights protect? Who is Canadi-
an enough to have those rights
protected versus who isn’t?
We’ve heard a lot of rhetoric
which incorporates who is al-
lowed to tell the stories of their
existence and experiences from
the perspective of citizenship.
Some people have been scream-
ing to deport Canadian pro-
testers because their principled
stance on genocide is not in line
with power, and therefore not
aligned with the perspective of
whiteness.

There is a straight line
between Liberal MP Anthony
Housefather’s demand letter
to university presidents con-
cerning the safety of Jewish
students and the resultant
criminalization of anti-genocide
protesters. In addition, admin-
istrative criminalization is well
underway with the firings of
pro-Palestinian employees who
dare stand for their princi-
ples and ethics against ethnic
cleansing.

As someone who has had to
leave my house due to safety
concerns, I am acutely aware of
the premium that exists in terms
of the ability to go through day-
to-day life knowing that you will
not be threatened. But who is
the threat and who is protected
from that threat is a matter of
power, measured in proximity to
whiteness.

Erica Ifill is a co-host of the
Bad+Bitchy podcast.
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Protecting democracy requires bold
leadership that puts country and citizens first

Those who lead and
champion democracy
show us that even in
times of crisis, our
values must endure.

Jaime
Pitfield

Opinion

As global crises escalate and
authoritarian leaders become
increasingly aggressive, many

of us at times feel that democra-

cy might be slipping away. Yet, I
refuse to lose hope. The strength of

The late former
prime minister
Brian Mulroney,
left, and former
NDP leader Ed
Broadbent are
the recipients of
this year’s
Democracy
Award, which
the
Parliamentary
Centre will hand
out on Oct. 24.
The Hill Times
photographs by
Andrew Meade
and Jake Wright

protect democracy and freedom.
From conquering Vimy Ridge
during the First World War, to
landing at Juno Beach on D-Day,
to our engagement in Korea

and our determined presence

in Afghanistan, we have and
will remain on the first line of
defence in advocating for free-
dom from tyranny and standing
up for democratic rights and
values. Alongside our grit and
resolve, we have had a signifi-
cant presence in international
peacekeeping missions, and our
unwavering support for human
rights has brought us a colour-
ful and culturally rich Canada
today. As we witness profound
destruction across the world—
from the Russian aggression and
full-scale invasion of Ukraine

to the current serious of con-
flicts in the Middle East and the

We, as Canadians, have a long
history of fiercely fighting to

the Canadian spirit is a powerful
force of resilience. Those who lead

and champion democracy show
us that even in times of crisis, the

values of freedom, human rights

and justice must endure. Continued on page 36
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Beyond buzzwords: we
need more disabled voices

in Canadian politics

Our political
landscape and the
people working in
it should reflect
the diversity of our
population.

Kait
LalForce

Opinion

t the age of 22, I embarked

on an exhilarating journey
working on Parliament Hill,
diving headfirst into the world of
politics. Each day was a new ad-
venture, revealing the complexi-
ties of what was really behind the
scenes in Canadian politics. The
days were long and exhausting—
often starting with a very early
morning meeting, and ending late
at a reception with my phone still
attached to me at bedtime. I rel-
ished in every moment, from the
work itself, to the industry and—
most importantly—the people.

There were so many moments

that I could never forget. Mo-
ments when important pieces
of legislation would pass, when
then-American president Barack
Obama would visit and speak
to caucus and staffers, when I
would make friendships that felt

like family, when I got to be part
of once-in-a-career meetings,
when I got the opportunity to be
taught by brilliant minds that had
been working in politics decades
before I got there—and quiet mo-
ments in a green room when the
prime minister would take a deep
breath, and I would understand
for the first time that he is human,
too. All of this, every moment,
deepened my passion for politics.

This eventually led me to a
career in government relations
consulting where I got to work
with companies and organiza-
tions to navigate the complex
world of politics. Over the past
decade, this path has not only
shaped my professional life, but
has also grounded my purpose.
These enriching experiences
have reinforced my unwavering
commitment to driving meaning-
ful change through policy and
advocacy.

Yet, one question persists
upon my reflections: what if I had
been overlooked for the job at the
start?

Something I haven’t yet
mentioned is that I am disabled. I
have a visible physical disability
and use crutches to walk. As a
disabled woman, my journey in
politics has been accompanied by
difficult moments, uncomfortable
conversations, unfair situations,
and inaccessible spaces. In the
most prestigious places with
the most exclusive invitations I
would ever receive, I've had the
most-humiliating conversations
filled with deeply personal ques-

tions about my body. Disabled
people commonly get asked in-
appropriate questions about their
body and their health on a daily
basis. Throughout history, in soci-
ety, disabled bodies are viewed as
a public body where people—in-
cluding strangers—have the right
to examine and ask questions.
I've organized and hosted caucus
events that I could not enter
because they became inaccessible
after officials and their security
arrived, having to shut down all
elevators for safety protocols.

So, do I think politics is ablest?
No, I don’t. I think it’s an indus-
try that disabled people have not
typically been in, and therefore,
entities like the RCMP have
never had to think about disabled
people also attending an event
that the prime minister would
attend. Many people, including
politicians, have not had exposure
to disabled colleagues or staffers,
leaving people unsure of what to
say and do when working with
a disabled person. Politics is an
industry that is thankfully begin-
ning to make room for minorities,
but the doors are not yet accessi-
ble for the disabled community.

It makes me wonder how many
talented, capable individuals with
disabilities might never have been
considered in this field, missing
out on a chance to bring their
unique perspectives and skills to
the table.

Inclusivity and diversity have
become buzzwords across sec-
tors, yet Canadians with disabil-
ities continue to face significant

barriers in the workforce. In
Canada, the underrepresenta-
tion of disabled individuals in
the workforce—especially in
politics—is a significant, yet
overlooked, issue. Despite legal
frameworks such as the Canadian
Human Rights Act, Employment
Equity Act, and Accessible Can-
ada Act that are meant to ensure
inclusivity, disabled Canadians
face persistent barriers that keep
them from contributing to sectors.
My journey and those of other
disabled professionals highlight
the challenges within the politi-
cal landscape, emphasizing the
urgent need for a more equitable
and diverse workforce.
Deep-rooted misconceptions—
such as doubts about productivity,
reliability, and physical limita-
tions—along with the scarcity of
disabled individuals in leadership
roles perpetuate these barri-
ers. Notably, research from the
Canadian Disability Participation
Project indicates that less than
four per cent of executives in Ca-
nadian companies have disabili-
ties. This is not only a social issue,
but an economic one. A 2021
Accenture study published in the
Journal of Business Ethics found
that companies with inclusive
hiring practices—including those
for disabled individuals—showed
27-per-cent higher revenue, and
30-per-cent higher profit mar-
gins compared to those with less
inclusive practices. The Disability
Equality Index report, also pub-
lished in 2021, found companies
that scored higher on disability

How many
talented,
capable
individuals
with
disabilities
might never
have been
considered
in politics,
and missed
outona
chance to
bring their
unique
perspectives
and skills to
the table,

. asks Kait
LaForce.
Photograph
by by
Catherine
Baril

inclusion saw 28-per-cent higher
revenue and 30-per-cent higher
profit margins compared to their
peers. The Institute for Corporate
Productivity also revealed that
disabled Canadians often exhibit
higher levels of retention and
commitment to their workplaces.
Even more importantly, inclusive
workplaces tend to have higher
employee morale and retention
rates, largely benefitting the
workplace.

To address these issues
across Canadian industries, it is
essential to implement concrete
solutions. These solutions can
vary, but should start with policy
changes and inclusion initia-
tives. Expanding on existing
workplace training and frame-
works will slowly begin to allow
disabled talent to populate the
workforce. Taking the initiative
to conduct training sessions,
and hire disabled speakers and
educators to speak to employ-
ees will also begin to dismantle
myths, and create a more inclu-
sive workplace for all. Lastly,
but debatably most crucial, is to
encourage and support disabled
individuals to apply for the job,
to pursue leadership roles, and
invite them to be part of deci-
sion-making processes.

Politics is a unique industry
when discussing accessibility
issues because politics inevita-
bly affects every Canadian. Our
political landscape and the people
working in it should reflect the
diversity of our population. With
the Canadian political climate
becoming increasingly tense, it is
crucial for minorities to be repre-
sented in politics, providing both
representation and expertise. It is
time to stop overlooking disabled
Canadians in politics—and all
industries. Disability inclusion is
not only a matter of equity, but
also a vital step towards a more
diverse, innovative, and prosper-
ous society.

Kait LaForce is a disability
advocate, senior consultant at
Summa Strategies, and former
political staffer.

The Hill Times
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‘Pack your bags’:
this Parliament is

headed for the exit

The debate now is not
whether the Liberals

would lose an election held
tomorrow, but whether they
would be wiped out a la
Conservatives in 1993.

Need to Know

TTAWA—“Pack your bags,”as we

used to say in the Ottawa press gallery
when it became clear that a government
was about to be ousted, and all concerned
would soon be climbing on the campaign
buses.

It was a common occurrence in the ear-
ly part of this century. From 2000 to 2015,
Canadians were treated to a roller-coaster
of six federal elections as governments
were either toppled or pulled the plug in
hopes of gaining an advantage.

Jean Chrétien, after serving only three
years of his Liberal government’s mandate,
easily defeated the divided conservatives
in 2000, but was driven out of power by
his own party. His antagonist, Paul Martin,
took over amid great hopes, but struggled
as prime minister in the fallout from the
Liberal sponsorship scandal.

With the help of the RCMP, which inter-
vened in the 2006 election with a baseless
accusation against then-finance minister
Ralph Goodale, Conservative leader Ste-
phen Harper won a minority government.
He went to the people in 2008, but failed
to get a majority and did it again three
years later—this time achieving a majority
against a Liberal leader, Michael Ignatieff,
who was basically a politics tourist. Next
came the Liberals’ surprise majority victo-
ry under Justin Trudeau in 2015.

Nine years on, the current government’s
situation has the same feel as Martin’s
minority government in 2005 as it strug-
gled almost day to day to keep from being
brought down by the election-hungry
Conservatives.

As of Oct. 7, the Trudeau government
had not been defeated on a confidence
vote in the Commons. But the chances of
the Liberal minority surviving very much
longer have gone from iffy to something
approaching zero.

As in 2005, the election fever coursing
through the opposition parties rolls off
Parliament Hill in waves. With Canadians
having turned against Trudeau, the Liberals
seem more vulnerable than they have been
since 2011 or—before that—since the John
Turner fiasco of 1984.The debate has for
some time now not been about whether the
Liberals would lose an election held tomor-
row, but whether they would be wiped out
a la Conservatives in 1993.

In that context, Pierre Poilievre is, of
course, pushing for an election right away.
The Conservatives have already released

soft-focused TV election ads featuring their
gentle, fatherly leader doing a jigsaw puz-
zle with a toddler.

Trudeau is likely to soon find himself
dependent on the NDP again for support
on Commons votes. Bloc Québécois Leader
Yves-Francois Blanchet, despite having
said he doesn’t want to kick off an election
that would produce a Conservative major-
ity, has got the wind in his sails after his
party’s Sept. 16 byelection win in Montreal,
and also is eyeing major gains in Quebec if
the Liberal vote craters. One would be for-
given for thinking the demands Blanchet is
making of the Liberal government for Bloc
support seem designed to fail.

As for the NDP’s Jagmeet Singh, it’s
widely believed his party is unprepared—
financially and otherwise—for a feder-
al campaign, particularly with several
provincial elections in the works. And the
common thinking is that Singh needs more
time to distance himself from Trudeau
now that their governance agreement is
finished. But don’t count on the NDP lead-
er—whose grip on political reality often
appears dreamlike—not to roll the dice.
The party is trying to envision itself as the
most-attractive alternative to the Conser-
vatives, and the polls are offering some
support for that notion. Like Jack Layton
in 2011, Singh would no doubt be thrilled
to be the official opposition leader, even
if holding that position during a Conser-
vative majority would give the NDP much
less influence than it had working with
the previous Liberal minority government.
Also, continuing to support the Liberals
may prove too awkward for Singh after the
way he slammed Trudeau as a corporate
toady when the NDP scrapped the gover-
nance deal.

Another reason for haste in dumping
the Liberals is the possible re-election
of Donald Trump as the United States

wipresident in November in the insane
asylum disguised as a country south of
the border. This could cause voters here
to think twice about electing a far-right,
shape-shifting populist like Poilievre to
run the federal government. (But at this
point, that factor—although predictable—
may not make much difference given Ca-
nadians’ overwhelming dislike of Trudeau
and desire for change.)

Also, the opposition parties would like
to have Canadians go to the polls before
the economic crunch of the last few years

The chances
of Prime
Minister
Justin
Trudeau'’s
Liberal
minority
surviving very
much longer
have gone
from iffy to
something
approaching
zero, writes
Les
Whittington.
The Hill Times

photograph by
Andrew Meade

subsides a bit as Bank of Canada-influ-
enced borrowing costs decline.

Add all that up, and you have a set of
heated, easily mismanaged circumstances
that could lead MPs to charge into an election
even though Bloc and NDP voters are split on
forcing a vote right away. Barring an attempt
by Trudeau to put off the inevitable through
prorogation, such a scenario now seems likely
to unfold much sooner than later.

Les Whittington is a regular columnist
for The Hill Times.

The Hill Times

WINE GROWERS CANADA
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THE ELECTION OF DEL ROLLO
AS CHAIR OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Rollo brings 25 years of
industry experience, skills
and knowledge to the role

of WGC Chair.

Serving as Vice President
Corporate Affairs at Arterra
Wines Canada, Del has served
on several Board committees
and has contributed to WGC
advocacy efforts including

agriculture, trade, social

Created in 1967, Wine Growers
Canada is the national and
international voice of Canada’s
wine industry representing large,
medium and small grape-based
wineries across Canada.

Wine Growers Canada member
wineries are responsible for
over 90% of all wine produced
in Canada.

responsibility and taxation.
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Whither the centrist option?

The state of our
politics may have
centrist Canadians
dreaming of the
different electoral
system the Trudeau
government promised,
but ultimately failed
to deliver.

Opinion

s the election campaign in

British Columbia continues
to unfold, all signs suggest the
provincial map is now essentially
a two-party race between the gov-
erning BC NDP and the former-
ly-moribund-but-suddenly-in-con-
tention Conservative Party of BC.

B.C. politics changed for

the worse with the late August
collapse of the BC United party
(previously the BC Liberals). In
removing his party from conten-
tion in the upcoming provincial
vote on Oct. 19, BC United leader

Kevin Falcon essentially returned
the province to a two-party sys-
tem of two extremes.

When I relocated from Ontario
to B.C. in 2004, the BC Liberals
and the “big tent”built by then-BC
Liberal premier Gordon Campbell
were arguably the most natural
fit for a centrist in those days. Not
connected with the federal Liber-
als other than in name only, the
Campbell-era provincial Liberals
were a hybrid of liberals and
conservatives, and were relatively
moderate by today’s standards—
seemingly more so in Campbell’s
later years. That changed follow-
ing Campbell’s departure from
B.C. politics, with the arrival of
his successor, Christy Clark, who
enjoyed much closer ties with the
federal Conservatives.

While he had his detractors,
Campbell was fiscally respon-
sible, but environmentally

We may be heading in the
same direction federally
as in the upcoming B.C.
election, where there is
no discernible middle
ground between David
Eby’s, left, NDP and John
Rustad’s Conservatives,
writes Andrew
Tzembelicos. The Hill
Times photograph by
Andrew Meade and
photograph courtesy of the
Province of B.C.

friendly. For example, B.C. was
the first province to introduce a
carbon tax back in 2008. Camp-
bell also eschewed the perenni-
al, populist provincial stance of
defaulting to Ottawa-bashing.
Instead, he found common
ground with the federal Liberal
governments of Jean Chrétien
and Paul Martin, and then the
Conservative government of
Stephen Harper. It was a style
that benefitted both the prov-
ince and British Columbians. In
this day and age, it is a shame
more premiers do not approach
federal-provincial relations in
this manner.

Today, with deep political
cleavages on the left and right,
and nothing in between, centrist
voters in B.C. no longer have a
political home. Moreover, British
Columbia now has a polarized
“American-style”political system

dominated by two parties. This
is not the case in Ontario where
the Ontario Liberal Party has
typically shared close ties with its
federal cousins.

Nationally, these develop-
ments in B.C. matter a great
deal: they may foreshadow the
federal Liberal Party’s fortunes
in the next election as this same
dichotomy appears set to play out
country-wide. The latest Abacus
Data poll shows the federal Con-
servatives with 43 per cent of the
vote share, the federal Liberals
with 21 per cent, and the federal
New Democrats close behind at
19 per cent. While the Liberals
did place second overall, a key
finding in that same polling data
showed them placing third in all
regions except Quebec and Atlan-
tic Canada.

Though a week is a lifetime
in politics, the current trajectory
suggests the federal Liberal vote
may be on the verge of a major
collapse. The question is whether
it will be of 1984 or 2011 propor-
tions, or worse.

As the only centrist feder-
al option, any scenario with a
significantly weakened federal
Liberal Party threatens to usher
in the same divisive, two-party,
American-style political system at
the national level. This should be
highly alarming for all centrists,
especially given the combative,
Republican-style posturing of

Pierre Poilievre and his Conserva-
tive Party.

So, what’s a centrist voter to
o?

In the upcoming B.C. election,
the choice is far from clear as
there is no discernible middle
ground.

Federally, despite the extreme
unpopularity of Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and his govern-
ment, one option is to hope Liber-
al fortunes change between now
and the next election. Another is
to vote strategically, as many fed-
eral New Democrats did in 2015
when they supported the Liberals
in successfully ousting the Harper
Conservative government from
power. This time around, it could
be that the NDP’s “Stop Pierre
Poilievre” movement starts gain-
ing traction.

In Canadian discourse, there
is a tendency to believe we do not
tolerate American-style politics.
However, for any number of rea-
sons, in B.C. and at the national
level, it is clear they are already
here.

Across the country, the state
of our politics may have centrist
Canadians dreaming of a differ-
ent system—more specifically,
the electoral reform the Trudeau
government promised, but ulti-
mately failed to deliver. That may
prove to be yet another hurdle the
Trudeau Liberals must face at the
ballot box.

Andrew Tzembelicos is a Van-
couver-based writer and editor
who worked with the federal
Liberals on Parliament Hill from
1997 through 2004.
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Driving out deepfakes: Canada can
lead on responsible Al innovation

Convincing deepfakes
of political and
business leaders

pose serious risks

to our national
security, democratic
institutions, and
markets.

Opinion

n recent weeks, a bipartisan

group of United States members
of Congress introduced the NO
FAKES Act, which aims to pro-
tect Americans against harmful
artificial intelligence deepfakes
by creating a federal intellectual
property right to an individual’s
voice and likeness. The intro-
duction of this identical House
companion to the previously
introduced Senate legislation is a

powerful demonstration of bipar-
tisan solidarity that reflects the
American public’s strong desire
for swift and unequivocal action
against harmful deepfakes. And
it’s time that Canada follows suit.

Most of us have seen deep-
fakes or heard vocal clones made
by generative Al This technology
has become so advanced that
these digital impersonations can
be made with little effort and with
such close mimicry that it can be
hard to tell whether they’re real.
And they can be shared on a mas-
sive scale—around the world—in
a matter of minutes. The range of
potential harms is daunting.

For recording artists, unau-
thorized deepfakes steal and
manipulate their voices and im-
ages without their knowledge or
permission. An artist’s voice and
image is their livelihood. When
they’re cloned, artists are robbed
of their identity, reputation, and
relationship with their fans who
increasingly must question wheth-
er what they’re hearing or seeing
is real. Actors, athletes, and celeb-
rities all face these risks. It’s why
organizations like The Human
Artistry Campaign—the global ini-
tiative for responsible Al, of which
Music Canada is a member—have

Bills like Justice Minister Arif Virani’s
C-63 recognize the need to address
sexually explicit deepfakes, but the
government’s piecemeal approach
misses the chance to take a stand
against the misuse of the technology,
writes Patrick Rogers. The Hill Times
photograph by Andrew Meade

applauded the introduction of the
NO FAKES Act.

But the threat extends far
beyond music. Convincing deep-
fakes of political and business
leaders pose serious risks to our
national security, democratic
institutions, and markets. But the
very worst kind of these digital

replicas are non-consensual,
sexually exploitative deepfakes
that are becoming more and more
common. And the victims aren’t
just celebrities, but also children
in our communities who are tar-
geted by peers, and exploited by
predators.

When such grave but prevent-
able harms are happening across
this wide spectrum, it’s time for
government to step in. In bills
C-63 and C-65, the Canadian
government has recognized the
need to address sexually explicit
deepfakes, and deepfakes used
to interfere in elections. But
this piecemeal approach misses
the opportunity to take a stand
against not just the misuse of the
technology, but also the mindset
that encourages the creation of
these deepfakes.

And while we believe that
current laws offer some protec-
tions, they were designed for an
analogue era.They can be slow
to enforce, inconsistent across
jurisdictions, and ineffective for
the digital space.

We should question the
motives of those who seek
responsibility-free, permission-
less innovation, and who argue
that any limits are a chill on

free speech. Simply put: using a
technology to put your words in
my mouth is not you exercising
your free speech. What’s more,
we can build in clear, narrow, and
purpose-driven protections for
the public interest. Generative Al
needs to be responsible, account-
able, and transparent to protect
not only artists, but also the
Canadian public.

With laws against the most ex-
ploitative harms, we can still pro-
tect the best that this technology
has to offer—like the preservation
of one’s voice lost for medical
reasons, or to tell the story of
one’s legacy with the permission
of your loved ones. And even
leaders in the tech community
have called for more guardrails.
Al developers who act ethically
will be able to attract investment
and grow within ethical markets.

Canada can continue to be
a leader in Al innovation. But it
must not come at any cost. We
can take steps to build an Al eco-
system that is safe and responsi-
ble. We can embrace the promise
of Al in all fields while protecting
the most vulnerable.

The music sector stands ready
to support a government commit-
ment and action to ensure that
Al-generated deepfakes are illegal.

Patrick Rogers is the CEO of
Music Canada, the trade associa-
tion representing Canada’s major
labels: Sony Music Entertainment
Canada, Universal Music Canada,
and Warner Music Canada.

The Hill Times
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When the government
prioritizes perception over
productivity, we're all in trouble

The arbitrary
monitoring of
employees is proven
to increase distrust
and disengagement,
and decrease
performance.

Nathan
Prier

Opinion A
ik §

Since announcing the three-day
in-office mandate for public
sector employees last spring, the
government has refused to share
any justification for the decision,
only patronizing their workers
and Canadians with vague allu-
sions to collaboration and career
development. Well, now we know
the actual reason: scoring cheap
political points.

This decision had nothing to
do with improving productivity
and workplace culture—in fact,
it’s the opposite. Through new in-
formation uncovered by the Pub-
lic Service Alliance of Canada, it’s
clear that despite knowing that
remote-work flexibility improved
productivity for employees to the
tune of a 4.5 per cent increase, the
government made the decision to
force in-office compliance solely
based on misguided assumptions
about “public perception.”

The three-day in-office
mandate is another abject policy
failure that has further exposed
a weak and incompetent leader-
ship. The reality is that workers
are more productive when they

JOSH EYKING

have the flexibility to work at
home. But the government made
a cop-out decision to appease

an entirely imagined narrative
that productivity necessitates an
in-office presence. In the glaring
absence of any rationale for the
in-office policy, many workers are
speculating about who this gov-
ernment really serves. Shadowy
commercial landlord interests?
Peddlers of archaic management
theories? Canadian taxpayers and
federal workers want explana-
tions, and fast.

It is the government’s re-
sponsibility to tell the truth to
the public: that the increase in
remote work flexibility for public
sector employees in the early
days of COVID-19 was a boon
for productivity, and allowed
essential programs and services

to be delivered to Canadians at
a record rate. Willingly peddling
falsehoods about remote work
is a disservice not only to their
own employees, but also to all
Canadian workers who would
benefit from increased availabil-
ity of remote work—and every
taxpayer in the country shoulder-
ing an exorbitant bill for entirely
optional office maintenance and
the rollout of dystopian atten-
dance-tracking technologies.
The Orwellian surveillance
methods being used to track
attendance are both drawing
resources away from necessary
work and creating a workplace
culture that will drive good
employees away. Developing vast
tracking systems, having people
log their location, and having
managers monitor attendance is
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Cancelling
mandatory
in-office days is
something
Treasury Board
President Anita
Anand could do
with the stroke of a
pen, writes Nathan
Prier. The Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

wasting taxpayers’ time and mon-
ey. The arbitrary monitoring of
employees is proven to increase
distrust and disengagement, and
decrease performance. So, as the
government claims it is ordering
employees back to offices to build
a workplace culture, it is doing
everything in its power to ensure
that culture is toxic by design.

Other employers have already
figured out that remote work is
the default going forward. The
governments of British Columbia,
Australia, and the United King-
dom are all purposefully imple-
menting remote work. If Canada
doesn’t reverse course quickly,
our government will become an
unappealing dinosaur, unable to
recruit or retain top-level tal-
ent—or deliver quality services to
Canadians.

C. 613-889-3457
0. 613-369-6000

610 BRONSON AVENUE
OTTAWA, ON. K1S 4E6

If this move is what many fear
it to be—an intentional increase
in workplace toxicity to drive
resignation numbers up ahead of
more draconian measures—Cana-
dians should know the truth: that
big public sector cuts just feed
expensive contractor payrolls. We
don’t need more ArriveCan disas-
ters, we need a well-functioning
public sector defined by good
jobs and strong accountability
practices. And that doesn’t mean
managers hovering over desks
with attendance sheets.

The government has a long
track record of obliterating em-
ployee morale, so wasting money
by forcing employees back into
totally optional offices with rap-
idly declining standards is par for
the course. A crisis in the federal
workplace has been building for
years. The Phoenix pay system
has been an epic failure and,
eight years later, the government
continues to drag its feet to find a
solution while its employees are
still struggling to receive an accu-
rate paycheque. The Canada Life
fiasco placed many employees in
financial jeopardy, and had real
impacts on mental and physical
health.

The biggest employer in the
country has made enemies of the
vast majority of its workers, who
are slowly but surely building up
capacity to fight back. Cancel-
ling mandatory in-office days is
something Treasury Board Pres-
ident Anita Anand could do with
the stroke of a pen, immediately
saving both her relationship with
federal workers and taxpayers’
dollars.

The naked cynicism behind
the in-office mandate—which
cares about perception more than
productivity or the responsible
use of taxpayer dollars—is some-
thing that all Canadians should
be concerned about. Because
when keeping up appearances is
a higher priority for the govern-
ment than serving the needs of
the country, we’re all in trouble.

Federal public sector em-
ployees want to deliver for
Canadians. But their employer
keeps doing everything it can to
distract them from this critical
and sacred task.

Nathan Prier is president
of the Canadian Association of
Professional Employees.

The Hill Times
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Canada’s false ‘solution’
for used nuclear fuel waste

Potentially trucking
waste to a deep
geological repository
could be a recipe for
disaster.
William
Leiss

Opinion

he Nuclear Waste Manage-

ment Organization (NWMO)
is a curious hybrid body created
out of whole cloth by the federal
government in its 2002 Nuclear
Fuel Waste Act to find a per-
manent solution for that waste.
Governments tried and failed to
find that solution for the previous
quarter-century. Now, NWMO is
weeks away from identifying the
“final resting place”in a deep geo-
logical repository (DGR) in On-
tario, either far into the province’s
northwest at Ignace near Dryden/
Wabigoon Lake First Nation, or

South Bruce close to Lake Huron
near Teeswater and the Bruce
Peninsula. One of two small mu-
nicipalities and one of two groups
of treaty-rights holding First
Nations will need to agree, but
millions of Canadians potentially
affected won’t get a say.

Last month, The Globe and
Mail described the organization’s
DGR solution: “For 40 or so years
... big trucks carrying specially
designed waste containers would
trundle from the reactor sites to
the DGR facility, where the fuel
canisters would be lowered.”

More than 90 per cent of that
waste is currently at the Picker-
ing, Darlington, and Bruce nucle-
ar generating stations. The rest is
at far-off Point Lepreau, N.B., and
in Quebec, Manitoba, and Ottawa.
If NWMO chooses the Ignace site
and an all-road transportation
method, it estimates that those
trucks will travel 84 million kilo-
metres on Canadian roads.

Each truckload will hold
exactly 192 used fuel bundles,
packed into a special steel
container weighing 35 tonnes.
The current array of operating
reactors will ultimately produce
a total of six million bundles. But

that figure doesn’t include the an-
nounced “Bruce C” development
of new reactors, or other new
ones yet to be unveiled, adding at
least two million more bundles.
Eight million bundles will require
40,000 truckloads over at least a
40-year period.

And there will be a further
20,000 dry-cask containers in
which those bundles had previ-
ously been stored which will also
require transportation to a DGR.
Empty, they each weigh 60 tonnes
and will be radioactive. They will
need to be cut in half due to their
weight, adding up to another
40,000 truckloads. If they go to
a DGR in Ignace, that will add
another 84 million kilometres of
truck travel on Canadian roads.
(The NWMO has not done this
estimate.)

Is everybody OK with all this?
Are most Canadians even aware
of these scenarios? The NWMO
says that the containers on the
trucks will survive any imagin-
able road accident, and no radio-
activity will escape. But trucks
travelling 168 million kilometres
are—quite obviously—going to be
involved in a fair number of road
accidents, some serious, across

those four or more decades. In
those cases, folks likely will be
told,“Don’t worry, it may look aw-
ful, but you and your kids won’t
be irradiated.”

The two small communities
designated as potential “hosts”
for the DGR do not, apparently,
care too much about the trans-
portation issue. However, others
are starting to become alarmed,
especially in and around the city
of Thunder Bay, which is on the
road route for those 80,000 trucks
if the DGR is sited in Ignace. If
the choice is South Bruce, well,
who knows? The NWMO has not
published any kind of transpor-
tation plan for that choice. Just
looking at a map, however, a lot
of those trucks will have to go
through or near the already grid-
locked GTA.

And what about the First
Nations? Here’s where things get
interesting. The designated First
Nation treaty rights holders for
the Ignace site are the 28 First
Nation communities of Grand
Council Treaty 3, the governing
body of the Anishinaabe Nation
in Treaty 3, which maintains
rights to all lands and water in
the territory. Development in the

Treaty 3 territory requires the
consent, agreement, and partici-
pation of the Anishinaabe Nation
in Treaty 3.To date, that consent
hasn’t been granted.

The designated First Nation
treaty rights holder for the
South Bruce site is Saugeen
Ojibway Nation (SON): the
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded
First Nation-Neyaashiinigmiing
Anishinaabek, and the Chippe-
was of Saugeen First Nation.
CBC News recently quoted Greg
Nadjiwon, one of SON’s two
chiefs, that “if you think about
how many [other] treaty terri-
tories that waste would have to
go through, I don’t think it will
happen.” The CBC then para-
phrased the chief: “Nadjiwon
says even if Ignace and nearby
Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation
say yes to the proposed nuclear
dump, he doubts the spent nu-
clear fuel from the Bruce station,
which is currently in temporary
storage, would ever leave his
nation’s traditional territory.”
Mere weeks from a site selection
announcement, there clearly
isn’t agreement.

NWMO'’s approach isn’t going
to work. Canadians do not have
an acceptable solution to the
problem of long-term storage or
disposal of used nuclear fuel. It’s
past time to consider some alter-
native options.

William Leiss, O.C., FRSC, is
an emeritus professor at Queen’s
University, and the author
of Deep Disposal (2024), and Can-
ada and Climate Change (2022).
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Trudeau 1s dead wrong

about C

Despite the prime
minister’s claim

that Canada has

the ‘strongest fiscal
position’ in the world,
Fraser Institute
evidence shows

it’s actually among
the most indebted
advanced economies.

Jake
Fuss

Opinion Yy
n the House of Commons re-
cently, Prime Minister Trudeau

proclaimed that “Canada actually

has the strongest fiscal position
of any of the world’s advanced
economies.” Upon close exam-
ination of the data, however, this
statement is categorically false. In

anada’s

reality, Canada is one of the most
indebted advanced economies on
the globe.

The prime minister’s proc-
lamation originates from the
2024 federal budget in which the
government pointed to data from
the International Monetary Fund
that states Canada has the lowest
level of net debt—as a share of its
economy—among G7 countries
that include Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, France, the United Kingdom,
and the United States.

However, this specific mea-
sure of Canada’s indebtedness
is flawed because it assumes the
country’s financial assets can be
used to offset debt, and there-
fore subtracts these assets from
total government debt. And this
is a significant problem because
Canada’s financial assets include
the assets of the Canada Pension
Plan (CPP) and Quebec Pension
Plan (QPP), which were valued
at a combined $717-billion at the
end of 2023.

Obviously, Canada cannot use
CPP and QPP assets to reduce
government debt without compro-
mising the ability of those public
pension plans to pay benefits
to current and future retirees.
That’s why it’s misleading to use

debt

net debt to compare Canada’s
indebtedness to other countries;
it makes it appear as though we
have a stronger fiscal position
than we actually do.

So, what’s a more accurate
way to measure Canada’s govern-
ment debt burden?

In a recent study, we compared
Canada’s total—a.k.a. gross—gov-
ernment debt, which measures
all government liabilities and is
not offset by any financial assets,
with 32 advanced economies
worldwide—not just the G7 coun-
tries, which are all conveniently
highly indebted like Canada. We
found that Canada ranks 26 out
of 32 on total debt relative to the
size of the country’s economy.
Clearly, despite the prime minis-
ter’s claim that Canada has the
“strongest fiscal position”in the
world, the evidence shows Cana-
da is actually among the most in-
debted advanced economies, and
that fellow G7 countries Germany
and the United Kingdom have
lower debt than Canada.

Why should Canadians care?

Because government debt
has immediate and long-term
consequences. In the short term,
governments must pay debt
interest on their borrowing.

4

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. Government debt has immediate and long-term
consequences, writes Jake Fuss. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

Federally, debt interest costs are
projected to surpass $54-billion
this year. At the provincial level,
Canadian taxpayers are expect-
ed to collectively spend another
$37.1-billion on government debt
interest costs.

Long term, future generations
of Canadians must repay the debt
through a combination of tax
increases and/or a reduction in
services. Despite having no say
over current government deci-
sions, in the coming years and
decades, Canadians under the

age of 18 will likely repay most of
today’s debt accumulation.

Trudeau’s assertion that
Canada has the “strongest
fiscal position” of any advanced
economy is incorrect. We are,
unfortunately, one of the most
indebted advanced economies
in the world. It’s important
for policymakers to root their
statements in facts rather than
conjecture.

Jake Fuss is director of fiscal
studies at the Fraser Institute.

The Hill Times
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Housing crisis requires more
long-term infrastructure
planning, say housing an
construction experts

An advisory body

for a National
Infrastructure
Assessment is
expected to be
announced early this
fall, says Housing,
Infrastructure, and
Communities Canada.

BY JESSE CNOCKAERT

housing crisis in Canada is

increasing the urgency for
the federal government to follow
through on a three-year-old prom-
ise to conduct an assessment of
Canada’s long-term infrastructure
needs, according to the presi-
dent and CEO of the Associa-
tion of Consulting Engineering
Companies.

“Without [an assessment],
we’re going to continue to be
reactive,”said John Gamble.“We
need good information and data,
and evidence-based public policy,
and this would be a cornerstone
of that.”

A National Infrastructure As-
sessment (NIA), first announced
in the 2021 federal budget, is
intended by Ottawa to establish a
vision for Canada’s infrastructure
needs, including the best ways to
fund and finance infrastructure
projects during the transition
towards a net-zero future. On
July 29, 2021, the Liberal govern-
ment released a report outlining
recommendations intended to
help guide the design of the

John Gamble, president and CEO of
the Association of Consulting
Engineering Companies, says a
national infrastructure assessment
could be ‘a potential legacy item for
the government,” which he would like
to see ‘treated with urgency.’
Photograph courtesy of John Gamble

In an April press
release, Housing
Minister Sean
Fraser said
‘Canada can and
will solve the
housing crisis.’
The Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

assessment, following public
engagement with more than 300
individuals and groups, includ-
ing representatives of provinces,
territories, municipalities, and
Indigenous groups.

Among those recommen-
dations was that the federal
government should create an in-
dependent advisory body, which
would provide impartial, expert,
and evidence-based advice re-
garding major infrastructure in
Canada.

The Daily
Commer-
cial News
reported in
March that
an Infrastruc-
ture Canada
spokesperson
confirmed
an advisory
body would
be“launched
in the coming
weeks,”but
so far noth-
ing has been
announced.

Housing,
Infrastruc-
ture, and
Communities
Canada told
The Hill Times
in a Sept.

27 emailed
statement that
an announce-

ment for the establishment of the
advisory body is expected “early
this fall.”

“This body will be responsible
for developing Canada’s first ever
National Infrastructure Assess-
ment,”said the statement. “With
a country as big and diverse as
Canada, with needs that vary
from region to region, the NIA
will help ensure greater align-
ment at all levels of government
on how best to support communi-

ties as they grow and change into
the future.”

When asked about progress
towards an NIA since its an-
nouncement, Gamble said he is
concerned.

“We want this. We see this as
a potential legacy item for the
government,”he said.“This is
something that’s going to pay div-
idends for Canadians for decades,
because it will result in better and
more forward-looking public pol-

investment of around $107,000 towards municipally owned capital assets, such as roads. The Hill
Times photograph by Andrew Meade

icy. I would certainly like to see it
treated with urgency, and I would
like to see infrastructure in gener-
al regarded with the urgency and
respect that it deserves.”

Gamble said that Canada’s
current housing crisis must be
thought of in the broader context
of community infrastructure be-
cause “a building without infra-
structure is just a box.”

“Where we are building
homes, is it going to allow people
to access community services? Is
it going to allow them to access
work and a livelihood? We need
to think of these things more ho-
listically,”he said.“We also need a
vision. What is the infrastructure
we need to look for? Not just in
five or 10 years, [but] we need to
look 30, 40 years into the future.”

The Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation estimated in
June 2022 that about 3.5 million
new housing units will be needed
by 2030 to help achieve housing
affordability for everyone living
in Canada, in addition to the
2.3 million units already pro-
jected based on current rates of
construction.

To help address the housing
crisis, the Liberal government
launched a National Housing
Strategy in 2017.The strategy is
currently a 10-year, $115-billion
plan.

On April 12, Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau (Papineau,
Que.), Finance Minister Chrystia
Freeland (University—Rosedale,
Ont.), and Housing Minister Sean
Fraser (Central Nova, N.S.) also
announced the Liberal govern-
ment’s housing plan, which envi-
sions construction of 3.87 million
new homes by 2031.

“Canada can and will solve the
housing crisis, and we’re going
to do it by getting every home
builder, not-for-profit, mayor, city
councillor, and premier pulling
in the same direction to build the
homes Canadians need,” said Fra-
ser in an April press release.

Research conducted by the
Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities (FCM) in 2023 determined
that a housing unit requires an
average investment of around
$107,000 towards municipally
owned capital assets, such as
roads, water and wastewater fa-
cilities, community amenities, and
public transit. The construction
of the total 5.8 million housing
units will therefore require a
local infrastructure investment of
about $600-billion, according to
the FCM.

The FCM is currently call-
ing on federal, provincial, and
territorial governments to commit
to a new Municipal Growth
Framework to help modernize
municipal funding. Municipali-
ties—which are responsible for
maintaining infrastructure such
as roads, transit services, and wa-
ter and wastewater systems—are
struggling to fund and maintain
these services due to an “outdat-
ed revenue framework that is
creaking under Canada’s record
population growth,”according to
a June 6 FCM press release.

FCM president Geoff Stewart
told The Hill Times that Canada
is facing a housing crisis, “and the
infrastructure to go with it is in

Continued on page 22



The Atlin Hydro Expansion Project:
Shovel-ready to deliver on the Yukon’s energy needs.

Fully owned by Taku River Tlingit First Nation,
the Atlin Hydro Expansion Projectis a
shovel-ready planned hydroelectric facility and
transmission line that will deliver clean power
from British Columbia to the Yukon grid.

This is an essential energy
infrastructure project.

Demand for electricity has grown significantly
in the Yukon. Thermal diesel generation is
relied on in the winter months and this project
will provide up to 8.5 megawatts of
much-needed dependable and renewable
winter capacity to the Yukon.

Ten First Nations communities and seven
municipalities will gain reliable electricity
through this project.

This is the opportunity to build
energy security in the North.

The Atlin Hydro Expansion Project is the most
feasible and timely opportunity for government
to deliver on one of Canada’s northern energy
projects. It is construction-ready with ability for
shovel in-ground March 2025.

This project stands to:

Increase the Yukon's electricity supply by
8 percent, helping meet the Territory’s
increased demand

Reduce GHG emissions by approximately
29,500 tonnes annually, helping the Yukon
meet its climate goal of being net-zero by 2050

Create local employment and economic
opportunities, building capacity in First
Nations and rural communities

Provide sustainable and long-term
investment in First Nations infrastructure
development

We need Government to deliver.

The Atlin Hydro Expansion project is shovel-ready to deliver

reliable electricity to the Yukon. Now, it needs the federal

government to deliver in the Fall Economic Statement.

Let's build energy security in the North. Together.

Learn more at www.atlinhydro.ca
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Housing construction in a
Claridge Homes development
at Findlay Creek in Ottawa on
Aug. 22, 2023. The Hill Times
photograph by Andrew Meade

Canada is rising to meet
the challenge of housing

Solving the housing
crisis is a critical
priority for the
federal government.
We are increasing

the supply and
supporting those who
can’t afford a decent
place to live.

Liberal MP Annie
Koutrakis

Opinion

Canada is facing a housing
crisis like it hasn’t faced since
the end of the Second World War
almost 80 years ago.

After six years of struggle,
we won the war by focusing all
our efforts and resources on one
objective. After the war, we also
met the challenge of building
enough homes and infrastructure
to accommodate millions of new
families.

The current context is differ-
ent, but the task at hand is simi-
lar. We are now an urban country
with four times the population,
and 14 times the economy. The
baby boomers who grew up in
those houses are in their retire-

ment phase, and our birth rate
has plummeted. Without immigra-
tion, our average age will climb,
the population will decline, the
shortage of skilled workers will
accelerate, and economic growth
and our ability to care for an ag-
ing population will diminish.

In recent decades, private-sec-
tor home construction did not
meet increasing demand, but gov-
ernments did not fill the gap by
investing in housing. Additionally,
municipal and provincial rules
designed to improve the quality
of city life—or in response to
residents’ concerns—compounded
by the very slow and cumbersome
process to obtain construction
permits, make it difficult, slow,
and expensive to build homes.

The COVID-19 pandemic
was the great disruptor when
everything stopped or slowed to
a crawl for two years, including
immigration, supply chains, and
home construction. This led to a
spike in inflation; peaking at eight
per cent. The Bank of Canada
tripled interest rates to beat down
inflation—now finally back at two
per cent—allowing it to start re-
ducing rates, but also resulted in
increased financing and mortgage
costs.

In addition, after the COVID
pause, there was a large rebound
in permanent and temporary
worker and student immigration,
whereby levels were the highest
since the 1950s and ’60s, further
compounding the problem.

These factors caused a short-
age of homes to buy or rent, driv-

ing up the cost beyond the reach
of many Canadians, especially
young people. This is not unique
to Canada, and is also the case in
the United States, United King-
dom, Australia, etc. It is partic-
ularly true in attractive cities
where people want to live, like
Canada’s excellent metro areas.

Solving the housing crisis is
a critical priority for the federal
government. We are increasing
the supply, and supporting those
who can’t afford a decent place
to live. The government has also
moved to lessen demand by
substantially cutting the levels of
several categories of immigration
and temporary residency.

The National Housing Strat-
egy was launched in 2017, and
was expanded to a 10-year
national project that will gen-
erate $115-billion from various
sources to meet the current
challenge, but there are no magic
solutions. We’ve already invested
more than $53-billion to help up
to 1.8 million Canadians get the
housing they need, including the
construction or renovation of
more than 439,000 homes.

Our government has recently
set a bold—but realistic—ob-
jective for Canada to build 3.87
million new homes by 2031. This
will greatly improve the housing
status of millions of Canadians
and is vast, including more than
30 initiatives.

We have laid the foundation
for an additional two million
new homes. Of these, 1.2 mil-
lion are a direct result of feder-

al action, and at least 800,000
through measures and conditions
introduced at the provincial and
municipal levels.

The solution will require the
full participation and co-opera-
tion of all concerned: the federal,
provincial, and municipal govern-
ments; the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation’s Housing
Accelerator Fund; private devel-
opers; investors; financial insti-
tutions; planners; and interest
groups. It is critical for cities and
provinces to make it easier, faster,
and less expensive to build. There
has to be a reasonable balance of
the greater public good and the
ideal.

There is no alternative but to
densify much more than we have
in order to alleviate our hous-
ing crisis, but also to alleviate
environmental and congestion
problems. This is a national
project, and I am confident that
with our strategy—Dby focusing
our collective efforts on the same
objective—Canada will meet the
challenge of housing as we did in
the 1950s and 1960s.

Liberal MP Annie Koutrakis
represents Vimy, in Laval, Que.,
and was the parliamentary secre-
tary to the minister of transport
from 2021-22. She is now PS to
the minister of tourism, and min-
ister of economic development
for Quebec’s regions. She served
on the House Finance Commit-
tee from 2019-21, and is now
on the transport and language
committees.
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Improving
practices
and
updating
standards
will take us
a long way
towards
preparing
for climate
change

Building code
standards are
significantly out of
date when it comes
to storm and sanitary
sewage pipes.

Barbara
Robinson

Opinion

he expected increase in storm

water peaks associated with
climate change represents a risk
that our engineering infrastruc-
ture—both sanitary and storm—
will be insufficient. However, an
even greater and more tangible
risk exists right now.

Firstly, we are not construct-
ing new sewers in accordance
with existing standards and
specifications. And secondly, we
are not operating or maintain-
ing the infrastructure we have
now in accordance with existing
bylaws to minimize risk of flood.
The rainwater and groundwater
leaking into pipes as a result are
known collectively as Inflow and
Infiltration (I/T). Both mean that
residents today are experiencing
more flooding than necessary.
Valuable federal funding dol-
lars are being used to expand
wastewater treatment plants,
when more organic solutions
are readily available. Additional
capacity in our pipes for housing
is not being realized. The federal
government has an essential role
to play in both cases.

New subdivision sewers are
constructed according to mu-
nicipal standards on the public
side, and building codes on the
private side—eventually owned
by property owners. Municipal
standards are not being enforced,

Continued on page 25
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Join Canada's construction industry in building resilient
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There is far more to be done in
the Yukon, and this work will
require the ongoing
commitment of all involved,
writes ISG Sen. Pat Duncan.
Flickr photograph by Louis White

Far more still to be done for
infrastructure in the Yukon

Supporting the
families and people
who live, work, play,
and visit in the North
requires more critical
infrastructure,
including energy and
communications.

[SG Senator
Pat Duncan

Opinion

Hill Times readers and people
on the Hill are familiar with
me stating that the three north-
ern territories are completely
different. Addressing the topic of
infrastructure—especially critical
infrastructure in the North—re-
quires a separate piece for each
territory, and a distinct approach
for each territory by the federal
government. I will address the
Yukon.

All communities in the Yukon
save one—Old Crow—are con-
nected by a strong road network.
Old Crow is the home of the
Vuntut Gwitchin, one of the initial
Yukon First Nations to complete
a land claim agreement with the

Government of Canada and the
Yukon Government. A self-gov-
erning First Nation, the VGFN
Development Corporation owns
49 per cent of Air North. The
airline made air transportation
within and outside of the territory
more accessible and affordable
for their shareholders: Yukoners.
Investment in the critical air
service by the Vuntut Gwitchin
and other Yukon investors has
been enhanced by funding from
the territorial and federal govern-
ments for improvements to the
runway infrastructure in Dawson
City in 2019, and, most recently,
in Whitehorse with the extension
of the runway at the Erik Niel-
sen International Airport. The
runway required an expansion
to accommodate larger aircraft
flown by international airlines
like Condor that operate regular
flights to Whitehorse during the
tourist season. The improvements
are a $248-million investment by
governments in critical infra-
structure. An international air-
port, Whitehorse hosted Korean
jetliners diverted from Anchorage
on Sept. 11,2001, and we regu-
larly witness American military
aircraft en route to Alaska.
Alaska and the United States
have also—notably—returned
to their practice of providing
funding for reconstruction and
maintenance of the Alaska High-
way in the Yukon. The highway is
fundamental to providing goods
and services to the Yukon from
Southern Canada; the movement

of military personnel in Alaska;
visitors who drive from the lower
48 or arrive by cruise ship to
southeast Alaska and travel by
tour bus to the state; and other
visitors from Canada and all over
the world. Tourism is a $367.8-mil-
lion industry in the Yukon and
worth US$2.2-billion in Alaska.
Passable roads and airports
that promote smooth travel for
people and products are critical
infrastructure.

Melting permafrost caused
by climate change necessitates
ongoing expensive reinvestment
in highways. The cost to rebuild
one metre of the Alaska highway
has been estimated at $10,000.
The territorial government’s
investment in roads in the budget
estimates was nearly $100-mil-
lion. The investment by the Amer-
icans of $42.6-million and visits to
the territory by Alaska Governor
Mike Dunleavy and U.S. Ambas-
sador to Canada David Cohen to
observe firsthand the impact of
melting permafrost on the roads
show significant public support
for American funding. This is
investment that is supported by
the strong relationships between
our countries at the federal,
provincial, and territorial levels.
Alaskans and Yukoners are not
only friends and neighbours.
In many situations—as in other
border communities—there are
families that live on either side of
the border.

Supporting the families and
people who live, work, play, and

visit in the North requires more
critical infrastructure, including
energy and communications.

The Yukon has some electrical
power generation with a hydro-
electric dam in Whitehorse, built
in 1958 by the Northern Canada
Power Commission; the Aishihik
hydro plant, built in 1975; and a
dam in Mayo where the Yukon
government added additional
generation capacity 2011.The
demand for electric power has
grown exponentially due to a 12
per cent increase in population
over the last five years, construc-
tion of new housing with electric
heating, and increased access
to the 19 government-operated
charging stations for electric
vehicles. The Yukon government—
in partnership with the Kwanlin
Diin First Nation—has added
the four-megawatt Haeckel Hill
Wind Project to the grid with four
windmills in Whitehorse. A Yukon
government solar generation pro-
gram that allowed consumers to
add to the grid has now been sus-
pended as it was so well received
the grid could not accommodate
more at this time. With these in-
novations there is still a need for
significantly more power to sat-
isfy demand.Yukon has been ex-
ploring possible solutions to meet
this demand. Most recently, Yukon
announced $40-million in federal
support to seek a grid connection
with British Columbia.

Yukon has made other signif-
icant investments in infrastruc-
ture including connecting all

Yukon communities—particularly
schools and Yukon University
campuses—with internet access
and 911 emergency telephone
service some years ago. On more
than one occasion, a forest fire,
road construction error cutting
the fibre line in northern Brit-
ish Columbia, or minor equip-
ment failure would result in the
complete loss of internet and cell
phone coverage throughout the
territory. This past May, this loss
and vulnerability of critical com-
munications infrastructure tested
the Yukon’s resiliency and emer-
gency responsiveness. This rein-
forced the wisdom of the territori-
al government’s investment in the
Dempster fibre link scheduled for
completion this year, which will
provide redundancy by routing an
additional fibre communications
link through Inuvik in the North-
west Territories.

The governments of the Yukon,
Northwest Territories, Yukon
First Nation, the state of Alaska,
and the Canadian and American
federal governments are all part
of the funding, construction, and
support for this snapshot of the
critical infrastructure in the Yu-
kon.There is far more to be done
in the Yukon, and this work will
require the ongoing commitment
of all involved. The Northwest
Territories and Nunavut have
their own stories to tell of critical
infrastructure that also requires
the visionary leadership, finan-
cial support, and commitment of
governments. Northerners and
Canadians expect no less of their
governments than support for this
commitment to one another in the
north and our country as a whole.

Pat Duncan is the Senator for
the Yukon. She has previously
served as an MLA and Yukon’s
premier.
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The Liberal
infrastructure
record 1s nothing
to be proud of

Infrastructure gaps have
major social, health, and
economic impacts on
Indigenous Peoples.

NDP MP
Lori Idlout

Opinion

his Liberal government proudly embar-

rasses itself every time it talks about
funding for Inuit, First Nations, and Métis.

The figures speak for themselves.

The Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
reports that the infrastructure gap for First
Nations stands at $349.2-billion.

The Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami reports
that the infrastructure gap for Inuit is at
$425-billion.

The Métis National Council had sub-
mitted a request that the Government of
Canada provide $166.21-million to fill the
infrastructure gap for the Métis.

These are not sources of pride that the
Liberal government should be bragging
about.

These infrastructure gaps have major
social, health, and economic impacts on In-
digenous Peoples. Not only are Indigenous
Peoples continuing to suffer the ravages of
the impacts of colonial and genocidal pol-
icies, but refusing to invest in Indigenous
Peoples is also not acting in good faith. It is
not acting on the reconciliation so need-
ed between governments and Indigenous
Peoples. I repeat what I said in June: “Inuit,
First Nations, and Métis children were
taken from their loving homes and put into
environments filled with hate and violence.
Their languages and cultures were beaten
out of them. For Inuit, their sled dogs were

While Liberals
like Northern
Affairs Minister
Dan Vandal are
proud of their
so-called
increased
investments,
First Nations,
Métis, and
Inuit are
suffering in
overcrowded,
substandard
housing, writes
Lori Idlout. The
Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

murdered and were forcibly relocated to
High Arctic communities, and so much
more.”

While Liberals like Indigenous Services
Minister Patty Hadju and Northern Affairs
Minister Dan Vandal are proud of their so-
called increased investments, First Nations,
Métis, and Inuit are suffering in over-
crowded, substandard housing; living with
generations of boil-water advisories; and
being flown thousands of miles away from
their homes for basic health-care services,
and so much more. The Liberals are being
sued again for their discriminatory under-
funding of First Nations. These patterns
of underinvestment must be amplified.
Again, from June, I repeat: “At the current
spending rate, it will take between 58 and
141 years. The AFN now report the gap to
reach almost $530-billion for First Nations
alone by 2040.”

The Conservatives would be worse.
People are still reeling from when Nunavut
had a Conservative MP who served as the
minister of health in the Harper cabinet,
and made cuts to important programs. I
remember specifically the importance of
the Aboriginal Healing Fund. Important
progress was being made in healing when
the Conservatives decided to cut this
important program. They will not make im-
provements. Their focus has been and will
remain on making up rhymes and slogans
to keep Canadians desperate, and to keep
the ultra-rich just that: ultra-rich.

Inuit, First Nations, and Métis will keep
their strength. They will keep demanding
reconciliation. They will keep highlighting
that this underinvestment is not justified.
Indigenous Peoples will keep rising up,
using their voice, and demanding govern-
ments make good on their promises.

Lori Idlout is a Canadian politician who
has served as an NDP MP for the riding of
Nunavut in the House of Commons since
2021. Before her election, Idlout practised
law in Iqaluit with her own firm, Qusagaq
Law Office.
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every one

deserves a safe and
decent place to live.

Habitat for Humanity Greater Ottawa is the

only local charity that provides affordable
homeownership opportunities for local families —
and we need your help!

Your bi-weekly gift of $25 or more through your
employer’s Workplace Giving Program will build
more safe and affordable homes in Ottawa and
surrounding communities.

Visit habitatgo.ca for more information.

h Greater Ottawa
m Habitat for Humanity"

Habitat pour ’humanité’
La Grande Région d’Ottawa
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Housing crisis requires more
long-term infrastructure
and

planning, say housing
construction experts

Continued from page 16

dire straits.” He said the Munic-
ipal Growth Framework could
provide municipalities with the
proper tools to move forward.

“Much of the infrastructure
in this country is 75 [to] 80 years
old, or even older, and it’s getting
to the point of disrepair, and
we just don’t have the funds to
maintain, let alone expand what
we currently have,” he said.“This
housing crisis that we’re facing
is going to take all three orders
of government to work together
to solve. There’s not one order of
government that can do it alone.”

Stewart said that Fraser “is
very much aware of the infra-
structure challenges that munici-
palities are facing.”

“We’re ready to work with
him and to implement this new
Municipal Growth Framework,
just as we’re ready to work with
anyone who has the interest of
municipalities at heart. We’re will-
ing to sit with anyone and have
that discussion,” he said.

Ana Bailao, head of affordable
housing and public affairs for
Dream, a real estate company
headquartered in Toronto, told
The Hill Times that an NIA would
be beneficial because “we’re
seeing substantial growth,”and
“the way that you respond to that
growth is making s ure that you
have the infrastructure.”

“I think there’s an urgency in
having the conversation on how
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments can play a bigger role
in the delivery of infrastructure
in our municipalities. I think that
is very clear,”said Baildo, who
is also a former deputy mayor
of Toronto.“I think if you talk to
any mayor from rural and urban
communities across the country,

NDP MP Bonita Zarrillo says ‘the Liberals have shown over and over again that
they have actually no desire to invest in infrastructure or housing.” The Hill Times

photograph by Samantha Wright Allen

they are very much in tune on the
need to have more involvement
and more delivery. I think having
a plan just goes hand in hand
with that.”

When asked about Fraser,
Baildo said he has approached
housing in Canada as a crisis.

Fraser and the Liberal govern-
ment have implemented “great”
initiatives intended to address
housing, such as introducing
enhanced rebates for purpose-
built rental housing that relieves
builders of their obligation to pay
the federal component of GST/
HST, according to Baildo.

“There’s been a lot of things
that have been done since [Fraser]
came into office and I think he
needs to keep going in this di-

Ana Bailao, head
of affordable
housing and public
affairs for Dream,
says ‘I think
there’s an urgency
in having the
conversation on
how the federal
and provincial
governments can
play a bigger role
in the delivery of
infrastructure in
our municipalities.’
Photograph
courtesy of Ana
Baildo

rection,” said Baildo.“I think he’s
really trying to make sure that the
provinces are coming to the table
as well, which I think is the right
thing to do.”

NDP MP Bonita Zarrillo (Port
Moody-Coquitlam, B.C.), her
party’s critic for infrastructure
and communities, told The Hill
Times that the infrastructure and
housing gaps are a reflection of
a lack of investment from the
Liberal government, and a lack
of investment from the previous
Conservative government.

“The Liberals have shown
over and over again that they
have actually no desire to invest
in infrastructure or housing.
Their plan relies on corporate
investment, private investment,
PPP [public-private partnership]
loans. The idea of actually in-
vesting in the safety of Cana-
dians is not on their plan,”she
said.“We know that the Liberals
and the Conservatives have
continued to let corporate greed,
corporate landlords, [and] large
corporations profit from infra-
structure in Canada and housing
in Canada. An NDP government
would invest in Canadians,
ensuring that those corporate
profits that the Liberals and
the government send out of the
country—basically—would stay
with Canadians.”

When asked about Fraser’s
performance on the housing file,
Zarrillo said that the minister is
“missing Indigenous housing,”
and added that “the Liberals and

to end homelessness is going to

because of the Liberals and the
Conservatives who voted against
any funding for Indigenous hous-
ing,”Idlout said.“When will the
Liberals end their genocidal poli-
cies, stop breaking their promises,
and ensure Indigenous Peoples
have places to call home?”

In response, Liberal MP Jenica
Atwin (Fredericton, N.B.), the
parliamentary secretary to the
minister of Indigenous services,
argued that the Liberal govern-
ment is taking action to address
“the tremendous lack of safe,
affordable housing and housing
supports for Indigenous Peoples”
across Canada.

“Since 2016, we have taken
a different approach, working
closely with partners to deter-
mine the scope and scale of
housing needs on reserve. In our
efforts to help close the gap, we
have increased our funding for
on-reserve housing by over 1,100
per cent. We are supporting the
construction, renovation, and
retrofit of over 36,000 homes in
First Nations communities, and
are co-developing a 10-year hous-
ing and infrastructure strategy.
We will not stop,” Atwin told the
House.

jcnockaert@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Conservatives have never caught
up on Indigenous housing.”

Zarrillo referred to comments
made by NDP MP Lori Idlout
(Nunavut), who spoke in the
House on Sept. 20 about inade-
quate funding towards housing
for Indigenous Peoples.

Idlout told the House that—
according to the CEO of Ontario
Aboriginal Housing Services—
only 0.2 per cent of all funding

Indigenous Peoples.
“This means thousands will be
living out in the cold this winter

® Municipalities owned 61.7 per cent
($1,328.5-billion) of the total estimated
replacement value of core public
infrastructure in Canada. Of that amount,
more than two-thirds (68.1 per cent)
were in urban municipalities. Despite
accounting for 17.8 per cent of Canada’s
population, rural municipalities accounted
for almost one-third of the replacement
value of the core public infrastructure.

Public infrastructure
statistics

@ Roads made up most of the total
replacement value of core public
infrastructure in rural municipalities (57.9
per cent), while they accounted for 21.5
per cent in urban municipalities. The cost
to build new roads in rural municipalities
was estimated at an average of
$0.4-million per two-lane equivalent
kilometre, compared with $1.2-million in
urban municipalities.

@ At the end of 2020, core public
infrastructure in Canada—excluding
social and affordable housing—had a
total replacement value of $2.1-trillion.
Roads ($894.2-billion), and bridges and
tunnels ($244.7-billion) accounted for
more than half (52.9 per cent) of the total
estimated replacement value, while water
infrastructure ($771.8-billion) accounted
for more than one-third (35.8 per cent)

® Wastewater infrastructure had the largest
value of all infrastructure categories in
urban municipalities at $205.7-billion
(22.7 per cent of the total).

—Source: Canada’s Core Public Infrastructure Survey: Replacement values, 2020, released by Statistics Canada
on March 20, 2023

@ Calgary and Edmonton led the growth
in housing starts. This was driven by
strong interprovincial migration, better
affordability compared to other large
urban centres, and robust economic
conditions.

Housing statistics
from major cities

Arental
building is
pictured at
178 Nepean
St.in
Ottawa on
Aug. 6. The
Hill Times
photograph
by Andrew
Meade

@ Nearly half of the new apartments started
in 2024 were purpose-built rentals, the
highest share on record. This shift reflects
declining homeownership affordability,
and increased demand for rental options.

@ Housing starts in Canada'’s largest cities
have increased overall, but the growth
is uneven across regions. This disparity
is due to varying economic conditions,

@ In the first half of 2024, combined housing affordability, and local policies

starts in Canada’s six largest cities
(Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto,
Ottawa, and Montreal) increased by four
per cent, reaching 68,639 new units—the
second-highest level since 1990. However,
when adjusted for population size, these
numbers are only around the historical
average, and fall short of meeting
growing demographic demand.

® While construction activity has been
increasing in 2024, the overall supply is
not keeping up with demand, especially
in fast-growing urban centres. As
economic conditions and demographic
trends evolve, the housing market will
need ongoing adjustments to address
affordability and supply challenges.

—Source: Housing starts in major Canadian cities show mixed trends, released by the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation on Sept. 26, 2024




Housing-enabling
infrastructure: a key
piece to solving the
housing crisis puzzle

Resolving the housing-
supply crisis needs a
complementary abundance
of new civic infrastructure.

Opinion

hat does addressing Canada’s hous-
ing crisis look like? We know there
isn’t a “one-size-fits-all” solution.

While closing the 3.5-million-home
supply gap must remain a priority, it’s
far more complex than simply increasing
housing starts. The creation of new housing
is intertwined with other key factors such
as accessing skilled labour, modernizing
building codes, expediting permits, and
securing adequate capital.

If housing supply is going to rapidly
increase in the near term then housing-en-
abling infrastructure—meaning things
like water, wastewater, roads, transit, and
power distribution—will need to accelerate
in tandem and, crucially, above and beyond
what municipalities have been anticipat-
ing in their capital and operational plans.
However, it’s often overlooked despite its
crucial nature and large price tag.

Every new housing development,
whether urban or suburban, places
demands on infrastructure. While urban
densification projects like a new condo
tower or a fourplex can tap into existing
infrastructure, it can’t service an unlimited
number of people. Eventually, watermains
and roads will need to be expanded or
replaced, perhaps sooner than expected.

When it comes to new builds, current
estimates for the per-house cost of hous-
ing-enabling infrastructure range between
$100,000 and $130,000, highlighting that we
face not just a housing supply deficit, but
also an equally costly infrastructure deficit.

Even if municipalities approve building
permits faster, houses simply can’t be built
without the enabling infrastructure.

Housing,
Infrastructure,
and
Communities
Minister Sean
Fraser. Every
new housing
development,
whether urban
or suburban,
places
demands on
infrastructure,
writes Janice
Myers. The Hill
Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

The federal government recognized
the critical need for housing-enabling
infrastructure in its housing plan by an-
nouncing the Canada Housing Infrastruc-
ture Fund, which will provide $1-billion
directly to municipalities to support urgent
infrastructure needs, and $5-billion for
agreements with provinces and territories
for longer-term priorities. Some provinces
have also announced similar and comple-
mentary provincial programs.

Now, the challenge lies in implementation,
which will require unprecedented co-ordination
across all levels of government. Canada has a
strong history of intergovernmental collabora-
tion on major infrastructure projects like high-
ways, wastewater facilities, tunnels, and power
networks. But the magnitude of the housing
crisis demands even more robust efforts.

There’s a recent model for this type
of collaboration. When the federal gov-
ernment ambitiously set out to build a
new Canada-wide childcare program, it
launched the Federal Secretariat on Early
Learning and Child Care, which brought
together governments, experts, and stake-
holders to collaborate on designing and
implementing a new national program.
The secretariat helped to efficiently launch
what is now a national social program
worth more than $9-billion annually. A
similar approach could be key to tackling
the housing crisis.

Our national housing crisis is ultimately
a housing-supply crisis, yet its resolution
requires more than just increasing housing
supply. It needs a complementary abun-
dance of new civic infrastructure. Address-
ing both is a monumental task that will
require intense co-operation and co-ordi-
nation between all levels of governments.

Janice Myers is the CEO of the Canadi-
an Real Estate Association (CREA), with
more than two decades of experience in
the Canadian real estate sector. She brings
deep expertise and a successful track
record from executive leadership roles at
real estate associations nationwide. At
CREA, Myers champions housing policy
reforms, drives transparency across the
industry, and spearheads innovative solu-
tions, all aimed at building a more resilient,
accessible, and sustainable real estate
ecosystem for Canadians.
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Closing the
infrastructure gap
is about more than
just money

When we prioritize
infrastructure, we

are investing in the
communities in which we
live, and in the people who
call them home.

Opinion

lobally, closing the infrastructure

gap has been a focus of national and
international dialogues for decades. Most
recently, the federal government commit-
ted to closing the infrastructure gap for
First Nations in Canada by 2030. Howev-
er, in this Canadian context, discussions
on aging infrastructure and infrastruc-
ture investments have yielded debates
from all sides for as long as anyone can
remember.

Infrastructure investments have long
been touted as an engine of economic
stimulus. In the 1960s and 1970s, infra-
structure spending was at an all-time high
during a period of significant population
growth and equally strong economic
growth. Historically, large-scale infrastruc-
ture investments have occurred following
disaster-related events, as well as during
important economic events in Canadian
history. Investments in infrastructure can
be seen during economic pinch-points like
the 2008 recession, or most recently the
COVID-19 pandemic; but they can also be
seen during times of economic prosperity,
with investments in infrastructure histori-
cally increasing in parallel to increasing oil
revenues.

A 2013 report from the Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives showed that
public investment in infrastructure peak-
ed in the late 1950s at three per cent of
the GDP, and has steadily decreased until
the mid-2000s. In that same time, infra-
structure asset shares have shifted from
predominantly federally owned assets, to
majority municipality-owned assets. This
shift is significant in the context of who
shares the ultimate burden, with munici-
palities with small revenue bases bearing
the brunt of the load when it comes to
infrastructure spending. This has result-
ed in a significant infrastructure gap in
many Canadian municipalities, with the
rural and remote communities facing
markedly higher impacts ranging from
dilapidated and inadequate infrastruc-
ture, to the absence of critical infrastruc-
ture entirely.

We know that investments in infra-
structure are essential. For every dollar
that is invested into resilient infrastruc-

ture, it is estimated that an average of
$3-$5 is saved on post-disaster recon-
struction. Investments in infrastructure
benefit the larger GDP, and serve to
stimulate the economy. This relation-
ship has been attributed to Keynesian
economics, whereby when a recession
occurs, the economy becomes stuck in
a self-sustaining cycle marked by high
unemployment and a stagnant GDP.
According to Keynesian theory, one
alternative is to overcome a lack of pri-
vate-sector demand through public-sec-
tor deficit spending to help “stimulate”
the economy. This deficit spending has
typically been applied to outputs like
building infrastructure.

The return on the dollar is often
higher in areas that have been histori-
cally excluded from investment. Indige-
nous communities in Canada are dis-
proportionately affected by inadequate
and obsolete infrastructure as a result
of chronic underfunding. The federal
government’s commitment to close the
infrastructure gap by 2030 is a direct
response to decades-long advocacy from
First Nations across Canada demanding
increased investments in infrastructure
that has exacerbated the health and eco-
nomic gap that exist between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada.
These investments in infrastructure are
more than just dollars and cents; for
every dollar invested in infrastructure
in Indigenous communities, there’s an
estimated 17 per cent increase in em-
ployment levels, productivity, and earned
wages. These benefits are not just seen
within Indigenous communities, but also
have very real and positive impacts on
the larger Canadian economy.

What is most important to note is that
whereas our approach to infrastructure
investments has been largely reactive,

a proactive response requires an under-
standing that this funding is critical to
sustainable and resilient community de-
velopment, and the broader health and
well-being of citizens. A return to sus-
tained and increased federal infrastruc-
ture spending is necessary to building

a strong and resilient economy. These
decisions must be supported by provin-
cial and municipal governments, and
must prioritize Indigenous communities
in order to adequately address the issues
of funding inequality that have exacer-
bated the infrastructure gap in Indige-
nous communities in Canada. When we
prioritize infrastructure, we are invest-
ing in the communities in which we live,
and in the people who call them home.
It’s about much more than just money.

Kerry Black, PhD, PEng., is an assistant
professor and Canada Research Chair in
the department of civil engineering at the
University of Calgary’s Schulich School of
Engineering. Her work focuses on sus-
tainable infrastructure and community
development.
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Are federal government measures
supporting infrastructure sufficient?

While targeted
efforts exist, federal
investments are
often short term and
insufficient.

Ranjan Datta &
Margot Hurlber

(e

he Investing in Canada

Plan—launched in 2016—
allocated more than $154-bil-
lion to infrastructure projects,
focusing on public transit, green
energy, roads, and rural devel-
opment. While the plan aims
to modernize Canada’s infra-
structure and address deficits in
transportation, environmental
sustainability, and water sys-
tems, significant gaps persist,
particularly in Indigenous com-
munities across Western Canada
and the Arctic.

Slow fund allocation and
project delays have caused
frustration for municipalities and
Indigenous nations, with bureau-
cratic hurdles stalling essen-
tial projects. As a result, many
Indigenous communities face
outdated infrastructure, poor
road conditions, limited public
transit, and unreliable clean-wa-
ter access. Rural and remote
areas—especially Indigenous
communities—remain under-
served with inadequate housing,
deteriorating infrastructure, and
limited broadband services. The
disparity between urban and
rural investments exacerbates
regional inequalities and stifles
economic growth.

While targeted efforts exist,
federal investments are often
short term and insufficient. To
fully achieve the plan’s goals, the
government must accelerate proj-
ect delivery, prioritize Indigenous
infrastructure, and ensure long-
term, sustainable investments.

Opinion

Climate change and
extreme weather risks to

Canadian infrastructure

Climate change and extreme
weather events pose significant
risks to Canada’s infrastruc-
ture, threatening the reliability,
safety, and longevity of key
systems like transportation net-
works, energy grids, and water
systems. As floods, wildfires,
hurricanes, and extreme heat
or cold become more frequent
and intense—occurring often in
succession and/or close geo-
graphical proximity—much of
Canada’s aging infrastructure is
unprepared for these challenges.

Much of Canada’s aging infrastructure is unprepared for more frequent challenges like floods, wildfires, hurricanes, and
extreme heat or cold, write Ranjan Datta and Margot Hurlbert. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

Flooding is a growing concern,
especially in cities with outdat-
ed stormwater or wastewater
management systems where
homes, businesses, and public
infrastructure face increased
flood damage. Indigenous com-
munities in Western Canada and
the Arctic are particularly vul-
nerable, as rising sea levels and
permafrost degradation threaten
coastal infrastructure, tradition-
al food sources, and transpor-
tation. Wildfires also jeopardize
energy infrastructure, partic-
ularly in remote areas where
response times are slower.
Addressing these risks
requires a community-led,
multi-faceted approach. Resilient
infrastructure design—such as
improved stormwater manage-
ment and reinforced roads—must
be prioritized, along with pro-
tecting natural infrastructure like
wetlands. The federal government
must invest in retrofitting existing
infrastructure and implementing
climate adaptation strategies to
ensure long-term resilience.

Challenges to
telecommunications
resiliency and the federal

government’s role

Canada’s telecommunications
infrastructure, though advanced,
faces significant challenges in
terms of resiliency, particularly
in rural Indigenous communities.
Climate change and the growing
reliance on digital services—such
as remote work and telemedicine,
or internet-delivered post-second-
ary or secondary education—em-
phasize the need for reliable net-
works. Rural areas are especially
vulnerable, relying on fewer and
more isolated telecommunica-
tions hubs, leading to slower
recovery and extended outages
during disasters.

A major issue is the digital
divide between urban and rural
regions. While urban centres
enjoy high-speed internet, many
rural and Indigenous commu-
nities lack reliable broadband,
affecting both daily communi-
cation and emergency response.

To address these challenges, the
federal government should invest
in climate-resilient telecommuni-
cations infrastructure by funding
stronger cell towers, expanding
fibre-optic networks, and encour-
aging private-sector investment
through tax breaks and partner-
ships to extend broadband and
5G services.

Addressing Indigenous

infrastructure problems

Indigenous communities in
Canada face ongoing infrastruc-
ture challenges including inad-
equate roads, poor wastewater
systems, and inconsistent access
to clean drinking water. Despite
federal commitments and tar-
geted funding, many Indigenous
communities still experience
infrastructure below national
standards. A critical issue is the
lack of access to clean drinking
water. As of 2021, long-term
boil-water advisories persisted in
numerous Indigenous communi-
ties, some lasting more than two
decades. This highlights a human

rights concern, and underscores
the historical neglect of Indige-
nous infrastructure needs.

To address these challenges,
the federal government must
prioritize long-term, sustainable
investments, and community-led
Indigenous infrastructure. This
includes funding for immediate
repairs, self-governance, ca-
pacity-building for managing
systems, and ensuring Indige-
nous involvement in planning
and implementation. Solutions
must be culturally appropriate
and community-driven. The ded-
icated infrastructure funds for
Indigenous communities—free
from bureaucratic delays and
restrictive conditions—are nec-
essary to address urgent needs
such as clean drinking water and
adequate housing swiftly and
effectively.

Evaluating Canada’s

housing plan

Launched in April 2023,
Canada’s Housing Plan aims
to tackle the housing crisis by
increasing affordable housing
supply and promoting home-
ownership. While the plan is
a positive step, many argue it
falls short of addressing core
issues like housing affordability,
speculation, and the shortage
of social housing. Further, will
housing be built to achieve Can-
ada’s net-zero carbon emission
targets, and be resilient to future
climate change? What ensures
the housing will not be built in
future flood zones? Without these
measures, might housing be even
more costly in the future?

A key limitation is its focus
on homeownership, which may
not be feasible for low-income
Canadians. Rising home prices
and high interest rates mean
that—even with government
incentives—many are still priced
out of the market. Additionally,
the plan does not adequately pri-
oritize social and affordable rent-
al housing, critically needed by
those who cannot afford to buy.
The plan’s success will ultimately
depend on addressing affordabil-
ity and ensuring accessibility for
vulnerable populations.

Dr. Ranjan Datta is a Can-
ada Research Chair (Tier 2) in
Community Disaster Research
in the department of humanities
at Mount Royal University. His
research focuses on decolonial
and anti-racist perspectives
on climate change and disas-
ter. Prof. Margot Hurlbert is a
professor and Canada Research
Chair (Tier 1) Climate Change,
Energy, and Sustainability Policy
of the Johnson Shoyama Gradu-
ate School of Public Policy, Uni-
versity of Regina. She explores
the gap between what is needed
to address climate change and
current policy and behaviour.
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Now is the time for Canada
to assume its infrastructure
responsibilities to First Nations

The original

peoples of this

land deserve the
dignity of accessing
infrastructure that
they can count on, all
the time.

Opinion

11 water use restrictions have

now been lifted in the City
of Calgary, ending 109 days of
frustration for its residents. In
contrast, another Alberta com-
munity south of Edmonton has
just revived a 10-year-old lawsuit
against the federal government
to finally provide them with a
functional treatment system. For
now, the residents of Ermineskin
Cree Nation continue to rely on
bottled water for all their needs,
including for bathing.

Canada is known for excellent
infrastructure. Big spaces are no
match for our roads, which are
everywhere. The major tem-
perature swings at the end of

spring don’t keep us from filling
our swimming pools when we
want to. Our world-class public
education system attracts and
inspires scholars from around the
world. Canada’s provinces are the
driving force behind our excellent
infrastructure, so cheers to them.
But you know who is failing at
providing dependable infrastruc-
ture for Canada’s most vulnerable
population? The federal govern-
ment. For historical reasons, it
literally owns the responsibility
for everything on First Nations
reserves south of the 60t parallel.
And that includes water treat-
ment and emergency response.

Indigenous
Services
Minister
Patty
Hajdu’s First
Nations
Clean Water
Act is still
being

| debated in
committee,
nearly 300
days after its
first reading
in the House
of Commons.
The Hill
Times
photograph
by Andrew
Meade

The inadequate state of safe
drinking water on many First Na-
tions reserves is a long-standing
national shame, and Ermineskin
is no exception. Even when water
produced on reserve is declared
safe by the federal government,
children are often not afforded
the dignity of being able to use it
comfortably.

A mother in Shoal Lake 40 First
Nation whose son had a recurring
rash kept taking him to the doctor.
“When I finally told him that we do
not have treated water in the com-
munity, he said, "‘Well, there’s your
problem.”Her son occasionally asks
her if they can rent a hotel room off

the reserve so he can take a proper
bath.

It took a lawsuit to persuade
Parliament in 2021 to propose
new legislation: Bill C-61, First
Nations Clean Water Act. The
bill is still being debated in
committee, nearly 300 days after
its first reading in the House of
Commons.

Before anyone calls for pa-
tience, remember that failings
exposed by the Walkerton drink-
ing water crisis in 2000—when
bacterial contamination led to
the deaths of seven people, and
caused illness in more than 2,300
individuals—were addressed
with reassuring expediency. First
Nations leaders have clearly
expressed what needs to be done
to correct Bill C-61, including
underscoring the fact that First
Nation peoples have a human
right to safe drinking water
consistent with a 2010 United
Nations resolution.

The auditor general’s recent
report on emergency manage-
ment in First Nations found
that Canada invested more than
$825-million over four years for
the communities affected,
responding to 598 emergen-
cies, and requiring 207 separate
evacuations. To put that number
in perspective, Alberta recently
announced that it would provide
$149-million to Jasper to help the
municipality with infrastructure
recovery after July’s wildfire.

Unsurprisingly, the auditor
general’s report also found that
$825-million wasn’t remotely
enough, especially since most
of it was spent reacting to the
disasters, rather than prevent-
ing them. Even though the First
Nations affected had identified
many projects that would have
helped do just that, and every $1
invested in preparing for damage
saves $6 in emergency response
and recovery costs.

What most Canadians don’t
understand is that these commu-
nities are not legally permitted to
address these issues themselves.
The reserves—on which nearly
half a million First Nations people
live—were created under the dis-
credited Indian Act, and remain
classified as federal land. First
Nations are not able to expand
the size of reserves, and many of
them were forcibly moved from
their original territory by the gov-
ernment, often to land that—as
predicted—turned out to be more
vulnerable to flooding and other
emergencies.

Critics may argue that Ca-
nadian taxpayers have spent
enough on First Nations’tiny
communities already, that they
should move to towns or cit-
ies with all the clean drinking
water they could want. But these
places are their homes, with
their community, and like other
Canadians living in rural areas,
they have the right to pursue
their livelihoods and happiness.
The original peoples of this land
deserve the dignity of access-
ing infrastructure that they can
count on, all the time. Canada
can and must do better.

Tyler Elizabeth Ball, PEng., is
a member of ’Ordre des in-
génieurs du Québec with 20 years’
experience designing and man-
aging the construction of water
treatment systems across North
America.
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Improving practices and updating
standards will take us a long way
towards preparing for climate change

Continued from page 18

even though they are referenced
precisely on engineering draw-
ings. For example, new sewer
pipes must not leak more than a
specified amount. The only means
of ensuring that this standard is
met is to check actual leakage
against a specified allowable.
However, very few municipalities
are doing this. This is resulting in
pipes leaking unacceptably for
their lifetime.

Building code standards are
significantly out of date when
it comes to storm and sanitary
sewage pipes, and other items
related to flood and backup risk.
For example, the codes were
originally written when metal or
concrete pipes were the norm,

and they have not been updated
to reflect the requirements of the
now more-commonly used PVC
pipe, which behaves substantially
differently than more rigid pipe.
The National Building Code
(NBC) also neglects to consid-
er menstruators’ unique needs
in public toilet stalls, failing to
specify even a trash can, much
less a sink, counter, and paper
towel in some stalls. This results
in millions of tonnes of menstrual
products, and other deleteri-
ous materials—like “flushable”
wipes—ending up in our sewer
systems, at our wastewater treat-
ment plants whence they need
to be removed and trucked to
landfill sites, and in our water-
ways and natural environment
during overflow events, which are

bound to increase with climate
change. One simple change to the
NBC—Kknown as a code change
request—requiring a sink, count-
er, paper towel, and trash can in
30 per cent of women’s stalls has
been proposed. Liberal MP Bard-
ish Chagger—supported by Green
MP Mike Morrice—is taking a
petition to the floor of the House
of Commons soon to bring atten-
tion to this simple, but profoundly
effective, change.

For existing sewer systems,
municipalities are not doing
enough to reduce existing I/I,
which will be less once we en-
force leakage standards in new
sewer construction. Specifical-
ly, municipalities have ignored
leakage on the private side where
50 per cent of the length of our

sewer systems exist, even though
experts across North America
conclude that’s where 60-70 per
cent of the leakage occurs. Down-
spouts illegally connected to the
sanitary sewer are a prime exam-
ple of private-side I/I that must be
tackled by municipalities.

There is a very substantive
role for the federal government
here. For the national codes,
extensive research has been
published on gaps that represent
risk of flood, as well as solutions
to these gaps.The current code
change request is a start, but
there is much more to do.

As for municipalities, it should
be obvious by now that property
taxes and user fees generate insuf-
ficient dollars to fund major infra-
structure projects. Our infrastruc-

ture is aging apace. A stable source
of funding from the federal and
perhaps provincial governments
must be established so that munic-
ipalities can plan ongoing renewal
and replacement programs.

The criteria for this funding
must be modernized to ensure
that municipalities are following
best practices to reduce I/I before
they are allocated additional
resources for expansion. These
criteria must include require-
ments for ongoing, monitored,
and reported programs, such as:

e Mandatory enforcement of
sewer-use bylaws;

¢ I/I reduction;

e Water loss reduction; and

¢ Ongoing public education
campaigns.

We need to take bold action
to get ahead of climate change,
and the opportunities are right in
front of us.

Barbara Robinson is the
president and founder of Norton
Engineering, a national engineer-
ing company focusing on making
sewers better across Canada,
by working with all levels of
government.
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Pet-friendly
housing
options
should be
considered a
necessity, not
a luxury, as
companion
animals are
critical to the
well-being of
many
Canadians,
write
Dalhousie
University
academics.
Pexels
photograph by
Anastasia
Shuraeva
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Shifting the focus from
structural 1ssues to
immigration will not fix
Canada’s housing

Centring immigration
neglects the growing
effects of climate
change, and the
often-overlooked
struggles of people
with companion
animals.

Haorui Wu, Parth
Bansal, Siyu Ru &
Szymon Parzniewski

Opinion

he housing crisis across Cana-

da is one of the most press-
ing social issues in the country
today, with skyrocketing prices
and a lack of affordable housing
causing widespread distress.
Some policymakers claim that
the reduction of immigration
could lessen the problem, arguing
that fewer newcomers will ease

pressure on the housing market.
However, this belief misses the
mark as it fails to address the root
causes of the crisis, and overlooks
key social and non-structural
factors that are driving housing
inequality. Moreover, it neglects
the growing effects of climate
change, and the often-overlooked
struggles of people with compan-
ion animals.

The real issue: housing
supply and social
inequality, not
Immigration

Canada’s housing shortage is
not primarily driven by immigra-
tion. Actually, the real issue is
the lack of housing supply, and
the growing social inequality
within the housing market. For
decades, housing policies have
prioritized the construction of
high-end, luxury developments
over affordable homes. This trend,
coupled with restrictive zoning
laws and bureaucratic delays, has
created a scarcity of affordable
and mid-range housing options.
Meanwhile, speculative invest-
ment in real estate—particularly

by corporate landlords—has
driven prices even higher, making
homeownership and stable rent-
als increasingly out of reach for
many Canadians.

Companion animal
guardians: a neglected

group

Amid this housing crisis, a
particularly vulnerable group
has been overlooked: people with
companion animals. For many,
companion animals are consid-
ered family members, and they
rely on their animals for emo-
tional and psychological support.
While Ontario’s Residential Ten-
ancy Act disallows no-pet clauses
in rental agreements, similar
protections are absent in most
other provinces and territories.
Companion-animal guardians
are increasingly squeezed out of
housing options due to restrictive
landlord policies or costly pet-re-
lated fees.

These policies place an addi-
tional burden on people—espe-
cially immigrants—already strug-
gling to find affordable housing.
In some cases, individuals are

® ®
forced to choose between giving
up their pets or living in unstable
or substandard conditions. The
emotional toll of this choice is
profound, yet the new Canada
Housing Plan fails to address
this aspect of housing inequali-
ty. Pet-friendly housing options
should be considered a necessity,
not a luxury, as companion ani-

mals are critical to the well-being
of many Canadians.

Climate change and
climate-induced
disasters: a growing

impact on housing

The worsening effects of
climate change must also be
considered when addressing
Canada’s housing crisis. Extreme
weather events such as wildfires,
floods, and hurricanes are be-
coming more frequent, destroying
homes and increasing insurance
costs, particularly in provinces
like British Columbia and Nova
Scotia. These climate-related risks
make housing more precarious
and drive up costs in regions
previously considered affordable
or safe.

In addition, climate change is
fuelling internal migration within
Canada as people move from
climate-vulnerable areas to cities
and regions perceived to be safer.
This further increases demand
in already-overburdened urban
housing markets, exacerbating
affordability issues.

Investing in climate-resilient
infrastructure—such as flood-
proof housing and wildfire-resis-
tant communities—should be a
key priority in any national hous-
ing strategy. Failing to properly
account for climate risks in hous-
ing policy will only perpetuate the
cycle of housing loss and rising
costs in the face of disasters.

A holistic approach is

needed

The Canada Housing Plan is a
vital step to implement stronger
tenant protections, and increase
the supply of affordable housing.
Actually, Canada’s housing crisis
cannot be solved by blaming oth-
er issues such as immigration—it
requires a holistic approach that
addresses the true drivers of
housing inequality, and a rethink-
ing of how housing policy impacts
vulnerable groups. The core of
the problem remains as Canada’s
housing crisis is rooted in a num-
ber of combined socio-economic
factors: inequality, housing pre-
carity, and the increasing impacts
of climate change.

The recently proposed cutting
of immigration is not only a dis-
traction from these issues, but it
also ignores the contribution that
newcomers make to the economy
and housing sector. Instead, the
solution lies in addressing the
non-structural and social factors
that are driving the crisis. What
needs to be dwelt on is ensuring
that policies are inclusive of all
Canadians—including those with
companion animals, and those
at risk of displacement due to
climate change.

Dr. Haorui Wu is Canada
Research Chair in Resilience
(Climate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Reduction), and an
associate professor in the School
of Social Work at Dalhousie Uni-
versity. His innovative socio-eco-
logical protection strategies
aim to stimulate the transdisci-
plinary application of engineer-
ing, social, cultural, ecological,
economic, and political dimen-
sions into the empowerment of
grassroots-led community de-
velopment initiatives. Dr. Parth
Bansal is a postdoctoral fellow
at the School of Social Work.

His research focuses on housing
sustainability, through the lens
of social and energy justice. Dr.
Siyu Ru is a postdoctoral fellow
at the School of Social Work.
Her research focuses focus is on
human-animal studies, specifi-
cally disasters’impacts on both
human and animal well-being, as
well as promoting human-animal
welfare to strengthen individual
and community resilience. Dr.
Szymon Parzniewski is a post-
doctoral fellow at the School of
Social Work. His research focuses
on drawing from the intersec-
tions between migration (diver-
sity), and disaster (resilience)
research fields.
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Canadian universities are not currently eligible for several key federal programs that could help address
urgent infrastructure needs, writes Gabriel Miller. The Hill Times photograph by Andrew Meade

Many schools are now
facing a significant backlog
of urgent repairs, which
affects the quality of
education they can offer.

Gabriel
Miller

Opinion

‘ x 7ith more than 1.3 million students

enrolled in Canadian universities
across the country, these institutions are
shaping the next generation of innovators,
researchers, and leaders.

To ensure these students thrive and
make the groundbreaking discoveries that
benefit all Canadians, they need access to
modern, high-quality facilities. Yet, rising
building costs, aging infrastructure, and
inadequate funding tools are putting this
critical mission at risk.

Beyond their primary function of pro-
viding education and training, universities
serve broader societal needs. From acting
as gathering spaces for communities to
providing emergency shelter and support-
ing public health initiatives, universities
play a key role in the well-being of all Ca-
nadians. When wildfires ravaged commu-
nities in 2016, 2017, and 2021, universities
opened their doors to support their local
communities. The University of Alberta
helped house displaced residents, and pro-
vided mental health support through its
faculty and students, while the University
of Northern British Columbia and Thomp-

son Rivers University provided emergen-
cy shelter for evacuees during wildfires.
Thompson Rivers University—home to the
Institute for Wildfire Science, Adaptation
and Resiliency—is the only Canadian
university with two research chairs dedi-
cated to wildfire science, leading studies
on climate change, human health, Indig-
enous cultural burning, social impacts,
species at risk, and artificial intelligence
applications.

In the face of mounting challenges like
climate change, health crises, and eco-
nomic uncertainty, university campuses
also provide the infrastructure needed to
tackle these issues through research and
community programs.

Unfortunately, Canadian universities
are struggling with outdated facilities,
and the costs of maintaining and modern-
izing them are rising. Many universities
are now facing a significant backlog of
urgent repairs, which affects the quality of
education they can offer. In the past, these
institutions have relied on a patchwork of
funding tools, often insufficient to cover
the cost of essential upgrades. Without the
necessary resources, it becomes harder
for universities to stay competitive on the
global stage, and meet the needs of both
students and the broader community.

One solution to this problem is for the
federal government to broaden access to
infrastructure funding. Currently, Canadi-
an universities are not eligible for several
key federal programs that could help ad-
dress these urgent needs. For example, the
Green and Inclusive Community Buildings
Program—which supports energy-efficient
and accessible retrofits for community
infrastructure—excludes universities. Ex-
panding eligibility for programs like this
would be a game-changer. Excluding uni-
versities, which fuel some of the world’s
most groundbreaking discoveries, from
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Without the necessary resources, 1t
becomes harder for universities to
stay competitive on the global stage

key funding initiatives that support criti-
cal infrastructure is a missed opportunity.

Allowing universities to apply for fed-
eral funding dedicated to energy efficien-
cy and infrastructure renewal would help
address the growing backlog of mainte-
nance and repairs while simultaneously
reducing energy costs and greenhouse gas
emissions. This would not only improve
educational facilities but also contribute
to Canada’s climate goals and environ-
mental sustainability.

In addition to the immediate environ-
mental benefits, modernized, energy-ef-
ficient university infrastructure would
provide long-term economic advantages.
Improved facilities attract local business-
es and foster partnerships that lead to
innovation. These partnerships—in turn—
generate new industries, create jobs, and
position Canada as a leader in key sectors
like technology, health care, and clean
energy. Investing in university infrastruc-
ture is not just an expense, but it’s also an
investment in Canada’s future prosperity.

G

Join us for the
CSA Policy Pathways
Conference

A collaborative approach between all
levels of government and universities is
key to addressing this issue. By including
universities in programs for infrastructure
and energy efficiency, governments can
empower institutions to continue provid-
ing high-quality education while driving
economic growth. This would help alleviate
the financial burden on universities and
allow them to focus on what they do best:
training students, conducting cutting-edge
research, and serving as vibrant communi-
ty hubs.

It is time for the federal government to
recognize the critical role universities play,
and make them eligible for federal infra-
structure and energy efficiency funding.

Gabriel Miller is the president and CEO
of Universities Canada. He is an experi-
enced not-for-profit leader who has built
an extensive track record in member rela-
tions, advocacy, stakeholder engagement,
and public policy development over his
22-year career.
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A new age for Canada-Saudi
relations? Human rights concerns
passed over for economic links

A former Canadian
envoy praises
Ottawa’s new
approach to Saudi
Arabia, as the NDP
says Riyadh has
bought Canada’s
silence on its human
rights record.

Continued from page 1

Development Minister Ahmed
Hussen (York South-Weston,
Ont.) and Innovation Minister
Francois-Philippe Champagne
(Saint-Maurice-Champlain, Que.).

The visit came six years to
the day after United States-
based dissident journalist Jamal
Khashoggi was assassinated by
Saudi operatives in the country’s
consulate in Istanbul, Turkey. That
killing led to a period of ostra-
cization for Saudi Arabia on the
international stage, highlighted
by now-U.S. President Joe Biden
calling the Middle Eastern nation
a“pariah”for its human rights
abuses during a 2019 Democratic
presidential debate.

During an interview with The
Hill Times at Saudi Arabia’s em-
bassy on Sussex Drive, Alkhor-
ayef said his trip is “very symbol-
ic”as one of the first high-level
visits following the restoration in
relations.

He praised the return to op-
erations of the Saudi-Canadian
Business Council after a five-year
hiatus, as well as the opening
of an office of the Federation of
Saudi Chambers in Toronto.

He said those two announce-
ments show the Saudi govern-
ment’s commitment to its rela-
tionship with Canada, adding that
there has been “genuine interest”
on both sides to develop the rela-
tionship “in all aspects.”

“We need to work harder on
understanding each other and
respecting each other,” he said.
“This is something that I feel is
happening, which is a good sign,
and it will definitely reduce the
risks of any events happening in
the future.”

Alkhorayef said Saudi Arabia
respects the agenda and views of
other governments.

“We don’t mind people to criti-
cize us—it’s only natural,” he said.
“But we need people to do it with
the right intention, and also the
right effort to understand what
the real situation is.”

Canada’s criticism of Saudi
Arabia’s detention of Samar Bad-
awi, the sister of Saudi dissident
blogger Raif Badawi, in the form
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Saudi Industry and Mineral Resources Minister Bandar Alkhorayef speaks to
The Hill Times during an Oct. 2 interview at the Saudi Embassy. The Hill Times

photograph by Andrew Meade

of a tweet from Global Affairs
Canada and then-Foreign Affairs
minister Chrystia Freeland (Uni-
versity—-Rosedale, Ont.) set off the
dispute six years ago. Soon after,
Riyadh expelled then-Canadian
ambassador to Saudi Arabia Den-
nis Horak, and recalled its envoy
from Ottawa.

But human rights were
seemingly not top of mind during
Alkhorayef’s Canadian visit as
meetings were held on areas for
co-operation in mining.

Spokespeople for Champagne
and Hussen didn’t respond before
publication deadline as to wheth-
er concerns over Saudi Arabia’s
human rights records were raised

in their meetings with Alkhorayef.

In a post on X, Hussen wrote
that “building the green economy
of the future offers new opportu-
nities for growing ties between
Canada and Saudi Arabia.”

He added that during his meet-
ing with Alkhorayef, the two min-
isters discussed critical mineral
innovation in both countries.

Alkhorayef said he encourages
those who question his country’s
human rights record to travel to
Saudi Arabia.

“Come to Saudi Arabia and
make up your own opinion,”he
said.“Today, it’s an open world.
It’s not very smart to take other
people’s opinion.You need to go
to see it for yourself.”

One goal of the country’s
Vision 2030 development pro-
gram is to address human rights
concerns, but its progress has
been questioned as the European
Saudi Organisation for Human
Rights found in a July report that
executions increased by 42 per
cent in the first half of 2024, com-

pared to the same period in 2023,
amounting to one person killed
every other day.

Canada-Saudi ties
‘building up better’ than
before rift, says former

envoy

Horak told The Hill Times that
Canada’s relationship with Saudi
Arabia is “building up better”
compared to the time before ties
were severed in 2018.

He said the decision has not
only been made to build the
relationship up to its state before
the spat, but also to deepen it
compared to what it was like in
the years leading to the dispute.

“They decided to engage
them,” said Horak, noting the visit
of Foreign Affairs Minister Méla-
nie Joly (Ahuntsic-Cartierville,
Que.) to Riyadh last March.

He called Joly’s visit a “step
up”in ties as during his three
years in Riyadh, there was never
a bilateral visit of a foreign
minister.

“It’s not only appropriate, it’s
about time,” he said, remarking
that the added engagement on
economic co-operation shows that
Canada is aiming for a“broader”
and “fuller” relationship with Sau-
di Arabia compared to his time as
envoy.

Horak noted that a change in
the Canadian government’s ap-
proach could be an appreciation
of the internal shifts occurring in
Saudi Arabia.

“There have been positive
changes in Saudi Arabia—it’s
not perfect for sure—but it’s a
process that’s working,” he said.“I

think it’s a realization that Saudi
Arabia is too big of a player to
ignore.”

He said that includes both
economically and their stature in
a region that has become increas-
ingly important.

“They’re players in the region,
and that can’t be ignored any
longer,” he said.

Horak said Canada’s pivot to
a focus on the economic rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia is a
realization that it can“walk and
chew gum at the same time,”and
all engagement with Saudi Arabia
doesn’t have to be on human
rights.

“Just because you have an
economic relationship or a polit-
ical relationship with a country
doesn’t mean you can’t criticize
them,” he said.“In fact, you get a
much better hearing if you have
the relationship than if you stand
on the sidelines yelling, which
is what we basically did for the
three years I was there. It’s a
pointless exercise that is basically
aimed at Canadians and others
who don’t want anything to do
with Saudi Arabia.”

He said Canada has adopted
a“much more mature” approach
now than it had previously.

Mining sector ripe for
co-operation, says
Alkhorayef

As Saudi Arabia moves to
diversify its economy to com-
bat its reliance on oil exports,
Alkhorayef said Riyadh is looking
to Canada to co-operate in the
mining sector.

“Mining is relatively new for
Saudi Arabia, and we believe that
the model of mining in Canada is
a unique, successful one because
it was able to utilize and benefit
from the raw material and the
minerals, but it was done in a
very good way and a very respon-
sible way,” he said.

He said that Saudi Arabia is
also looking at Canada’s mod-
el for geographical survey and
exploration.

Saudi Arabia has indicated
its interest in investing in critical
mineral production in Canada,
which could trigger a national
security review following a regu-
latory change in 2022 that set out
approvals would only be granted
on an“exceptional basis.”

But Alkhorayef said he isn’t
concerned that Saudi investment
would be heavily affected by the
change.

“My understanding is that
there are very limited activities
that will be limiting for us,”he
said.“The kind of investment
we are looking for is to do with
complementing our needs in our
industrial sector.”

He remarked that another area
of opportunity for Canadian com-
panies in Saudi Arabia could be
in services involved in mining.

“This is really where the huge
opportunity comes,”he said.

‘Unacceptable’ for
Liberals to be silent on

Saudi rights record: NDP

A 2023 report from the House
Subcommittee on International
Human Rights highlighted con-
cerns over rights and freedoms
for women and girls in Saudi Ara-
bia, as well as Iran and Afghani-
stan. The report noted that Saudi
Arabia has enacted legislation
to target women’s rights, and
has responded harshly to wom-
en human rights defenders who
criticize the Saudi government,
including doling out a 34-year
prison sentence to Salma al-She-
hab for having a Twitter account
that retweeted Saudi dissidents.

In the government response
to the report, which was tabled
in April, Hussen highlighted that
the government considers the sit-
uation of women and girls’ rights
and freedoms in Saudi Arabia to
be “qualitatively different than
the situations in Afghanistan and
Iran.”

“In comparison, Saudi Arabia
is pursuing a wide range of re-
forms under its ambitious Vision
2030 which have improved wom-
en’s social, economic, and human
rights,”he wrote.

“We share avenues for mean-
ingful and mutually respectful
dialogue with Saudi Arabia on
these issues. With the restoration
of our bilateral relations, Canada
and Saudi Arabia now have the
benefit of a fulsome diplomatic
dialogue which can enable mean-
ingful exchanges between our
countries on such issues,” Hussen
added.

NDP MP Heather McPherson
(Edmonton Strathcona, Alta.),
her party’s foreign affairs critic,
criticized the Canadian govern-
ment’s rapprochement with Saudi
Arabia, and its silence on the
sixth anniversary of Khashoggi’s
death.

“In the six years since
Khashoggi’s murder, Canada has
only strengthened its diplomatic
and trade relationship with Saudi
Arabia,”she said in a statement to
The Hill Times.“Canadian-made
weapons have continued to flow
to Saudi Arabia despite Saudi
atrocities against civilians in
Yemen, despite serious human
rights violations against Saudi
civil society, and despite the
murders of hundreds of Ethiopian
refugees by Saudi forces.”

“This is unacceptable. It is im-
possible to reconcile the Liberal
government’s claims regarding
feminist foreign policy with its
increasing closeness to the Saudi
regime,”said McPherson, remark-
ing that Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau (Papineau, Que.) has
continued the policies of the pre-
vious Conservative government of
prioritizing trade and arms sales
to Saudi Arabia.

“Saudi Arabia has effectively
bought Canada’s silence,” she
added.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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What citizenship applications tell
us about policy implementation

Analysis of citizenship data
shows that operational
policy changes have a

real impact, making
naturalization either
harder or easier for new
Canadians.

Andrew
Griffith

Opinion

nalysis of citizenship applications

between 2005 and 2023 reveals the
impact of policy changes over that time
period.

In particular, this shows us how former
prime minister Stephen Harper’s Con-
servative government’s pledge to make citi-
zenship “harder to get and easier to lose”
resulted in significant delays and reduced
approval rates before political realities
resulted in mitigating those impacts.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal
government’s return to previous residency
and other requirements cemented a return
to historic approval rates and processing
times.

History of policy changes

This analysis looks at four timeframes
which are roughly aligned to census
periods:

2005-10: This period saw the introduc-
tion of the Discover Canada citizenship
study guide in 2009. It contained more
detailed content and more complex lan-
guage than previous citizenship guides.
Applicants were also required to take a
more rigorous knowledge test based upon

Figure 1: Processing time and refusal rates
In the wake of Harper government policy changes, approval times dropped and refusal rates rose in the

2011-15 window.

This table shows the percentage of applications processed in each of these timeframes.

Processing times: women

Processing times: men

Less than More than Not Less than More than Not
1to 2 years 1to 2 years
1 year 2 years accepted 1 year 2 years accepted
2005-10 53.9% 37.3% 4.2% 4.7% 47.2% 35.3% 4.6% 5.0%
42.4%
2016-20 80.5% 15.4% 1.7% 2.3% 73.4% 14.8% 1.8% 2.4%
2021-24 52.0% 35.5% 11.2% 1.3% 49.0% 34.2% 10.9% 1.6%

Source: Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada

the guide, and to complete more objective
language assessments. The policy intent
was in part to reduce the approval rate
from approximately 95 per cent to between
80 and 85 per cent, thereby making citizen-
ship “harder to get.”

2011-15: The impact of these 2009-10
operational policy changes was felt during
this period. Additional policy changes
were also made. In 2014, the Conservative
government passed Bill C-24, the Strength-
ening Canadian Citizenship Act.This
expanded the requirement for knowledge
testing and language assessment to those
between 14 and 64 years old, compared
to the previous range of 18 to 54 years of
age. In 2015, fees increased from $200 to
$630 per adult, or more than $1,400 for a
family of four. The fee increases may have
been aTreasury Board condition in order
to obtain funding to address a processing
backlog. Revocation provisions for “treason
and terror” were added.

2016-20: The Liberal government’s
election resulted in the required age
bracket for knowledge and language
assessment reverting to the former age

Figure 2: Averages approval times by
immigration category

The average number of years to receive an approval rose above
1.5 years for all immigration categories in the wake of Harper

government policy changes.

This table shows the average number of years to process
applications by immigration category.

2005-10 2011-15
Economic 14 Economic
Family 1.4 Family
Refugees ~ 1.5 Refugees
Other 1.4 Other
Total 1.4 Total

2016-20 2021-24
Economic 1.2 Economic = 1.5
Family 0.9 Family 1.5
Refugees 1.2 Refugees
Other 1.1 Other
Total 1.2 Total

Processing times of 1.5 years or less are green. Times greater than 1.5 years are red.
Source: Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada

range of 18 to 54 years. The Liberals

also removed the revocation provisions,
among other changes. The Liberal Party’s
2019 and 2021 election platforms commit-
ted to waiving citizenship fees, but this
change has not been implemented. Sim-
ilarly, successive immigration ministers

noted plans for a revision to Discover
Canada, but the current version remains
in effect.

2021-24:This period saw the citizen-
ship oath updated with a reference to

Continued on page 36
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‘They want to be everywhere
right now’: Conservatives go
big with ‘full suite’ of election-
ready social media ads

GT&Co’s Cole

Grit strategist Greg
MacEachern says the
Liberals may have
‘missed the boat’

on defining Pierre
Poilievre, allowing
the Conservatives

to succeed in a
messaging vacuuim.

Continued from page 1

spending by political parties on
Facebook and Instagram—the
federal Conservatives spent more
than $352,000 on online ads in
September across both the party’s
official accounts and those of
Conservative Leader Pierre Poil-
ievre (Carleton, Ont.), with nearly
half of that—$150,963—in the
final full week from Sept. 22-28.

On Sept. 29, the same day the
party unveiled its newest “Moun-
tain”ad campaign, the Conserva-
tives spent an additional $44,318
on Meta—which was more than
was spent in the entire first week
of the month—and an additional
$11,995 on Sept. 30.The Conser-
vatives’total advertising spending
for September was also just shy
of their entire summer outlay of
more than $367,000 from June 1
to Aug. 30.

In comparison, the official
accounts of the Liberal Party and
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
(Papineau, Que.) spent a com-
bined $30,227 on ads. This was
followed by the official pages of
the NDP and Leader Jagmeet

Singh (Burnaby South, B.C.),
which purchased a combined
$15,618 worth of ads. Comparing
their three-month summer totals,
Trudeau and the Liberals spent
$92,993 on ads, followed by the
NDP and Singh with $69,459.

Meta ad spending in September

Sept. 1-7 Sept. 8-14*
CPCHQ $11,803 $22,576
Pierre Poilievre $25,754 $24,644
Total $37,557 $47,220
LPCHQ $7,241 $8,069
Justin Trudeau $3,278 $3,479
Total $10,519 $11,548
NDP HQ $4,222 $4,075
Jagmeet Singh $222 $1,160
Total $4,444 $5,235

Sept. 15-21

$24,871
$31,631
$56,502
$2,282
$2,340
$4,622
$2,045
$118
$2,163

Sept. 22-28

$96,957
$54,006
$150,963
$1,145
$1,660
$2,805
$2,536
<$100
$2,536

Hogan says the
Conservatives
have become
‘just as much a
production
house as a
political party.’
Photograph
courtesy of Cole
Hogan

Loyalist Public
Affairs’ Dan
Mader says that
while it may be
too late for
Liberals to
dislodge
Poilievre as a
representative
of change, there
could still be
time to convince
Canadians he
represents a
bad change.
Photograph
courtesy of
Loyalist Public
Affairs

Conservative strategist Cole
Hogan said he has it on“good
authority”that the Tories’ ad
spending on Meta represents a
much larger advertising budget
that spends comparable amounts
on similar platforms, as well as

Sept. 29

$33,065
$11,253
$44,318
$261
$160
$421
$1,120
$0
$1,120

Sept. 30

$11,995
$4,211
$16,206
$255
$157
$412
$120
$0
$120

*Week leading up to Sept. 16 federal byelections in Elmwood-Transcona, Man., and LaSalle-Emard-Verdun, Que.

—Source: Meta Ad Library Report

Monthly
totals

$201,267
$151,499
$352,766
$19,253
$11,074
$30,327
$14,118
$1,500
$15,618

television, radio, YouTube, and
Spotify, and “possibly even gas
station terminals,” or anything
else with a screen and speakers.

“I'd imagine they’re on a full
suite of platforms because they
want to be everywhere right
now,”said Hogan, a principal at
GT&Co.

Hogan, who has worked on
digital ads for Ontario Premier
Doug Ford and former Alber-
ta premier Jason Kenney, said
that with all of the new people
available in the Conservatives’
committed voter base, the party
will need to go wherever there are
eyes and ears.

“I think you’ll be seeing ads
pop up in all sorts of places you
wouldn’t expect them so they can
try and reach those voters,” Ho-
gan said, explaining that during
his time working on Ford’s cam-
paign, they had placed advertise-
ments on Xbox Live, the gaming
platform’s online networking
service.

Former Conservative cam-
paign staffer Dan Mader, who led
the development of the party’s
2021 campaign platform and
oversaw policy and speechwriting
during the election, said the con-
tinued ad spending is an effective
tool for the Conservatives to keep
Canadians in an election mindset,
regardless of whether the govern-
ment falls in the near future or
next year.

“This is a sign to Canadians
that Conservatives are ready to
go for an election when these
confidence motions are tabled,
and that it’s not just for show,”
Mader said. He added that even
if the motions aren’t successful
and the government stands for
another year,“when you have an
effective ad, it’s worth spending
the money on.”

“Election or not,” Hogan said
he predicts the Conservatives will
maintain a similar level of spend-
ing and a steady stream of new
ads to match, as the Conserva-
tives under Poilievre have become
“just as much of a production
house”as it is a political party.

Alongside the more high-bud-
get ads—which Hogan noted
are all released with smaller,
bite-sized versions—the Conser-
vatives have hundreds of smaller,
less expensive ads that can be
pumped out quickly with still
images and simple voice-over
narration.

“Opposition is the mother of
all campaign innovation,” Hogan
said, noting that the Conserva-
tives are far more willing to try
new formats, styles, and mes-

sages, while the Liberal Party
seems scared to use any of their
resources on anything new.

Hogan said that while the Lib-
erals’ most effective messenger,
Trudeau, has been effectively neu-
tralized by bad polling, the party
has struggled to find an effective
narrative that both resonates with
Canadians and pushes back on
Poilievre.

“Anything they have tried has
been way too little, and way too
late,”Hogan said, noting that in
the past week, the Liberals had
seemingly dusted off the “hidden
agenda”attack line from the days
of then-prime minister Stephen
Harper.

“I think they’re trying to go
back to what’s worked for them
in the past, but they can’t run the
2015 campaign again in 2025,”
Hogan said.

Hogan said that while the
Liberals have a long way to go
to begin closing the message gap
between themselves and the Con-
servatives, if they have any hope
to do so, now is the time to start.

While the Liberals may be in
a“tough spot”between limited
resources and unfocused messag-
ing, their position will only get
tougher the longer they allow the
Conservatives to cement them-
selves as the party representing
change for more voters, Mader
said.

What the Liberals can do is try
and convince those Canadians
that Poilievre’s Conservatives
represent a bad change, but
with more and more Canadians
indicating they will vote Conser-
vative in the next election,“it may
already be too late,” he said.

For those Liberals anxious for
the party to unveil its own slate
of ads to begin defining Poilievre
or begin making the case for why
it deserves to continue govern-
ing, Trudeau hinted those will
happen “more organically, closer
to the actual day when people
choose.”

During an Oct. 1 appearance
on an episode of the UnCommons
podcast, hosted by Liberal MP
Nathaniel Erskine-Smith (Beach-
es-East York, Ont.), Trudeau
explained that while releasing a
multimillion-dollar ad campaign
to attack Poilievre to match the
Conservatives’ spending on his
re-introduction was an option,
“something didn’t feel true”
picking a fight when he should be
“fighting for Canadians.”

“If I'm going to drive someone
down in the polls a year or two
before an election, or even three
or four years before an election, is
that the best time to knock them
down and lift myself up?”

Former Liberal ministerial
staffer Greg MacEachern said the
problem with Trudeau continuing
to promise “the ads are coming”is
that“it starts to raise expectations
of what these ads are going to
look like, and what they’re going
to accomplish.”

MacEachern said that while he
doesn’t attribute all of the Conser-
vatives’ success and the Liberals’
lack thereof solely to advertising,
the former’s has undoubtedly
been far more effective “operating
in a vacuum.”

Continued on page 34



Embassy of Italy
Ottawa

THE EMBASSY OF ITALY IS RECRUITING TO
FILL TWO LOCALLY-ENGAGED, FULL-TIME,
PERMANENT, IN-PERSON POSITION:

Administrative/executive assistant. Candidates should
have good working knowledge of Italian and English,
both oral and written.

To participate in the selection process candidates must:

e Be at least 18 years old;

e Have proof of education equivalent or superior
to that specified in the job posting (see website
below);

e Have been resident in Canada for at least two
years.

Deadline: November 4, 2024.

Additional information is available on the Italian Embassy Website
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Attitudes on use 0
notwithstanding
clause have changed.
and Senate’s
approach should,
too: Senator Harder

‘We're sleepwalking
into normalizing

a significant
retrenchment of
entrenched rights,’
says PSG Senator
Peter Harder of
recent use of the
Charter of Rights’
Section 33.

Continued from page 1

ago,”he said, raising his concern
with the recent trend of pre-emp-
tive use of the clause by provin-
cial governments.

“[The clause] was never in-
tended to be pre-emptively used;
it was to be a safeguard, not an
instrument of clever political use,
which has sadly been the case at
the provincial level,”said Harder
in a recent interview with The Hill
Times.

Contained in Section 33, the
notwithstanding clause enables a
legislature to declare that an act
can go ahead notwithstanding
the fact it is seen to—or could be
seen to, in the case of pre-emp-
tive use before a court ruling—
contravene Section 2, or sections
7 through 15 of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, which
protect fundamental freedoms
(of religion, thought, peaceful
assembly etc.), and legal and
equality rights. Unless an ear-
lier date is specified, use of the
clause sunsets five years after it
comes into force, at which point
it can be re-enacted.

In his Senate speech, Harder
outlined the history of the con-
stitutional negotiations that took
place through the late 1970s into
the early 1980s, and how the in-
clusion of Section 33 was accept-
ed as a“political compromise” by
the federal government in order
to get the sign on of all provinces
with the exception of Quebec.

“The intent was that this clause
be used with utmost restraint,”

he said, noting previous expert
opinion held that using the clause
would be seen as an exceptional
measure to be accompanied by
political debate, and would carry
“political consequences.”

But previous expectations of
how it would be used, and how its
use would be perceived, no longer
seem to hold.“All polls suggest
that the Charter is a significant
point of identity for Canadians ...
and yet we see a chipping away at

Past uses of Section 33

In its first 23 years, the notwithstanding
clause was invoked 16 times in relation
to bills proposed or passed by provincial
legislatures between 1982 and 2017, the
last example being Quebec’s use of the
clause in 2005 in relation to an Act to
Amend Various Legislative Provisions of
a Confessional Nature in the Education
Field to circumvent Section 2(a) rights to
freedom of religion and conscience, and
Section 15 equality rights.

It was next used in 2018, and has since
been invoked eight times:

1. Saskatchewan, 2018: used in relation
to the proposed School Choice Protec-
tion Act to circumvent Section 2 and 15
rights. The act, which sought to protect
public funding for non-Catholic students
at Catholic schools in response to a
judicial ruling, received royal assent but
was never brought into force, and use
of Section 33 became unnecessary after
the original court ruling was appealed
and overturned.

2. Ontario, 2018: invoked in the proposed
Efficient Local Government Act to cir-
cumvent all applicable Charter sections
in order to reduce the size of Toronto
City Council in the midst of a munic-
ipal election. This bill was ultimately
dropped after the Court of Appeal
overturned a lower court decision that
the original Better Local Government Act
contravened the Charter, allowing the
municipal council changes to go ahead.

. Quebec, 2019: invoked in relation to an
Act Respecting the Laicity of the State,
also known as Bill 21, which prohibited
the wearing of religious symbols by
certain public employees, to circumvent
all applicable Charter sections.

4. New Brunswick, 2019: used in
relation to the proposed Act Respecting

w

it, without any acknowledgement
that the normalization of taking
away rights through the use of
the notwithstanding clause isn’t
as worrisome to the public as I
believe it should be,” Harder told
The Hill Times.

Harder’s motion calls for the
Senate to“express the view that
it should not adopt any bill that
contains a declaration pursuant
to Section 33 of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
commonly known as the ‘notwith-
standing clause.”

Proof of Immunization to circumvent all
applicable Charter sections. The act had
sought to require children in schools and
daycares to provide proof of vaccina-
tions, or a signed exemption. The clause
was later removed ahead of the bill's
defeat at third reading.

5. Ontario, 2021: invoked in the
Protecting Elections and Defending
Democracy Act to circumvent all
applicable Charter sections. The bill—
which among other things sought to
impose tighter spending limits on
third-party advertising— passed but
was struck down last year after the
Ontario Court of Appeal ruled it vio-
lated a Charter section on democratic
rights not subject to Section 33.

&

Quebec, 2022: used in relation to an
Act respecting French, the official and
common language of Québec, also
known as Bill 96, to circumvent all appli-
cable Charter sections. These amend-
ments to the Charter of the French
Language added new French-language
requirements related to government
services and businesses.

7. Ontario, 2022: invoked in relation to
the Keeping Students in Class Act to
circumvent Section 2, 7, and 15 rights.
The bill forced Canadian Union of Public
Employees education workers who
were on strike to return to work, and
imposed a new collective agreement. It
passed but was soon after repealed and
retroactively nullified.

8. Saskatchewan, 2023: used in relation
to The Education (Parents’ Bill of
Rights) Amendment Act, which requires
students under the age of 16 to get
parental consent to change the names
or pronouns they use at school, to cir-
cumvent Section 2, 7, and 15 rights.

Despite the specific wording
of the motion, Harder told The
Hill Times his main goal is to get
Senators talking and reflecting on
use of the clause,“because I think
we’re sleepwalking into normaliz-
ing a significant retrenchment of
entrenched rights.”

Harder said his motion was
prompted by recent comments
by federal Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre (Carleton, Ont.).
As touched on in Harder’s Sept.
24 Chamber address, Poilievre
hinted at his willingness to use
the clause “for other criminal law
purposes” after previously stating
he would use it to“overturn a
2022 Supreme Court ruling on
parole ineligibility”in a speech to
the Canadian Police Association
this past April.

“That’s the first time a federal
leader—Conservative, Liberal, or
Progressive Conservative, or NDP
for that matter—indicated that
they would be open to using the
notwithstanding clause federally.
Not been done in 42 years; and
I was surprised, frankly, that it
didn’t get more attention than
it did, and I thought my motion
might bring some attention to
that because I think it’s a sig-
nificant backward step in the
protection of our Charter rights,”
said Harder in an interview.

Since being appointed in 2016,
Harder has spoken and written
much about his view that the
Senate’s role is to be a comple-
mentary Chamber to the House of
Commons, in line with the Salis-
bury Convention, which holds
that the Upper Chamber should
not block the will of the elected
House when it comes to govern-
ment legislation.

Asked how that meshes with
his proposed motion, Harder said
those views are “one of the rea-
sons”he felt “compelled to make
this statement.”

“It could be assumed that I
would be less forceful than I'm
trying to be, and that’s why in my
speech I was trying to set down
some criteria that—if a govern-
ment followed—I might be more
sympathetic to the use of the
notwithstanding clause,” he said.
That “checklist of sorts,”as he de-

PSG Senator
Peter Harder
says he was
prompted to
table his motion
on use of the
notwithstanding
clause after
hearing
comments from
the federal
Conservative
leader this past
spring. The

Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

scribed it in his speech, includes
that its use not be pre-emptive,
that the bill be accompanied by a
Charter statement, that there be
public consultation and a “com-
prehensive committee process,”
and that time allocation not be
used to curtail debate.

B.C.’s Rustad latest to

raise possible clause use

In a podcast interview last
week, British Columbia Conser-
vative Leader John Rustad said,
if elected, his government would
consider use of the notwithstand-
ing clause if his party’s pitch to
enable people suffering severe
drug addiction to be put into
treatment involuntarily were to
come to fruition and be chal-
lenged in court.

Since its inception, the clause
has been proposed or invoked
more than 20 times at the pro-
vincial level—predominantly in
Quebec—and eight times since
2018 alone, but has yet to be used
federally.

The most recent example
arose last year in Saskatche-
wan when Premier Scott Moe’s
government used the clause
in enacting the Parents’ Bill of
Rights after a provincial court
ruling called for a pause on the
then-proposed changes to re-
quire all students under the age
of 16 to get parental consent to
change their names or pronouns
at school until completion of
a full judicial review of their
constitutionality.

Both Ontario and Quebec
invoked use of the clause in
2022. In Ontario, it was used in
the Ford government’s Keeping
Students in Class Act, which
sought to preemptively stop a
school union strike, but was
later repealed and nullified.
And in Quebec, the clause was
invoked in passing Bill 96, which
amended the Charter of the
French Language to further limit
use of English by adding new
French-language requirements
related to government services
and businesses.

Continued on page 34
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‘It’s going to destroy everything
we depend on’; visiting
Indigenous delegation seeks to

stop Canada-Ecuador trade talks

Opposition MPs

and Canadian civil
society group say the
Canadian government
should be ensuring
consultations with
Indigenous groups in
Ecuador occur.

Continued from page 1

Ramos, a member of Accién
Ecolégica (Ecological Action).

“We say a clear ‘no’to this
[free trade] agreement and ‘no’to
extractivism that is the cause of
very serious problems in terms
of violations of human rights, in
particular of Indigenous peo-
ples’rights to the lands and the
territories,”Yasacama told The
Hill Times through a translator on
Oct. 2.

“This agreement that the
Canadian government and the
Ecuadorian government want
to sign also is going to violate
the sovereignty of Ecuadorian
people,”she said.“There has been
no information. There is no trans-
parency. The negotiations are
completely opaque.”

During their visit to Ottawa,
the delegation met with Liberal
MPs Maninder Sidhu (Bramp-
ton East, Ont.) and Pam Damoff
(Oakville North-Burlington, Ont.),
parliamentary secretaries to the
international trade minister and
foreign affairs minister, respec-
tively; as well as Bloc Québécois
MP Simon-Pierre Savard-Trem-
blay (Saint-Hyacinthe-Bagot,
Que.) and NDP MP Richard
Cannings (South Okanagan-West
Kootenay, B.C.). The group also
met with Jacqueline O’Neill,
Canada’s ambassador for women,
peace, and security.

Yasacama said the delega-
tion’s message is that the trade
agreement should be rejected.

“The Canadian government
[should] stop these negotiations
and leave us in peace,” she said.
“These negotiations are ampli-
fying and increasing the viola-
tions of rights in Ecuador. With
this free trade agreement, we
are going to see more persecu-
tion, more incarceration, more
criminalization.”

Kaekat said the trade deal will
bring no benefits.

“It’s going to destroy every-
thing we depend on,”she said.
“There is no desire to protect

our way of life. On the contrary,
it’s going to open the doors to
transnational corporations to
come into our territories, to our
Indigenous lands. The companies
are already advancing encroach-
ing on our territories. We see it
every day.”

“So, we ask the Canadian gov-
ernment to listen to our voices, to
hear our voices,” she said.

A June report from the House
Committee for International Trade
included a recommendation for
the Canadian government that
trade talks with Ecuador include
“full, transparent, effective con-
sultations” with affected Indige-
nous people in Ecuador, and that
no agreement be implemented
without their “free, prior, and
informed consent.”

Opposition MPs ‘very
concerned’ about
Canada-Ecuador

trade negotiations

Opposition MPs and Canadian
civil society groups say that if
the Ecuadorian government isn’t
consulting with affected Indige-
nous groups, then Canada has to
ensure it happens.

“It was very disappointing
to hear that there had been no
further consultation with them,”
Cannings told The Hill Times.“It
seems that both the Canadian and
Ecuadorian governments have
shown no indication to set aside
these demands, for instance for
investor-state dispute mechanism
in a Canada-Ecuador free trade
agreement.”

An investor-state dispute
settlement (ISDS) system allows
companies to sue foreign gov-
ernments through arbitration
instead of domestic courts if
their investment is threatened.

In an April constitutional plebi-

scite, Ecuadorians voted to keep
a constitutional provision that
bans international arbitration to
address investment disputes.

In 2023, before the constitu-
tional referendum, Ecuadorian
Ambassador to Canada Carlos
Jativa told The Hill Times that
his government was in favour of
including an ISDS provision in
the agreement.

Both the NDP and Bloc Québé-
cois have indicated their opposi-
tion to the ISDS regime.

Cannings said in the case of
a free trade pact with Ecuador,
an ISDS provision would only
benefit Canada’s mining interests
in the South American nation.

The British Columbian MP
said he wouldn’t declare his sup-
port or opposition to a free trade
agreement with Ecuador until
after he saw a final text, but indi-
cated that he is “very concerned”
about what is happening in the
negotiations.

“It speaks to the seriousness
of the issue when a group of
Indigenous women come all the
way from Ecuador to Ottawa to
make sure their voices are heard
because—clearly—they have felt
that their voices weren’t heard
before that,”he said.

Cannings said that if Ecuador
isn’t providing fulsome consulta-
tion then there could be a possi-
ble role for Canada to step up.

“If Ecuador is not providing
that then perhaps Canada should
sit down and have some discus-
sions,” he said.

Savard-Tremblay said it is a
“real problem”that full consulta-
tions have not been done, but he
added that he won’t say whether
he would support a finalized trade
pact until he sees the final text.

The Quebec MP sponsored
and participated in the delega-
tion’s press conference on Par-
liament Hill. He said the House

Indigenous
leaders from
Ecuador
Zenaida
Yasacama,
left, Fanny
Kaekat, and
Hortencia
Zhagiii called
on the
Canadian
government
to end trade
talks with
their country.
The Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew Meade

International Trade Committee
was supposed to meet with the
group, but that meeting was
cancelled.

“I find it very disgraceful
that, first, they were not received
fully as witnesses by the Inter-
national Trade Committee,” said
Savard-Tremblay, a vice-chair
of the committee. “We chose to
have an informal meeting with
them, but it was cancelled. When
we receive some representative
like that from a foreign country,
from people that are directly
touched by the current negoti-
ations, we have to receive them
and to hear what they have
to say.”

He said that the Canadian
government should both be
consulting with affected groups
in Ecuador, as well as pushing the
Ecuadorian government to do so.

“Of course, the Ecuadorian
government has its own respon-
sibility, but yet we know that the
Canadian diplomacy offshore
has the policy of supporting
mining companies at all costs,”
he said.

Global Affairs Canada (GAC)
spokesperson Jean-Pierre J. God-
bout said broad engagement is a
priority of public consultation for
all of Canada’s free trade agree-
ments, including engagement
with Indigenous Peoples.

“We value independent and
constructive perspectives and
appreciated meeting with the
visiting delegation along with
Canadian civil society groups,”’he
said.

“Canada remains a strong
advocate for the full and effective
participation of Indigenous Peo-
ples around the globe in interna-
tional matters that affect them.
Indigenous Peoples have the right
to participate in decisions that
affect them at the global, regional,
and local levels,”he added.

Godbout added that as a
proponent of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP),
Canada“remains committed”to
advancing Indigenous rights in
Canada and globally.

GAC didn’t directly answer
whether it would consider sus-
pending negotiations until the
concerns of the visiting delega-
tion are addressed.

Last February, a GAC official
told the House International Trade
Committee that a completed “am-
bitious” agreement could increase
Canada’s GDP by $113-million by
2030.

Conservative MP Ryan Wil-
liams (Bay of Quinte, Ont.), his
party’s international trade critic,
told The Hill Times in an email
that trade pacts should focus on
economic co-operation between
countries while respecting sov-
ereignty of respective nations to
address their own environmental
and social standing, including
with regards to consulting Indige-
nous communities.

Canada has obligations
to consult in Ecuador:
Amnesty International

Canada

Kathy Price, Amnesty Inter-
national Canada’s Latin Amer-
ica campaign co-ordinator, said
that Canada has an obligation
to affected Indigenous groups
in Ecuador, including under
UNDRIP.

“Canada must fulfill those
obligations,”she said.“Canada
has done consultations of sorts
... [but] they didn’t offer the same
opportunity to organizations in
Ecuador.”

“They have felt that that’s not
their role. That it’s their partner
in these trade negotiations who
would make the decision to how
they deal with the situation of
consultations and consent,” she
said.“That’s just not good enough
[because] clearly that’s not hap-
pening in Ecuador.”

Price, who helped co-ordinate
the visit to Ottawa, said the trip
was needed because the delega-
tion is not being listened to in
Ecuador.

“They came here because
Canada bears responsibility and
Canada is implicated, and so it’s
incredibly important for Canadi-
an decision-makers and Canadi-
an civil society to know what is
going on in Ecuador,” she said.

Price added that delegation
members did so knowing the
risks they face upon returning to
Ecuador.

“There are huge risks for
speaking out in Ecuador,”she
said.“[There have been] violations
of human rights, there are threats,
there are stigmatization, false
accusations, there’s criminal-
ization, there’s physical attacks
and repression, there have been
assassinations.”

“Those raising their voices
to challenge resource extraction
without consultation or consent...
those who challenge those spe-
cific situations are particularly at
risk,”she said.

nmoss@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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News

‘They want to be
everywhere right
now’: Conservatives
¢0 big with ‘full suite’
of election-ready
social media ads

Continued from page 30

During the podcast, Trudeau pointed
to the Conservatives’ failure to define him
with their early and increasingly nega-
tive attack ads in the leadup to the 2015
election as a reason not to attack Poilievre
early. But MacEachern said that was com-
paring apples to oranges.

“It’s much harder to define someone
who was front-page news from the day
they were born to a sitting prime minister,”
MacEachern said, noting that the Con-
servatives had been much more effective
at negatively defining short-lived Liberal
leaders Michael Ignatieff and Stéphane
Dion.

“If Trudeau’s experience gave the
Liberals confidence that they didn’t need
to shore up his image or do to Poilievre
what the Conservatives did to [Dion and
Ignatieff], they may have missed the boat,”
MacEachern said.

MacEachern said that if the Liberals
are committed to holding their fire on
Poilievre, the party could at least focus on
messaging to convince supporters—and
even some members of the caucus—that
Trudeau is committed to leading them
into battle.

“People are starting to wonder when the
Liberals are going to get up off the mat,”
MacEachern said. “Because sometimes
it feels like they’re just waiting on their
surrogates and supporters to carry their
weight, or for the Conservatives to knock
themselves out.”

Crestview Strategy’s Hunter Knifton says if the
Liberals aren’t planning on closing the spending
gap soon, they may need to consider calling an
election even sooner. Photograph courtesy of
Crestview Strategy

KAN Strategies’ Greg MacEachern says the
Liberals may have ‘missed the boat’ on defining
Poilievre. Photograph courtesy of Greg MacEachern

Hunter Knifton, a consultant and data
scientist with Crestview Strategy, said that
while he isn’t convinced things are hope-
less for the Liberals, without more spend-
ing from the Liberals and NDP soon, the
current advertising gap is a“case for going
early”into the next election.

Knifton, who served as data director
and deputy director of communications
for Erskine-Smith’s 2023 Ontario Liberal
Party leadership campaign, said that if the
Liberals and NDP have no plan or ability
to reverse the current trend, the Conserva-
tives’ vote will only continue to expand and
entrench over time.

However, if the Liberals do have ad-
vertising campaigns planned,“all hope is
not lost”if the party begins campaigning
seriously and soon, Knifton said.

“I think they need to start telling a
positive story about what they see as the
framing of the next election, and why they
deserve a chance to govern again,” Knifton
said.“Then they need to start telling Cana-
dians about the downsides of Poilievre.”

While the Liberals have made attempts
to do just that through various “organic”
means, such as earned media, online, and
in the House of Commons, if they want
those messages to reach enough Canadi-
ans, they will have to put some substantial
money behind them.

“But the longer they wait, the harder
and harder it gets,”Knifton said.

sbenson@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Attitudes on use of
notwithstanding
clause have changed,
and Senate’s
approach should,
too: Senator Harder

Continued from page 32

A number of past uses of the clause in
Quebec are set to expire in January 2025.

Harder’s motion a ‘dramatic’
way to spark a ‘relevant’

conversation: Saint-Germain

Harder told The Hill Times that while
he hopes the motion gets to a vote, he’s not
counting on it. A Senate motion like this
can be debated on any sitting day, should
a Senator signal a desire to speak to it, but
Harder noted that “we normally adjourn
debates readily.”

“I don’t see this as one where those who
are against my view are anxious to get
to a vote, and will adjourn the debate or
otherwise delay,”he said.“So I'm content to
have my purpose be that of drawing public
attention, and Senate attention, to this
issue.”

Even if passed, the motion would be
non-binding.

The offices of both Canadian Senators
Group Leader Scott Tannas (Alberta) and
Conservative Senate Leader Don Plett
(Landmark, Man.) indicated they were not
yet ready to speak about Harder’s motion,
but plan to in the future.

Speaking with The Hill Times, Indepen-
dent Senators Group facilitator Raymonde
Saint-Germain (De la Valliere, Que.) said
Harder’s motion is a“dramatic way to try
to get the attention of the Chamber of
the bills that could come with the not-
withstanding clause,”and she thinks the
conversation and criteria suggested by

Harder “are interesting and relevant.” But
in general, she said she doesn’t think the
Senate should draw a hard line—as the
motion proposes—when it comes to poten-
tial bills requiring use of the notwithstand-
ing clause.

Section 33 “was one of the conditions”
for provinces agreeing to patriate the
Constitution and adopt the Charter, and
“we cannot revisit that today and state that
it is something that should not have been
accepted,”she said.

“So, we need to cope with that,”and
study any such bills “with the most respect
and rigour and interest for protecting
minorities, institutions, and the specifici-
ties of the provinces and territories,”said
Saint-Germain.

“The role of the Senate is to give sober
second thought to all legislation that would
come from the democratically elected
government, and then we can make the dif-
ference in amending bills when so needed,
and if so needed.”

Still, she said with no such bills cur-
rently before the Red Chamber, now is a
good time to have a conversation around
potential future criteria for weighing leg-
islation that would require use of Section
33.“Should we have a threshold that is
different from the simple majority for these
bills?” she suggested for example.

“This needs, really, to be carefully
thought of,”said Saint-Germain, noting
she’s supportive of Harder’s goal of spark-
ing a conversation and plans to speak to
his motion.

lryckewaert@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Quebec ISG Senator Raymonde Saint-Germain says she’s supportive of the goal of sparking a
conversation in the Senate, but doesn’t believe a hard line should be drawn. The Hill Times photograph
by Andrew Meade



INNOVATION

P 0 L I C Y B R I E F I N G Publication date: Monday, October 21

Advertising deadline: Tuesday, October 15

-
Canada is lagging behind peer What are the strengths

competitors in areas such as research and weaknesses of some
and development, intellectual property current legislation under
and innovation outcomes, according consideration related to
to a report released on April 29 by the _— innovation, such as Bill S-6,
Information Technology & Innovation # which is intended to repeal or
Foundation. What can be done to amends provisions that have
improve Canada’s | become barriers to innovation
competitiveness? BT and economic growth, or Bill
| C-72, which includes an
objective of encouraging
innovation in the
health care system
through adoption of
new technologies
and data-driven
solutions?

What is the extent of the
“brain drain” of graduates
and talent moving from
Canada to the United
States or other
countries? How can
Canada reverse the
talent flow?
What role can
/ innovation
from Canada’s
Indigenous peoples
play in Canada’s
economy, and how can
this be supported by the
federal government?

What are examples of
innovation sectors,

such as biotechnology

or artificial intelligence,
which represent Canada’s
strengths? How can the
federal government support
these innovation sectors?

Reach the political decision-makers who will receive this report by
reserving ad space with us today!

Call 613-688-8841 or email sales@hilltimes.com to reserve your advertising

space in The Hill Times' Innovation policy briefing. A HILLTIMES




36 THEHILLTIMES | WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2024

What citizenship
applications tell us about
policy implementation

Continued from page 29

Indigenous treaty rights in 2021.
The pandemic resulted in a near
shutdown of citizenship ceremo-
nies for several months, and a
shift to most ceremonies taking
place online. This past May, the
government introduced Bill C-71.
It proposes to repeal the first-gen-
eration limit for citizenship trans-
fer which states that Canadian
citizens born outside Canada
cannot pass on citizenship to
their children born outside Cana-
da.This change would result in an
unknown number of additional
Canadian citizens.

Analysis

Application data by gender,
immigration category, or country
of birth highlights the dramatic
initial impact of the Conservative
government’s policy changes. It
also shows how these were then
relaxed by the Tories themselves,
and then had virtually no impact
after a number of years under the
Liberals. The same pattern applies
no matter what the variable. The
2011-15 period was the worst
period in terms of delays and
approval rates.

Figure 1 provides the overview
by period. It highlights that, in
general, women applicants were
granted citizenship faster than
men, and had higher approval
ranges, save for the 2011-15 peri-
od. The number of applicants not
granted citizenship rose to over 10
per cent in 2012 and 2013 before

recovering to just over seven per
cent in the last years of the Con-
servative government. Moreover,
only about 20 per cent of applica-
tions were processed within the
service standard of one year from
2010-13. Apart from 2021-22, when
the pandemic remained a factor,
service standards were met close
to 80 per cent of the time.

Figure 2 provides the category
comparison. It highlights lower
refusal rates for economic class,
and relatively higher refusal
rates for family and refugee
class during the first years of the
Liberal government, given that
legislation reversing the Conser-
vative age range requirement for
knowledge and language assess-
ment only came into force in
October 2017. Since then, refusal
rates are negligible—less than
three per cent, or lower than 2005.

Figure 3 shows the impact
on the five largest immigration
source countries. It reflects the
same overall patterns. Of par-
ticular note is the higher rate of
Chinese rejections across most
periods. This may reflect weaker
language fluency compared to
other large source countries.

Concluding observations
This analysis highlights the
impact that operational policy
changes may have on citizenship,
making naturalization harder or
easier, particularly for family class
and refugees. The effective relax-
ation of knowledge and language
assessment in 2014-15 reflects that

Figure 3: Approval times by source country

The impact of policy changes was mostly consistent
regardless of source country.

This table shows the percentage of applications by
source country processed in less than one year.

2005-10 2011-15
Country of birth Female  Male Country of birth  Female Male
Philippines 62.7% 58.7% Philippines
India 53.7%  46.9% India
China 59.1%  50.5% China
Iran 61.7%  56.4% Iran
Pakistan 51.2%  45.9% Pakistan
2016-20 2021-24
Country of birth Female  Male Country of birth  Female
Philippines 89.1%  63.0% Philippines 49.8%
India 76.6%  84.8% India 60.7%
China 81.8% 61.6% China 45.0%
Iran 79.0% 71.9% Iran 47.2%  41.9%
Pakistan 713% 71.4% Pakistan 46.7% 44.1%

Approval rates above 50 per cent are green, and below 40 per cent are red.
Source: Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada

i
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Minister Marc Miller. The Hill Times
photograph by Andrew Meade

high refusal rates were not polit-
ically tenable, particularly in the
lead up to the 2015 election.

Application data suggests that
immigrants delayed submitting
applications in 2016-17 once the
Liberal government announced it
would return to the previous 18 to
54 age requirement. The data also
shows a drop in applications in
2020, reflecting applicants waiting
for the government to implement
its 2019 election commitment to
eliminate citizenship fees.

Citizenship applicants pay
attention to operational and
legislative policy changes, and
adjust their application timing
accordingly.

It is unclear whether or not
citizenship changes would be a
priority for a future Conservative
government, and whether it would
revert to Harper-era policies.

However, citizenship changes
would likely be a lesser priority
than immigration updates, given
changing public sentiment on
immigration which reflect the
debates and discussion regarding
immigration’s impact on housing
and health care.

Moreover, the fact that the pre-
vious government had to soften its
“harder to get”approach may pro-
vide a cautionary tale in terms of
what may or may not be acceptable
to immigrant-origin communities.

Methodological notes

Data provided by Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada
from 2005 up to April 2024.The
partial 2024 data is included in
overall 2021-24 numbers.

Andrew Griffith is the author
of ‘Because it’s 2015...": Imple-
menting Diversity and Inclusion,
Multiculturalism in Canada:
Evidence and Anecdote, and Pol-
icy Arrogance or Innocent Bias:
Resetting Citizenship and Multi-
culturalism. He is a regular media
commentator, and writes his
blog, Multiculturalism Meander-
ings. Griffith is a former director
general for citizenship and multi-
culturalism at IRCC, and is now a
fellow of the Environics Institute.
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Protecting
democracy
requires bold
leadership that
puts country
and citizens first

Continued from page 9

lesser reported genocide of the
Rohingya in Myanmar—I urge
you to let these events serve as
stark reminders of the fragility of
democracy, and the urgent need
to protect and strengthen it.

In the declaration signed by
74 countries at the 2023 Inter-
national Summit for Democra-
cy, summit leaders committed
themselves to meet the rising
challenges to democracy world-
wide. Democracy is not a static
or autonomous system; it thrives
on accountability, transparency,
and the active participation of all
who benefit from it. It is during
these times—we believe—that in
order to defend democracy, it is
essential to pause and reflect on
the contributions of those who
came before us. By honouring
their sacrifices and success, we
gain perspective that can guide
us through the chaos of the
present.

Democracy is a shared
endeavour. It requires leaders
who rise above partisanship and
work for the common good, who
believe that citizens hold the
power. It demands citizens hold
their leaders accountable, and it
requires systems that promote
fairness and inclusiveness, even
when challenged by those who
look to change our system. To
uphold democracy is to honour
those who have dedicated their
lives to these values: individu-
als who have made courageous
efforts, often at great personal
cost, to ensure the survival of
freedom.

Each year, the Parliamenta-
ry Centre has the privilege of
awarding a worthy recipient
“The Democracy Award,”and as
we prepare to celebrate those
who have played a pivotal role
in strengthening democracy, I
reflect on what it means to up-
hold these values in the current
global context. This year, we are
extremely proud to posthumous-
ly honour two statesmen whose
contributions to Canadian de-
mocracy can not be understated:
former Progressive Conservative
prime minister Brian Mulroney,
and former NDP leader Ed
Broadbent. Despite their differ-
ences in political philosophy,
both leaders shared a deep and

abiding belief in the power of
democracy. They understood
that true leadership is not about
power for its own sake, but about
creating systems of governance
that work for all. Each exem-
plified strong and unrelent-

ing values that led to a better
Canada. Their legacies remind
us that democracy is a collective
project, and one that transcends
political parties, nations, or gen-
erations. Ultimately it is for the
people and the society they have
created.

Holding an event to recognize
these leaders helps us step back
from the noise, and be guided by
a beacon of hope for all of us who
continue the fight.

The individuals we honour—
this and every year—exemplify
the kind of leadership the world
needs now. They are visionaries
who understood the importance
of building democratic insti-
tutions that withstand the test
of time. Their shared vision of
democracy as a force for good,

a system built on accountability,
and a means of fostering peace
and equality, is more relevant
today than ever.

At a time when democracy
is under threat, I believe we
must not only defend it but also
celebrate it. By recognizing those
who have dedicated their lives
to strengthening democracy, we
reaffirm our commitment to its
values and inspire others to do
the same.

Democracy is our collective
future, one that we must fight
for, nurture, and protect, now
and always. So, as we raise a
glass for the two recipients of
the 2024 Democracy Awards, I
invite all Canadians to join me
in celebrating democracy, be-
cause even in these dark times, a
commitment to the citizens who
have built this community we
know as Canada will light the
way forward.

Jaime Pitfield is the pres-
ident and CEO of the Parlia-
mentary Centre, which is a
non-partisan non-governmen-
tal organization that is com-
mitted to bringing together
Canadian and international
expertise and experience to
help strengthen democracies
around the world.
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New press secretary for

Minister Lebouthillier,
raft of changes for
Minister Duclos

Public Services Minister
Jean-Yves Duclos has
hired a new director of
parliamentary affairs,
and tapped a new acting
communications head,
among other changes.

isheries, Oceans, and Canadian Coast

Guard Minister Diane Lebouthillier
recently welcomed a new press secretary
to her team, Jean-Christophe Armstrong.

Jean-
Christophe
Armstrong is
now press
secretary to
Minister
Lebouthillier.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

Armstrong spent this past summer
as an intern in then-transport minister
Pablo Rodriguez’s office, and according to
his LinkedIn profile, he’s in the midst of
working towards an undergraduate degree
in international studies at the University of
Montreal. He started on the job on Sept. 23.

Previously, Jérémy Collard was press
secretary to Lebouthillier, but, as reported,
he left the minister’s team in early July and
is now a strategic communications adviser
in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s office.

Lebouthillier’s director of communi-
cations, Gabriel Bourget, went on leave
around mid-September, and director of
issues management and parliamentary
affairs Andrew Richardson is now filling
in as the minister’s acting communications
lead. Also currently working on commu-
nications in the office is special assistant
Jérémy Savard.

Another fresh face on the fisheries team
is Nick Penner, who’s been hired as an
operations adviser.

Penner comes from the Liberal research
bureau (LRB) where he’'d been working
since the 43 Parliament, starting as a
special assistant for operations and ending
as operations project manager. Prior to
joining the LRB, Penner worked at Liberal
Party headquarters.

Kevin McHarg is director of operations
to Lebouthillier, whose office is run by
chief of staff Faizel Gulamhussein.

There’s a laundry list of changes to
catch up on in Public Services and Pro-

curement Minister Jean-Yves Duclos’
office, with the naming of a new director of
parliamentary affairs and a new acting di-
rector of communications topping the list.

As reported last month, deputy chief of
staff and director of parliamentary affairs
James Fitz-Morris has left Lebouthillier’s
shop to become director of communica-
tions to Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie
Joly.

Pierce Collier
is now
parliamentary
affairs
director to
Minister
Duclos.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

Pierce Collier has since been hired
as the minister’s new director of parlia-
mentary affairs, having been scooped up
from International Development Minister
Ahmed Hussen’s team where he’d been
director of issues management and parlia-
mentary affairs. Collier had been working
for Hussen since early 2021, beginning
as a parliamentary affairs adviser and
issues manager to Hussen as then-families,
children, and social development minister.
After following Hussen to the housing,
diversity, and inclusion portfolio following
that year’s federal election, Collier was
elevated to director of issues management
and parliamentary affairs—a title he’s held
ever since, having followed Hussen again
to his current portfolio after the July 2023
cabinet shuffle.

Hailing from the East Coast, Collier is
also a former issues manager and Atlantic
regional affairs adviser to then-seniors
minister Deb Schulte, a past special
assistant for the Atlantic to then-science
and sport minister Kirsty Duncan, and an
ex-aide to then-Liberal MP Nick Whalen,
amongst other past experience.

On Sept. 27, Duclos’ director of commu-
nications, Marie-France Proulx, went on
maternity leave. Proulx has been working
for Duclos since early 2020, beginning as
a special assistant for communications
and issues management in his office as
then-Treasury Board president. She was
promoted to press secretary while working
for Duclos at Treasury Board, and first took
on the title of director of communications
to Duclos in 2022 when he was then-min-
ister for health. Duclos was named to his
current portfolio in July 2023.

Senior communications adviser and
press secretary Guillaume Bertrand has
since stepped in as acting communications
director to Duclos.

Guillaume
Bertrand is now
acting
communications
director to
Minister Duclos.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

While he only recently joined the public
services and procurement team—having
been hired this past May after a roughly
nine-month-long run as director of Quebec
outreach and strategy to Deputy Prime
Minister Chrystia Freeland—Bertrand is
well familiar with both Duclos and Proulx,
having previously succeeded Proulx as
press secretary to Duclos as then-health
minister after she was elevated to director
in 2022.

“Marie-France has been an incredible
support to Minister Duclos during some of
the biggest challenges our government has
faced, like the COVID-19 pandemic and the
health-care negotiations with the provinces
and territories,” wrote Bertrand in an email
to Hill Climbers.“On a personal note, I will
forever be grateful for her leadership, her
advice, and her trust. She really has been
the best mentor anyone could ask for.”

Nader Bedair, who was hired as a social
media adviser this past spring, has left
Duclos’ office. But offsetting that departure
are four recent hires: James Christie, as
senior policy adviser; Piper McWilliams, as
communications adviser; Mujtaba Hussain,
as digital communications adviser; and
Hayat Razak, as regional affairs adviser
for Quebec.

Piper
McWilliams is
now a
communications
adviser to
Minister Duclos.
. Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

Christie joined Duclos’team in May and
was last working as a senior policy adviser
to Women, Gender Equality, and Youth
Minister Marci Ien. He’d been working for
Ien since the 2021 election, before which
he was a youth policy and Atlantic regional
affairs adviser to then-diversity, youth, and
inclusion minister Bardish Chagger.

Recent moves in
the offices of
both Fisheries
and Oceans
Minister Diane
Leboutbhillier,
left, and Public
Services
Minister
Jean-Yves
Duclos include
communications
staff changes.
The Hill Times
photographs by
Andrew Meade

McWilliams comes from Citizens’ Ser-
vices Minister Terry Beech’s office where
she’d juggled responsibilities as a commu-
nications assistant and executive assistant
to both the minister and chief of staff since
shortly after Beech was named to cabinet
in July 2023.

A Hill staffer since the spring of 2022,
McWilliams is also a past executive
assistant to then-families minister Kar-
ina Gould, a former assistant to British
Columbia Liberal MP Joyce Murray, and
an ex-volunteer in the office of Ontario
Liberal MP Sonia Sidhu. According to her
LinkedIn profile, McWilliams is currently
wrapping up a graduate degree in public
relations and communication management
at McGill University.

Hussain was until recently busy as a
parliamentary assistant to Energy and
Natural Resources Minister Jonathan
Wilkinson as the MP for North Vancouver,
B.C. A part-time infanteer with the Cana-
dian Armed Forces, Hussain is another
staffer currently juggling work and school,
with his LinkedIn profile indicating he’s
expected to complete a bachelor’s degree
in political science and government at Car-
leton University next spring. He’s currently
president of the Carleton Pakistani Student
Association, and is a former membership
chair for the university’s Young Liberals
branch. Hussain is also a former intern to
B.C. Liberal MP Ron McKinnon, among
other past roles.

Mujtaba

Hussain is a new
digital
communications
adviser to
Minister Duclos.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

Razak, meanwhile, has been hired
straight from the constituency office
of Louis-Hébert, Que., Liberal MP Joél
Lightbound.

With Razak responsible for Quebec,
other regional advisers in Duclos’ office
are: Dillon McGuire, senior regional
adviser for Ontario; Pavan Sapra, senior
policy and Atlantic regional adviser; and
James Rourke covering the West and North
regional desks.

Elisabeth d’Amours is director of oper-
ations to Duclos. Other directors currently
with the minister’s office are Mary-Rose
Brown, who leads policy, and Jean-Sébas-
tien Bock, who is director of strategy and
planning. Anthony Laporte is Duclos’ chief
of staff.

Continued on page 38
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One staff in,
wo out for
Minister Anand

-

Continued from page 37

Treasury Board President Anita Anand
has a new special assistant for communi-
cations, Arash Randjbar, who was most
recently working for the Daily Hive in
Vancouver.

Arash Randjbar
is now a special
assistant for
communications
to Minister
Anand.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

The most recent piece filed by Rand-
jbar found online dates to Aug. 2, and
is titled “Is Canada ready for a second
Trump presidency? We asked Minister
Anita Anand.”In it, Anand advocated for a
“Team Canada”approach to address trade
disputes, and highlighted the Liberal gov-
ernment’s track record in renegotiating
NAFTA when asked whether she thinks
her party is better positioned than the
Conservatives to manage the Canada-U.S.
relationship, among other things.

Randjbar had been working for the
Daily Hive since the start of 2022, and
before then was a digital producer with
Global Affairs Canada in Ottawa, ac-
cording to his LinkedIn profile. He’s also
previously produced the podcast The
Dominant Ones, and has worked as a
digital strategist with Xactly Design &
Adpvertising Inc., and as a copywriter with
Acart Communications.

In Anand’s office, he’s reporting to
director of communications Emelyana Ti-
tarenko, and will work closely with press
secretary Myah Tomasi, and communica-
tions adviser Haley Juniper.

Two staff have left Anand’s team:
Carson Baker, who’d been assistant to the
minister’s parliamentary secretary, exited

Treasury
Board
President
Anita Anand
at Rideau
Hall on Sept.
19 for her
swearing in
for the added
role of
minister for
transport.
The Hill Times
photograph by
Andrew
Meade

in August, and special assistant for oper-
ations Osman Abdalazez bade the office

Carson
Baker has
left
Minister
Anand’s
office.
Photograph
courtesy of
LinkedIn

A A

farewell last month.

Baker had joined the office this past
March, and has already started in a new—
and at the same time, old—position as a
junior trade commissioner intern with
Global Affairs Canada. He previously
spent much of 2023 doing an internship
as junior trade commissioner with the
department. At that time, he’d focused on
automotive, clean energy transition, and
oil and gas files, according to his LinkedIn
profile, whereas this time his focus is on
climate finance, international financial
institutions, and infrastructure.

Abdalazez had been working for
Anand since January of this year.

Sher Rodrigo is director of operations
to Anand, whose Treasury Board office is
run by chief of staff Monique Lugli.

Following Rodriguez’s resignation
from cabinet last month, Anand is now
also the minister for transport. Treasury
Board Secretariat rules give ministers 30
calendar days after a shuffle to decide on
staffing; once the clock runs out on those
30 days, any staff not re-hired to work for
the new minister, or to work in another
minister’s office, are deemed to have been
laid off. That said, ministers can buy extra
time to firm up their teams post-shuffle by
offering short-term contracts to staff to
bridge the gap.

Stay tuned for an update.

lryckewaert@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times
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Parliamentary Cale

The Parliamen-
tary Calendar is

a free events list-
ing. Send in your
political, cultural,
diplomatic, or
governmental
event in a para-
graph with all the
relevant details
under the subject
line ‘Parliamen-
tary Calendar’

to news@
hilltimes.com by
Wednesday at
noon hefore the
Monday paper or
by Friday at noon
for the Wednes-
day paper.

Tory MP Jeneroux to be
feted as mental-health
= champion, discuss
mental well-being in
Parliament on Oct. 10

7

SUNDAY, OCT. 6—FRIDAY,
OCT. 1

ASEAN Summit—The ASEAN Sum-
mit will take place in Vientiane, Laos,
from Sunday, Oct. 6, to Friday, Oct. 11.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will be in
attendance Oct. 10-11.

MONDAY, OCT. 7—THURSDAY,
OCT. 10

AFN’s National Climate Gather-
ing—The Assembly of First Nations
hosts its third annual National Climate
Gathering on the theme “Catalyzing
First Nations Climate and Conservation
Leadership for Transformative Change.”
Monday, Oct. 7, to Thursday, Oct. 10,
at the Calgary Telus Convention Centre.
Details online: afn.ca.

TUESDAY, OCT. 8—WEDNES-
DAY, OCT. 9

Couchiching Annual Conference
on Diplomacy—The Canadian Inter-
national Council and the Aga Khan
Museum host the Couchiching Annual
Conference on Diplomacy exploring
themes such as cultural diplomacy,
artificial intelligence, the Arctic, the
implications of the U.S. election on
NATO, summit diplomacy, and the
future of diplomacy. Tuesday, Oct. 8,
to Wednesday, Oct. 9, at the Aga Khan
Museum, 77 Wynford Dr., Toronto.
Details: agakhanmuseum.org.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9

House Sitting—The House is sitting
until Oct. 11. It breaks Oct. 14-18,
and resumes sitting on Oct. 21. It sits
Oct. 21-Nov. 9, and breaks on Nov.

11 for Remembrance Day week until
Nov. 15. It resumes again on Nov. 18,
and is scheduled to sit from Nov. 18 to
Dec. 17.

U.S. Ambassador Cohen in Toron-
to—U.S. Ambassador to Canada David
Cohen will take part in two events in
Toronto today. First, he will deliver re-
marks at a roundtable lunch hosted by
the C.D. Howe Institute at 12 p.m. ET at
67 Yonge St. Details: cdhowe.org. Then

at 2:30 p.m. ET, Cohen will participate
in Toronto Metropolitan University’s
Democracy Forum on the topic “De-
mocracy has its day in America.” Details
via Eventbrite.

Webinar: ‘Health Research System
Recovery’—The Royal Society of Cana-
da hosts a webinar on “Health Research
System Recovery,” a discussion on
the 12 recommendations presented
by the RSC’s Working Group on Health
Research System Recovery, and how
they can be implemented. Wednesday,
Oct. 9, at 1 p.m. ET, happening online.
Details: rsc-src.ca.

Carbon Removal Canada’s Policy
Report Launch—Treasury Board
President and Transport Minister Anita
Anand will take part in a fireside chat
with Michael Bernstein, executive
director of Clean Prosperity, part of the
launch of Carbon Removal Canada’s
new policy report, Procuring with Pur-
pose: Canada’s Opportunity to Shape
the Carbon Removal Market. Wednes-
day, Oct. 9, at 5 p.m. ET at the Ottawa
Art Gallery, 50 Mackenzie King Bridge.
Details via Eventbrite.

Writing Women Into History—The
Other Hill hosts “Writing Women Into
History” featuring Dianne Dodd, author
of Our 100 Years: The Canadian Feder-
ation of Women'’s History. Wednesday,
Oct. 9, at 5:30 p.m. ET at All Saints
Event Space, 330 Laurier Ave. E. De-
tails: theotherhill-lautrecolline.ca.

Annual Bill Graham Lecture and
Dinner—Louise Blais will moderate
a discussion featuring former Liberal
prime minister Jean Chrétien and
former Mexican president Ernesto Ze-
dillo during the second annual Bill
Graham Lecture on International Affairs.
Wednesday, Oct. 9, at 6 p.m. ET at
Arcadian Court, 400 Bay St., Toronto.
Details online: thecic.org.

Ukraine’s Ambassador to Deliver
Remarks—Yuliya Kovaliv, Ukraine’s
Ambassador to Canada, will deliver
remarks on “Prospects for Ukraine:
Ending the War and Afterwards,” hosted
by Carleton University and St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church. Wednesday, Oct.
9, at 7 p.m. ET at St. Andrew’s Presby-

Conservative
MP Matt
Jeneroux will
be honoured
as one of
seven
Champions
of Mental
Health by
the
Canadian
Alliance on
Mental
Illness and
Mental
Health on
Oct. 10. The
Hill Times
photograph
by Stuart
Benson

terian Church, 82 Kent St. Details via
Eventbrite.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9—THURS-
DAY, OCT. 10

SMR Forum 2024—The Canadian
Association of Small Modular Reactors
hosts the inaugural “SMR Forum 2024:
Pioneering Small Modular Reactors
in Western Canada.” Industry leaders,
government officials, and experts from
across Canada and the United States
will explore the role of SMRs in advanc-
ing Canada’s economic growth and
achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.
Wednesday, Oct. 9, to Thursday, Oct.
10 at the JW Marriott, Edmonton ICE
District. Details: smr-forum.ca.

THURSDAY, OCT. 10

Champions of Mental Health
Awards—The Canadian Alliance on
Mental lliness and Mental Health will
honour seven Champions of Mental
Health, including Conservative MP Matt
Jeneroux, at an event on Parliament
Hill as part of Mental Health Week.
Thursday, Oct. 10, at 11 a.m. in Room
100, Sir John A. Macdonald Building,
144 Wellington St. Details: camimbh.
ca. Call 647-839-0445.

Webinar: ‘Mental Wellbeing in
Parliament’—Conservative MP Matt
Jeneroux will take part in “A Conversa-
tion on Prioritizing Mental Wellbeing in
Parliament,” an hour-long virtual event
in honour of World Mental Health Day
hosted by Equal Voice and Nominee.
Other participants include former
Ontario Liberal minister Mitzie Hunter,
Earnscliffe Strategies’ principal Dale
Richardson, and Memorial University
political science professor Amanda Bit-
tner. Thursday, Oct. 10, at 11:30 a.m.
happening online: gonominee.com.

Frank McKenna Awards 2024— Ru-
ral Economic Development Minister
Gudie Hutchings is among those deliv-
ering remarks at the “Frank McKenna
Awards 2024: An evening celebrating
outstanding public policy leadership in
Atlantic Canada,” hosted by The Public
Policy Forum. This year’s honourees

are Chief Mi’sel Joe of Miawpukek First
Nation in Newfoundland; Laura Lee
Langley, head of the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency; and oceanogra-
pher Anya Waite. Thursday, Oct. 10, at 5
p.m. AT at Pier 21, 1055 Marginal Rd.,
Halifax. Details online: ppforum.ca.

SUNDAY, OCT. 13

Senator Bellemare’s Retirement—
Today is Quebec PSG Senator Diane
Bellemare’s 75™ birthday, which means
her mandatory retirement from the
Senate.

TUESDAY, OCT. 15

CGAI 2024 US Election Webinar—
The Canadian Global Affairs Institute
hosts a webinar, “Is Canada Prepared for
the Next U.S. President?” featuring The
German Marshall Fund’s Bruce Stokes,
former Canadian ambassadors to the
U.S. David MacNaughton and Gary Doer,
and former Canadian ambassador to the
UN Louise Blais. Tuesday, Oct. 15, at 11
a.m. ET happening online: cgai.ca.

Webinar on Engaging Canada’s
Climate Audience—Carleton University
hosts the first of a two-part webinar,
“The Five Canadas: Discover New Ways
to Engage Canada’s Climate Audi-
ence.” Dr. Louise Comeau and Dr. Erick
Lachapelle will unpack the results of a
large-scale national survey of more than
6,000 Canadians broken down into the
“Five Canadas”: progressive activists,
civic nationals, centrist liberals, the
disengaged middle, and fossil fuel
conservatives. Tuesday, Oct. 15, at
12 p.m. ET happening online: events.
carleton.ca.

AKFC Book Club—The Aga Khan
Foundation of Canada’s “Global Reads”
Book Club is back. International devel-
opment expert lan Smillie will discuss
his memoir, Under Development: A
Journey Without Maps, with Maureen
O’Neil, chair of Water Aid International.
Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 5:30 p.m. ET at the
Delegation of the Ismaili Imamat, 199
Sussex Dr. Details via Eventbrite.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16

An Evening with Minister Cham-
pagne—Kitchener South—Hespeler
Federal Liberal Association hosts a
special evening for MP Valerie Bradford
featuring special guest Innovation
Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne.
Wednesday, Oct. 16, at 6:30 p.m. ET at
Borealis Grille and Bar, 4336 King St. E.,
Kitchener, Ont. Details: liberal.ca.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16—FRIDAY,
OCT.18

Toronto Global Forum—Treasury
Board President and Transport Minister
Anita Anand, Business Council of
Canada president Goldy Hyder, EDC
president and CEO Mairead Lavery,
Belgian Ambassador Patrick Van Gheel,
and Ontario cabinet ministers Vic Fideli
and Peter Bethlenfalvy are among the
speakers on deck at this year’s Toronto
Global Forum. Wednesday, Oct. 16, to
Friday, Oct. 18, at the Fairmont Royal
York Hotel, Toronto. Details: toronto-
globalforum.com.

AFN Special Chiefs Assembly—The
Assembly of First Nations hosts the
Special Chiefs Assembly on Long-Term
Reform of the First Nations Child and
Family Services Program. Wednesday,
Oct. 16, to Friday, Oct. 18, at BMO
Centre, 20 Round Up Way SE, Calgary.
Details: afn.ca.

THURSDAY, OCT. 17

Fundraiser for MP Zahid—Liberal
MP Salma Zahid hosts a fundraising
event. Thursday, Oct. 17, at 6:30 p.m.
ET at the Kennedy Convention Centre,
1199 Kennedy Rd., Scarborough, Ont.
Details: liberal.ca.

Marc Garneau to Discuss His New
Book—Former Liberal cabinet minister
Marc Garneau will discuss his memoir, A
Most Extraordinary Ride: Space, Politics,
and the Pursuit of a Canadian Dream,
hosted by the Ottawa International Writ-
ers’ Festival. Thursday, Oct. 17, at 7 p.m.
ET at Library and Archives Canada, 395
Wellington St. Details: writersfestival.org.

SATURDAY, OCT. 19

B.C. Election—Voters in British
Columbia head to the polls today for the
provincial general election.

MONDAY, OCT. 21

New Brunswick Election—It’s
general election time in New Brunswick,
with the province’s residents voting for
their next members of the Legislative
Assembly.

Panel: ‘Innovative Pathways to Fu-
ture-Ready Housing’—The Institute for
Research in Public Policy hosts a panel
discussion on “Innovative Pathways
to Future-Ready Housing: Affordable,
Energy-Efficient and Climate-Resilient.”
Among the participants are Cherise
Burda, policy analyst and member of
the national Affordability Action Council
and the Task Force for Housing and
Climate; and Ray Williams, member of
CMHC's board of directors. Monday,
Oct. 21 at 5 p.m. ET at the Centre for
Social Innovation Spadina, 192 Spadina
Ave., Toronto. Details: irpp.org.

MONDAY, OCT. 21—SATURDAY,
OCT. 26

Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting—The Commonwealth
Heads of Government meeting will take
place in Apia, Samoa, from Monday,
Oct. 21, to Saturday, Oct. 26. Details
online: samoachogm2024.ws.

MONDAY, OCT. 21—FRIDAY
NOV.1

COP16 Conference on Biodiversi-
ty—The COP16 Conference on Biodi-
versity will take place from Monday, Oct.
21, to Friday, Nov. 1, in Cali, Colombia.
Details online: cbd.int.

MONDAY, OCT. 21—SATURDAY
OCT. 26

IMF and World Bank Annual
Meetings—The 2024 annual meetings
of the World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund will take place
in Washington, D.C., from Monday,
Oct. 21, to Saturday, Oct. 26. Details:
worldbank.org.

AHILLTIMES
CLASSIFIEDS

Information and
advertisement
placement:
613-232-5952 ext. 263
classifieds@hilltimes.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Gorgeous 3+1 family home for rent in
coveted Tourraine neighborhood. 8km

to Eddy Complex, 10km to Parliamentary
Precinct. Bike paths, public transportation,
walkable lifestyle. Excellent schools.
Completely updated MCM gem - new
kitchen, appliances, bathroom, floors and
paint. High efficiency new forced air + hep
air exchanger. Ample parking, carport,
fenced yard and large, locking outdoor shed.
Concrete patio with lights for ambiance.
Quiet, family-friendly neighborhood. $2950
plus utilities. Photos and floor plan: https://
bit.ly/35ZoCdp. Additional details: Available
September 1st. References, credit check
required. Proof of insurance required. No
smoking or vaping. No short term rentals

or subletting permitted. 12 month lease
minimum. Small pet with written permission
and deposit. Call 613-850-9231 to book an
appointment.



SENATORS, THE CHOICE IS CLEAR:
TRADE DRIVES US FORWARD,
BILL C-282 HOLDS US BACK.

CANADA'S HANDS WOULD BETIED

C-282 handcuffs Canada in global trade talks, binding us to protectionist policies that
ignore the needs of our export-driven economy. More than half of our GDP relies on trade,
and this bill forces us to fall behind while other nations move forward.

Canada'’s growth depends on the ability to trade freely and negotiate strong deals.
—— BILLC-282 RESTRICTS THAT POTENTIAL. SENATORS, PROTECT OUR FUTURE—SAYNOTO BILL C-282 ——
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